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COMMENTER 1: Well, | just want to cast a
vote that | recommend the alternative site for Skunk Creek.

COWENTER 2: |I'mthe sanme as him

(Openi ng presentation.)

LESLI E GLASS. Good evening. M nane is
Leslie Gass. Spelling is L-e-s-1-i-e. Last nane {d ass,
Gl-a-s-s.

My comments are specifically regarding tribal
val ues and concern, Section 3.14, which states:
Unavoi dabl e i npacts that cannot be fully mtigated.
Therefore, mtigation strategies are, nunber one, providing
jobs during the tribal nonitoring; and, nunber 2, all ow ng
unfettered access to Enory Gak resources.

The DEIS al so states, according to the
tribe's consulted adverse inpacts on TCPs and TEKPs and
ot her places or resources of significance to tribes cannot
be mtigated. Therefore, mtigation strategies for tribal
resources are designed to provide an exchange of the | ast
of the resources.

Mtigation strategies wll have and are
havi ng positive inpacts on tribal communities such as
provi ding jobs during the tribal nonitoring and all ow ng
unfettered access to Enory Oak resources. Yet, all 21
federally recognized tribes in Arizona are opposed to the

Land Exchange.
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These mtigation strategi es and exchange for
the loss of the cultural resources are insulting and
di sturbing to nme. They are inconprehensible or
i nconparable in value. The traditional cultural properties
that will be irreversibly damaged and the pernanent changes
that affect the ability of tribal nmenbers and nonnative
people like nyself to use this area for religious and
spiritual purposes is inconprehensible to ne.

I would also |like to corment and ask a
question. | would like to know why the DEIS, the Draft
Environnmental | npact Statenent, was released w thout having
cultural resource surveys conpleted on the preferred
alternative of Skunk Canp.

Thank you.

ROGER FEATHERSTONE: My nane i s Roger
Feat herstone. R-0-g-e-r F-e-a-t-h-e-r-s-t-o-n-e.

I'"mdirector of the Arizona M ning Reform
Coalition. W wll, of course, be doing sone really
detailed witten comments, so this is just a few other
t hi ngs.

We feel that this release of the draft was
premature. It needs to be withdrawn. It needs to be
redone and reissued. So | want to cover five quick points.

The original location of the tailings dunp,

Rio Tinto swore up and down on a stack of Bibles that this
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was the best thing since sliced bread. It was the perfect

| ocation. Then after that, the Rio Tinto actually did
geotechnical testing and found out that the water table was
too high and the ground was too fractured, and it wasn't a
good site.

So now we're | ooking at this preferred
alternative at Skunk Canp, but they haven't done the sane
| evel of geotechnical testing. They don't knowif it's
actually suitable or not.

Why has the DEI'S conme out before they've done
this kind of work, and what happens if they found that --
find out, like the original location, it's unsuitable?

Water. Wiy does Rio Tinto think that they
can use only 10 percent of the average water that existing
Arizona m nes use w thout any new techni ques? This seens
to be magic like many of Rio Tinto's proposals.

In light of the recent circuit court decision
on the Rosenont M ne case that shows that the Forest
Service -- that ruled that the Forest Service cannot use
public land -- cannot allow m ning conpanies to use public
| and for dunping waste and other activities w thout special
perm ssion, in light of this court case, we wonder why this
DEIS is being released now and if that -- that ruling,
obvi ously, has profound inplications towards this whole

desi gn.
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Fourth, why have you chosen four tailings
dunp alternatives that are illegal in both the countries of
Brazil and Chile? Are we in the United States now going to
accept damcriteria, tailings criteria that's illegal in
foreign countries?

And then, finally, why are we noving so
qui ckly on this proposal when Rio Tinto itself is saying
they're putting this proposal on the back burner behi nd
m ni ng projects in Mngolia and Australia?

Thank you.

DAVID GUNN: My nane is David Gunn, D-a-v-i-d
G u-n-n.

Primarily I'm an engi neer, a rock clinber,
and now a resident of Superior. So | bring a nunmber of
hats to the review of this docunent.

| haven't been able to read through the whole
thing. |1've gone through basically the first volune. And
| have to say, there's a trenendous amount of work that's
gone into this, and | appreciate the |level of detail that
it shows. A lot of detail on the alternatives, although
those aren't the only inpacts that | see.

Specifically, the engineer in ne sees sonme
differences in the grade of copper that's com ng out a
couple of different places, different nunbers. That

bot hers the engineer in ne. Not a big deal, but it bothers
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| see that the General Plan of Operations and
t he Forest plan have sone conflict. And in the Draft EIS
we say: Well, we're going to change the Forest plan.
think that's backward. | think the General Pl an of
Operations need to be changed to be consistent with the
current plan that the Forest has.

The rock clinmber in me says, well, we're
losing quite a bit of rock clinmbing out there. And in the
Draft EIS, it says there will be sone mitigation, but in
Appendi x J, the mtigation and nonitoring plan, there's
nothing in there about it. So that bothers ne.

Thank you.

SANDRA RAMBLER: Sandra Ranbler. (Native
| anguage spoken.) United States. (Native |anguage
spoken.) San Carlos Apache Tribe. (Native |anguage
spoken.) Aquifer. (Native |anguage spoken.) Apache Leap.
(Native | anguage spoken.) Apache Leap. (Native |anguage
spoken.) Gak Flat. (Native |anguage spoken.) San Carl os.
(Native | anguage spoken.) San Carlos. (Native |anguage
spoken) Unofficially. (Native |anguage spoken.)
Resol uti on Copper (Native | anguage spoken.) Rothchil d.
(Native | anguage spoken.) Queen Elizabeth, (Native
| anguage spoken.) Resolution Copper. (Native |anguage

spoken.) Granddaughter. (Native |anguage spoken.)
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TOMWRIGHT: Hi . Nanme is TomWight, T-o-m
Wr-i-g-h-t.

Three mnutes is not a whole lot of tinme, so
"Il try to keep it sinple and quick

First, | want to call attention to the
botched rollout of the Draft EIS. Miltiple dates were
provided. There's a cover letter dated August 1st.
There's an official announcenent that was dated August 9th.
The begi nning of the comrent period was Cctober 10th. |
woul d note the last two dates were a Friday and Sat urday,
whi ch are not exactly ideal tinmes to announce the rel ease
of public docunents.

Back in June | had received an email fromthe
Forest Service that specifically noted that hard copies or
el ectronic woul d be avail abl e to anybody who requested them
at that tine.

So | did request a hard copy in witing in

June. | did not receive one at the tinme that the EI S

rel ease was announced. | waited a few days. | still
didn't receive one. | sent an email to the public affairs
specialist on the 19th, | believe it was, of August, and

made ki nd of a stink about it. And the next day there was
a copy dropped off at mny doorstep.
At that point, 10 days had el apsed. That's

10 percent of the coment period was gone before | was even
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provided with a copy of the docunent that | had requested
two nont hs previously.

That's not good.

| thought it was sonewhere between anusi ng
and outrageous, though when | tried to get in touch with
M. Scaggs, the phone nunber that | had for himdid not
work. It was suggested on the recorded nessage that |
contact the Mesa Ranger District. | did so by phone. The
i ndi vi dual who had answered said he didn't know anyt hi ng
about it. So | asked for M. Scaggs' phone nunber and the
response is, "He doesn't have a phone." So the public
affairs specialist does not have a phone nunber.

Li ke | said, that's sonewhere between funny
and outrageous, |eaning towards the outrageous.

Let's see. W need to extend the comrent
period. Scoping began -- the scoping began on March 18t h,
2016. The Draft EIS was officially made avail abl e on
August 10th, 2019. That's a period of roughly three years
and five nonths.

| asked that the public be given the sane
amount of tinme to review and comment on this docunent that
it took to prepare it. This may seem|li ke an absurd,
ri di cul ous, outrageous thing to ask for, but the rea

outrage i s expecting anybody to review 1300 pages and

10

provi de any neani ngful coment within 90 days. |'m serious
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about requesting a tine extension that reflects the
extraordinary scope of this project and the inpacts that it
wi Il have on our region and our state.

Zero! Time is up.

DON ZOBEL: |'m Don Zobel. D-o-n Z-o0-b-e-1.
And what | -- ny input is that | didn't -- | don't think
anywhere in there -- | may be wong. Do they | ook at what

t he past history of the conpany is? And these are
foreigners com ng over here and proposing to destroy part
of Arizona for their benefit. And when we're driving
around in Spain, in ny van, | have a Lonely Planet, and |
ran across this thing that said Rio Tinto. And | thought,
well, that's interesting. | heard that before. And so |
said, Wll, we'll go take a | ook at that, you know.

And you go there, and it's this mning area
that -- where they got their nane, as it turned out, and
it's this bonbed-out npbonscape that they've, you know, been
m ning there probably for mllennia. But they, you know,
pi ck and shovel and snmall things.

And then these big conpanies cone in and just
destroy the place. Then they went off. They just left.
And then they gave thema few shekels for a nuseum and
that's it.

And in ny old age, now, | guess what |'ve

| earned is people and conpanies tend to do what they did in
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the past. And | think that should be taken into account in
the EIS. | nmean, | think past history of these conpanies
needs to be consi dered.

Thank you

AUDREY JOHNSON: Hell o, everybody. M nane
i's Audrey Johnson, A-u-d-r-e-y J-0-h-n-s-o0-n. And |I'm here
to say sonet hing about OGak Fl at.

Cak Flat was ny honme one tine. And now
they're trying to take it away, and | don't want that to
happen.

| renenmber when | was young, our parents used
to bring us over here to gather a cone, nedicine, all tea,
everything, and end up staying there sonmetine the whole
sumer, which they want to take away from us.

| don't think it's not going to happen. It's
not going to happen. Resolution, they want to make noney
of f of us, off of our land. |It's Apache |land. W were
here first as Anerican Indian in United States. Mexican
was our nei ghbors. They used to chase us, what ny
grandf at her used to tell us. They were friends sonetines,
but they steal fromus other sonetinme. They won't
mss (unintelligible) steal their call and all that.

But one of these days -- | call the Mexicans
my brothers, ny sister, ny relatives. But one of these

days they're going to be back, and we'll have Mexican
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president of United States.

Thank you

NANCY FREEMAN:  Nancy Freeman, N-a-n-c-y
F-r-e-e-ma-n. | amfrom G een Valley, Arizona, and | got
my initiation into being a mning activist because the
| ocal mne slurry was in our public drinking water. It
took ne five years and all ny retirenent funds. | retired
to Geen Valley to relax. But the mning conpany did step
forward and spent, well, initially 50 mllion to get
interceptor wells and clean the slurry and gi ve us new
wells, so we were no |longer drinking slurry.

And the sane with the air. The dust, who

knows, the big dust -- windstorm the dust settles on
ever yt hi ng.

And sone of you will renenber that the | ast
time | was here in this high school -- no, | don't think it
was this high school; it was the old one -- that Senator

McCain conducted in a public session. MCain asserted that
the Rio Tinto Resolution M ning Conmpany woul d bring
billions of dollars into the federal coffers.

| stood up and took offense at this
assertion. | had checked the Rio Tinto annual report from
their operations north of Salt Lake City and knew that they
did not pay a dine of federal taxes. Senator MCain

scoffed and said publicly that | didn't know anyt hing,
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whi ch caused the audi ence to | augh at ne.

Fortunately, there was one honest Resol ution
official in the audience. He approached ne afterwards and
took me aside and told ne privately, "Nancy, you were
correct. Like all corporations, we do not pay any federal
taxes. Wien we refer to federal taxes, it is the incone
tax that our enployees wll pay."

So if you were thinking that paid holidays,
et cetera, were wite-offs or tax deductible, you were
wong. They don't pay taxes.

Colonialismis still live and well in the
U.S., foreign mning conpani es not paying taxes, and they
do not pay any royalties. They just rip off the U S.
citizens, taxpayers, for their benefit and take off. |I'm
going to go through a list of federal laws that this
particular project will not be in conpliance wth.

Ckay.

M TCHELL M CHAELS: M nanme is Mtchell
M chaels. Mi-t-c-h-e-1-1 Mi-c-h-a-e-l-s. 1've already
spoken with the court reporter earlier, so | won't go
t hrough nuch of this material. But | would |like to quote
fromES 3.7, Water Resources. It states: Gound water
supplies in Superior on Top-of-the-Wrld could be inpacted
by groundwater drawdown, but woul d be replaced through

mtigation. |It's wonderful to finally see this in witing.
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|'ve been fighting for over a decade to get
that admtted to a --

Madam Mayor, if | may make a suggestion, and
| quote fromyour |etter where you indicated that the USFS
only disclosed these inpacts in March, and Resol ution
Copper M ning has commtted to making sure that any
decrease in water will be replaced.

That's not mtigation. R ght? W need to
fight for restitution. Mtigation sinply nmeans you're
goi ng to make our problem | ess severe. Restitution neans
you're going to nmake ne whole. |If you steal 100 pennies
fromnme, you can return 10, and you have | essened ny
problem but it's still severe. | don't want 10 penni es or
20 or 50 or 90. | want all of ny hundred pennies returned.

And the point is that Top of the Wirld for
you, Madam Mayor, you nay drill extra wells down here at
Superior and solve your problem But at Top of the World,
we have no other resource but the water that's underneath
our feet. W have no rivers, no streans, no babbling
brooks. And if you were to inpact our water supply and
then drill a well into the water supply that you've
i npact ed, you would be basically robbing Peter to pay Paul.

My attitude is and always will be, | support
this project. But no conpany, none, should be allowed to

make a penny on the expense or to the hurt of any human
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being. And if there is going to be restitution nmade, those
systens need to be in place before the problem occurs, so
that if there ever is a problem we can basically flip the
switch, and we will be back where we were.

But the problemat Top of the Wrld is it's 8
mles fromhere. Copper -- or Resolution Copper would have
to create a water conpany, punp water for 8 mles, becone
Arizona Water, doing business as, and then get perm ssion
fromeach one of us |and owners to pipe your water supply

i nto our hones.

So please, folks, I don't know -- I'mnot a
m ning expert. | was not born and raised here. | only
canme here as a preacher 25 years ago. | know not hi ng about
m ning, but I do know this. Mtigation doesn't work.

Mtigation for the Queen Creek watershed, mtigation for
the Gla River water supply. Those problens were created
by Resolution, and if they can | essen them and nake them
| ess severe, God bless them

But you want restitution, not mtigation.
You don't want your problem|ess severe. You want your
probl em brought back to where it was before any change
occurr ed.

How s that?

MARY GOMEZ: Hello. M nane is Mary Gonez,

Ma-r-y Go-me-z.
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I " mwonderi ng about the cultural issues.
Since the Forest Service considers OGak Flat to be sacred
and traditional cultural property, why is the Forest
Service thinking of allowing Rio Tinto to destroy Oak Fl at?

And why haven't you fully anal yzed the
cultural value of Gak Flat and then used Skunk Canp
tailings dunp alternative?

Another thing is the results of the inpact
anal ysis for the Post Action Alternative 2, the Near West
site. Environnental Justice Communities identified in the
anal ysis area include eight identified Native Anerican
communities as well as the town of Hayden, Mam , d obe,
Superior, and W nkel man. However, economc effects from
the m ne woul d be nost apparent in the environnmental
justice community of the Town of Superior due to its
i medi ate proximty to Resol uti on Copper project
oper ati ons.

VWi | e m ne-i nduced beneficial economc
activity woul d be expected to increase in the region
general ly, the expected influx of new workers nay al so | ead
to shortages of area housing and/ or pressures on nuni ci pal
infrastructure, such as roads, schools, and nedical
facilities and may be acconpani ed by price increases. Such
changes would be nost likely to adversely affect |ow incone

and mnority individuals in the Town of Superior and ot her
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environnental justice communities in the region.

Environnmental effects in the i medi ate area
such as increased traffic noise, increased potenti al
exposure to hazardous materials spills or releases as well
as loss of certain recreational opportunities and changes
to the area, scenic resources are anticipated to occur, but
woul d af fect everyone equally and would therefore not be
di sproporti onate.

| also want to tal k about soci oeconom c.
Property values are expected to decline in close proximty
to the tailings storage facilities and are estimated to
average 4.1 percent under Alternative 2, and | oss of
hunti ng revenue due to tailings storage facility is
expected to be greatest under Alternative 2, but also the
sane for Alternative 3, 4, 5, and 6.

Ef fects of the nature-based tourism econony,
al so there's going to be a potential effects to the inpact,
soci oeconomi c i npacts also for this area.

Construction and operations of the proposed
m ne could affect both the Town of Superior cost to
maintain its network of streets and roads as well as those
of Pinal County. And that's it. Thank you.

ROY CHAVEZ: | just want to start off by
thanking first for com ng up and doi ng the public hearing.

My name is Roy Chavez, R-o0-y C-h-a-v-e-z.
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I'"'ma lifel ong resident of Superior, third generation. |
worked in the Magma operation. | worked in the PHP
operation. | worked for Kennecott. And | worked for Hecl a
Mning, so l've got a little bit of experience in all
flavors of the mning industry.

Thi s process shoul d have been handl ed several
years ago through the NEPA, the National Environnental
Policy Act. And our elected officials circunvented that
for this special interest |egislation, and that's what
finds us here today.

Thi s whol e process shoul d have been done a
|l ong time ago before those officials passed judgnment and
made a ruling that these public | ands being sacred,

i mportant, viable for recreation use and ot her uses be
considered prior to allowing a private entity to take over
the land, whether it's a mne or a bowing alley. That was
the law. And that's what irritates ne today, is that this
is the lawful procedure. This is special interest

| egi sl ati on, people. And you have an opportunity to say
that in public comrent.

The DEIS -- the DEIS paints a bl eak picture
for the econom c and social conditions and inpacts on the
conmunity of Superior. Especially referenced by our
Superior Mayor Mla in regards to her coments that she

made | ast -- two weeks ago or so in the | ocal paper and on
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soci al nedi a.

I'd like to know a question in reference to
Alternative 6 tailing site. The reason the site is going
to be placed somewhere in this region is because of the
m ni ng net hod, and that was explained in this beautiful
little video presentation.

But quite honestly, I'd like to see a
docunent that's signed by Rio Tinto, not Resol ution, but
Rio Tinto, that guarantees that that's the placenent of the
site. Because this is an alternative. 1'Il tell you what
|'ve been announcing it for many years in many sporting
events. | didn't get to play nmuch. Ask Jinmy O Donnel l
Where's Jimy? | didn't know | was going into the gane,
but | was there and ready, but they chose ot her players.

Lastly, | want to state that on July 14th,
2019, this year, R o Tinto announced through Bl oonberg
Fi nanci al that they were holding off with the Resol ution
project here in Superior in favor of a new m ning operation
in Australia and al so focusing nore on the Mongolian
proj ect in Mngolia.

And by the way to end, the governnment and the
peopl e of Mongolia are getting 34 percent of the revenue
fromthat mning operation. | think we're getting -- ny
time is up. That neans it's zero. That's what we're

getting.
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ANNA JEFFREY: M nane is Anna Jeffrey,
A-n-n-a J-e-f-f-r-e-y. Born and raised here. Still live
here. Still live in the house that | grew up in actually.
| brought these up here. | barely got these two weeks ago.
Okay? So | nean, really? 1'm supposed to tal k about them

right now? | can't do that.

| need -- | need tine to study.

So what | did do, just about an hour or so
ago, | wote down sonething that I would like to say. And
| can't -- because | can't sit and not say nothing. Yet, |

feel that tinme and nmy honme is being taken away from nme by
Resol uti on Copper, R o Tinto.

If you guys allow it to be destroyed, if you
guys allow this destruction to take place, you kill ny
identity and many others of -- |I'mtalking Apache
identities. And the reason |I'msaying ny identity too is
because Cak Flat is nmy church. 1It's been ny church since |

was a little kid, since ny father used to preach at San

Carl os.

Ckay. Your unfairness on how you' ve
mani pul ated this whole public hearing toois -- 1 -- 1is
just -- there's no tine. W have not had tinme to study, to
do anything. It's -- it's -- | think it's inexcusable and

| -- it's inexcusable to the very vows that you guys as the

Forest Departnent have taken to protect the |and.
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Time is on whose side here? | nean, really.
Cl ai s have been nade that RCM and their plans are to a
tee, but really they're not. They're well far off.
There's been clains made on this land. | see them
ever ywhere.

And it's outdated. |It's outdated the way
they go about it for the 1872 Mning Reform Law. The
Presi dent Ei senhower set aside OGak Flat not to be
destroyed. Wen | was little, | renenber |ooking at it,
| ooking at d obe and M am , thinking, oh, ny gosh, | ook at
what the m nes have done. That's terrible. That wll
never happen in Superior. That wll never happen in ny
nmountains to ny town.

And yet here | amfighting for this. And

it's -- it is very enotional to me because | |ove nmy town.
| love these nountains. | grew up here. | explore them
| cherish them They -- it is nmy place. [It's ny place, ny

heart. And if you guys ruin it, you know, that's just --
that's not good. Shane on you.

SYLVI A BARRETT: Sylvia Barrett. S-y-l-v-i-a
B-a-r-r-e-t-t.

Why after all this tinme and over 1300 pages,
why do we still not have exact |ocation picked or at |east
narrowed down to two? What is everyone waiting for? Wen

w Il the exact |ocation be nade public? Especially since
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Alternative 6 is the preferred site?

Now, there's not going to be a liner for
nunmber 4 alternative, which is the Silver King. Wy not?
There is a section on page 86 that says runoff in |ined
di t ches.

Wy will the ditches be |lined when you aren't
going to line the tailings? And how long is the |ining
good for? And once the |liner wears out, who pays for the
repl acenent, or will there even be a replacenent and who
pays for this?

Sticking with Silver King, Volune 1, page 81,
2.2.6.1 reads like it is okay to have issues with water
quality, public health and safety that may be associ ated
wth concrete pipeline ruptures and spills for Superior,
but not for the MARCo corridor area, which is the San Tan
Val | ey area.

So why would it be okay for Superior to have
t hese i ssues and none for anyone el se?

Vol ume 1, Chapter 3. Still on Silver King.
No site specific geotechnical investigations have been
perfornmed at the Silver King site. Wy not?

Al so, how much is RCM being bonded for? |If
they should file for bankruptcy, as nmines sonetines do,
will bonds still be in effect and wll that bond cover al

of the cleanup or will it be placed on the Superfund |i st
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and we the United States citizens pick up the tab.

M nes have to be cared for in perpetuity.

WIlIl the bond cover perpetuity? At what depth will RCM be
able to stop dewatering? Can dewatering take place while
mning is going on, or does dewatering have to be conplete
bef ore m ni ng commences?

If RCMis still dewatering at the tinme of
cl osure, how nmuch deeper wll soneone have to go to stop
t he dewat ering?

And now, water. You're going to use over
2 billion gallons of water every single year. Wat do we
want to see? Do we want to see others cone in from out of
state, or do we want to go thirsty and not have anyone cone
out here?

Thank you. ©Ch, |I'm not done.

It is not possible to nake specific
predi cti ons about m ne-induced seismcity at the proposed
Resol uti on Copper M ne. However, the potential surface
effects for induced earthquakes that m ght occur at the
proposed m ne woul d i nclude ground shaking on a |l ocal scale
whi ch woul d, could, include the Town of Superior. So think
about that.

Thank you

HENRY MUNOZ: Good evening. M name is Henry
C. Munoz, Sr. He-n-r-y Mu-n-o0-z, S-r with a dot.
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First of all, I want to reference the Draft
EI S Chapter 4, Consulted Parties, Section 4.8, Cooperating
Agenci es, specifically the USGS, which declined to
parti ci pate.

The USGS, United States Ceol ogical Survey, is
a science bureau within the Departnent of Interior that
says they declined to participate. Wwy? This is what the
USGS does. It provides science about the natural hazards
that threaten the lives and the |ivelihoods, the water, the
energy, the mnerals and other natural resources we rely
on, the health of our ecosystens, the environnment and the
i mpacts of climate and | and use change. Ckay?

Not having themis |ike the police depart nent
having a hom cide and they're sending their street cop over
there, and the hom ci de detective is saying, "No, no. |
don't want to go." It's an oxynoron. Okay?

This broad caving that they're proposing to
do has never been done nowhere in the world. By the way, |
have 23 years of mning experience, five generations of
famly in the mnes. 13 of it, block cave mning. Wy is
there not an alternative to cut and fill?

About 12 years ago, | had a discussion with a
Dr. Robert McNish. He has 29 years with the USGS. He was
a professor at the U of A when he retired fromUSGS. And

he told nme, "You know what, Henry? W' re in a drought.
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W're six years in a drought, and it's going to get worse.
The Native Anericans are going to win their war, their
trial and their rights to their water."

And you know what ? (Guess what happens? Yes,
they did. He said, "We better be nice to them™

Check this out. July 18th, 2018, City of
Gl bert signed a 100-year water |ease with the San Carl os
Apache Tribe for $31.2 nmillion. That's 6,000 acre-feet for
12 to 15,000 househol ds a year.

On August the 9th, 2016, City of Chandl er
pays Gla River Tribe $43 mllion for 100-year |ease on CAP
credits which could be worth up to 80 mllion over tine if
wat er prices go up

Chandler will receive 55 mllion gallons a
day of water.

Ckay? What does CAP water nmean to us? CAP
wat er neans Arizona, now with this drought contingency plan

that just went in, is going to |lose 192,000 acre-feet a

year. 2.8 mllion of that, tribes already own half of
that. Nevada is going to | ose 8,000 acre-feet of water.
Mexico will |ose 41,000 acre-feet of water.

Okay. That's 12 percent cut to CAP. CAP
provi des water for 40 mllion people. That's 5 mllion
acres of farm and. You can see now they're going to start

drilling down here. The state is going to provide, like, 5
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to 10 mllion to drill wells down here in the San Tan area
because there's no nore water. They're going to be
drilling for water. But |like M. Bosworth says, it's a
conpl ex issue. \Wiere's the USGS? That's the main thing
' msaying. Wen we need the expertise, it's not there.

Thank you very nuch. God bl ess.

KIM SCHENCK:  Hi . |I'm Ki m Schenck, K-i-m
S-c-h-e-n-c-k.

l'"'m a resident of Superior. Like Roy, |'ve
wor ked for a nunmber of mning conpanies in the United
States and in Central and South Aneri ca.

' ma resident of Superior, snmall business

owner, a Vista volunteer. |'mgenerally in favor of this
project. However, | think there's a nunmber of issues that
need to be looked at. | really encourage Superi or

residents to attend the Thursday town neeting to hear how
the Town anal yzes a nunber of these things and sone of the
mtigations that they're | ooking at.

| invite you to |l ook at the nunber of tines
in this docunent where it says no mtigation. These are
t hi ngs we need answers to.

Alternative 4, Silver King, irrespective of
it being dry stacking, is the only alternative that instead
of having the copper go down to San Tan in a pipeline, has

two 50-car trains every night. | have nowhere, and no one
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has been able to tell nme, why that's in Alternative 4 but
nowher e el se.

| personally believe that reactivating the
MARCo Rail road woul d provi de econom c benefit for the Town
of Superior along with tourismoptions. So I'd like to see
that | ooked at.

I'ma nmenber of the Board of Legends of
Superior Trails. W've worked with Resolution on the
recreational users group. W' ve come up with a trai
systemthat we think is really good. W're really excited
about that.

However, Bronco Creek owns mning rights on
that land, and they're in a joint venture with RRo Tinto to
expl ore there. Personally, | don't think this works as a
mtigation if those mning rights are outstanding. |
believe that RRo Tinto needs to buy those mning rights and
turn themover to the Town of Superior.

You know, the Cultural Heritage Project was
one year ago, and we | ooked at different options with
Resolution to value the fact that the stack and the
refinery area was destroyed. It's a year later, and we
still haven't seen an analysis of alternatives from
Resol uti on.

| believe that when we discuss nitigations,

t hey have to be solid. And, you know, it's common that
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m ni ng conpani es bond for environnental degradation and to
make sure that you can have a safe closure of a m ne.
bel i eve that the soci oecononic issues have to be bonded

t 0o.

The issues that we haven't | ooked at yet
coul d bankrupt Superior. | think it can be done, but there
needs to be negotiation between the Town and Resol uti on.

Thank you

JERRY WATERS: Good evening. |'mJerry
Waters. That's Jerry with a J, Wa-t-e-r-s. M background
was i n environnental engineering and netallurgica
engineering. |I'ma retired engineer.

My main concern really is the tailings pile
and the disaster potential that that represents. W're
tal ki ng about sonmething 7 square mles and 500 feet tall,
so it's significant.

And | woul d be concerned that who ni ght be
affected if this pile were to coll apse? How nany peopl e
woul d be affected? |Is there sone sort of a buffer where
you can't nove in close to the pile? Are we trying to make
sure that we have safety that's maintai ned?

Tailings drainage, | think, is a significant
issue. | understand we're going to try to separate the
pyrite out. And | don't know how this is done or if it is

monitored daily. But the pyrite would be a
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sul fur-containing ore that I understand can becone acidic
wth weathering. So it's inportant that the pyrite doesn't
end up with the rest of the tailings and that we don't get
| eachate that really contam nates the area.

Solid-state landfills deal with simlar
i ssues, and they have liners. They have covers. They have
| eachate collection so that we can't build up a | ot of
wat er behind a big pile. And this kind of technology is
ready to be used in the mning industry if sonebody wants
to pay for it.

So we don't have to tolerate things that
could kill people, and I don't think we shoul d.

Thank you

VENDSLER NOSI E:  Good evening. M nane is
Wendsl er Nosie. |1'ma fornmer chairman and al so on counci
for the San Carl os Apache Tribe for 36 years. And so by
sayi ng that alone, you can see how long |'ve been on this
issue. Practically all ny life.

There's sone few things | want to say.

First of all, where I'"'mreally disappointed
is with the Forest Service and the people involved in
putting the study together with the spirituality of our
people. How do you replace that? |In other words, it's
i ke destroyi ng Mount Sinai, and how does that refer to

your Bible today? How are you going to nake that
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connecti on?

So for us here, that's very inportant to us,
how it's going to affect the next generation? How is that
goi ng to be repl aced?

So if they're going to be noving forward with
sonething like this, they need to be able to define that.
Because that defining should be for all religion if they're
going to destroy around the world. Because it's not fair
to do that to one race of people. And, yet, we're the
ol dest people on this continent. And so that's why I'm
di sappoi nt ed.

The nunber two that |' m di sappointed is
talking to the Indian nonitors that they hired from
different tribes. They didn't even know t hey were being
used as a token to list six places and identify one that
woul d be appropriate to put this tailing. Yet, they didn't
even know that they're going to be in the mx of this
di scussion that's going on today about Native peopl e being
used to say this is where it should go. So that it
elimnates themfromthe argunment, which is really, really,
agai n, divide and conquer.

And then, again, not only in our conmunity,
but pretty nmuch here in Superior, a |ot of people have
al ready bei ng bought by Resol uti on Copper, yet they're the

ones nmaki ng deci sions at the governnent |evel and within




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © © N o o0 M W N L O

32

their activities. And yet, those guys should be null and
void in their speaking because they're already bought, and
they are already speaking for the project.

And the reason why | say this is there's so
many unanswered -- |I'mgoing to go back to Rick Ransey.

Ri ck Ransey told ne the day he got caught, which he said,
"Wendsler, this is wong. You're going to -- it's a hil

to clinmb, but it can be won. Because they're trying to get
t hensel ves exenpt from NEPA, the law that governs this
country."”

And just |ike some of the speakers before ne
who already outlined that if NEPA woul d have done -- be
done in the very beginning, that we won't be here tonight.

And the other thing is water is life.
Everybody in this roomgot to renenber that water is life.
| mean, no matter what we do to the future in technol ogy,
if you do not have water, you do not have a conmunity. You
do not have your famly. That's sonething really inportant
you need to under st and.

And the next thing is that what happens
underneath the ground and what's going to be brought to the
surface? Wat kind of new di seases are we going to be hit
with? These -- this is the very inportant reason why they
had to get exenpt.

And there's so nuch nore. But, people, you
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have to ask these questions. You have to | ook deep down in
your heart to make that crucial decision of what tonorrow s

going to be for our children.

But I will be meking statenments as we go
because three mnutes is not very -- enough tinme, and yet,
you know, we're -- we're facing a devastation to the

future. So we should be given the multiple tinme so al
this is addressed.

So thank you.

JILL GRAMS: Okay. |'d like to thank
everyone for participating. W do have time if anyone el se
wants to provide a comment here during the hearing. So we
have nore opportunity.

Wuld you like to finish? You did get cut
off, so we'll give you a little bit nore tine to finish

NANCY FREEMAN: | appreciate that. These are
actually federal guidelines that this project does not
abi de by. Evidently, the people have not read the 1872
m ning | aw which they use as their reason that they can
do -- destroy our forest. Because the |law specifically
states that mning clains can only be owned by U. S.
citizens, certainly not by a foreign corporation.

However, keep in mnd that the Rio Tinto
group between 2000 and 2019 paid 20,785,000 to | obby U. S.

Congress. So they nmust not have thought it was a good deal
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also if they had to go through that. They al so between
2005 and ' 20, they paid 303,000 directly to Canada. This
woul d include the 7,500 perk that Senator -- that's spelled
S-i-n-a-t-o-r -- that Senator MCain received in 2014 at
the tinme he put the earmark on the mlitary spending bill.

We al so have the Wnters Doctrine that
specifically states that when a federal reservation is
created, it means that it can maintain the water to sustain
the reservation. This | aw has been tested in court to
protect national forests, especially in California, but
al so here in Arizona Suprene Court.

The presiding judge wote: The doctrine
applies not only to Indian reservations, but also to other
federal enclaves, such as national parks, forests,
monunents, mlitary bases, and wildlife preserves.

We need to note the nunber of trees that they
are planning to destroy by dewatering the region down to
7,000 feet and stop that action.

Presidential |and orders to reserve Gak Fl at
canpground were signed by President Ei senhower and
Presi dent N xon and were never rescinded as far as | can
ascertain. A presidential order is in place until another
president rescinds it. | find no records that it has been
resci nded.

Keep in mnd that in the neeting in Superior
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w th Resol uti on Copper, Town officials and citizens, |

br ought up the subject of using in situ m ning which does
not need tailing inpanel nent, waste piles, and creating
dust, the -- and chemicals in the air.

| was told by the Resol ution Copper rep that

in situ was too expensive. So they have $21 million to

i nfl uence Congress and billions to inplenent robots for a
project that is going to fail. It is not engineeringly
technically feasible. And I'll cover that in another
hear i ng.

JILL GRAMS: (kay. Thank you everyone for
participating this evening.

Ch, you want another three m nutes? Ckay.

I nmean, we can keep going if other people
want to keep speaking.

DON ZOBEL: Basically two things. Wat | --
t he whol e prem se of the project and she kind of alluded to
it also, is that sonehow econom cs determ nes what they are
allowed to do, and I don't understand that.

In other words, they don't have to have that
t housand-foot hole. The Forest Service is choosing to
all ow themto have that because it's nore expensive to do
it sone other way. Wy? | nean, | don't understand that.

And the other thing is, | didn't realize they

had the picture there, and they showed that after Year 6
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it's going to start subsiding, as | understand it. Wy
don't just dunp the stuff right back in the top? You know,
it's the sane stuff; right? It sinks down. You just keep
putting out. You're all done. You don't have a hole.

So that was two things. | just don't
understand the prem se of econom cs entering in.

JILL GRAMS: Ckay. So we will have the open
house continuing for another -- until 8:30 p.m this
evening. So --

Pl ease. And, please, |I'masking you to
pl ease state your nane for your comment. Thank you.

CORRINE FREEMAN: Hi. M nane is Corrine
Freeman. And | just want to give nmy opinion. And |I'm
agai nst Resolution tearing down Cak Flats. | was -- about
1960s, late "60s, | used to go to Cak Flats and gat her
acorns with my relatives. Not only that, but | saw live
animals. | saw horny toads. | saw eagles fly.

And | went back, like, a nonth ago. | don't
see those creatures. They are dying. The ground is
| ooki ng dead. The trees are not bloomng |ike they used to
bl oom And you know what? They are dying, and we're goi ng
to foll ow

Your kids are going to cone down nore with --
cancer rates are comng -- the incidence of cancer rates

are fromd obe, Mam, Superior. Just |ook around you in
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your nei ghborhoods. You know, sonebody, next-door

nei ghbor, your famly nenber that has died of cancer. Wy?
Because of the tailings of the mne, the arsenic in the
wat er .

And |' m asking you stop the mning in Qak
Flats, in Apache Leap. W w il be next. They die, and we
will die with them

Thank you

SYLVI A BARRETT: Sylvia Barrett. S-y-l-v-i-a
B-a-r-r-e-t-t.

My | ast comment. Wiy has Erik Filsinger,
group of the clinbers, refused to say how nuch noney they
are receiving fromResolution for signing on to them
backing this project? Al parties profiting fromthis
venture shoul d di scl ose what they have received for signing
on to this. W know what Superior is getting, but who else
is getting sonething? And | think that should be part of
what is in all this paperwork.

They're all getting sonething, but the
clinbers are getting over a mllion dollars, and | don't
know what Superior is getting. But |I've heard it could be
as high as 2 mllion.

TOM WRI GHT: MWy nane, again, is Tom Wi ght,
T-o-m Wr-i-g-h-t.

Just a very quick note here because this is a
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very conplicated subject. But regarding the archaeol ogica
survey, the archaeol ogical values, the mtigation in
Section 106, Consultation. | helped wite about 10 pages
worth of comments on this during the scoping phase.

They' re not addressed. They're not even close to being
addressed in the Draft EIS.

I have | ooked at the draft progranmatic
agreenent. It's boilerplate. This could be done for any
proj ect anywhere. It doesn't acknow edge or respect the
very special nature of the archaeol ogical and cultura
sites in this area

When sonething is submtted during the
scopi ng phase, as | understand it, it needs to be addressed
in the EIS. | was very careful to phrase all of those
i ssues as questions. There's question marks at the end of
each point. Questions have to be answered in the EIS.
That's not happeni ng here.

| certainly understand the sensitive nature
of much of this information, and | would never ask for that
to be made public. But when we're tal ki ng about
procedures, standards, the details of howthis is going to
be carried out, the quality control, the peer review, and
so forth, that can be discussed in the EIS. Again, it
isn't.

The PA needs to be conpletely redone. The
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whol e process needs to be made transparent. So that's ny
comrent for now.

Al so, | had nentioned earlier that |I had done
an email to M. John Scaggs, and | did get a response back
fromhim And | want to provide that to M. Bosworth for
the record. Just to put on the record the problens that |
had even receiving a copy of this docunment in the first
pl ace.

ANNA JEFFREY: | kind of wanted to -- Anna

Jeffrey, J-e-f-f-r-e-y.

Now, | kind of want to talk to you about
this.

| nmean, how -- how well do you know Qak Fl at
and all the endangered area? | nean, how well do you

really know it? Have you touched it, felt it, snelled it,
you know, tasted it? | nmean, have you really experienced
it like maybe | have or the same way naybe the Apaches, or
even nore ot her people who cone there, who dream of Qak
Flat. They have dreans of Oak Flat ever since it's been,
you know, endangered, and they cone there.

And what |'masking for is for you to | ook at
the real issue here. | nean, this is like our heart. This
islike a-- this is like a famly nmenber. And they want
to trade us, our own famly with sonme other famly that |

don't even know what Land Exchange you -- you know, what
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the value is on that or anything like that. Where is it
at? | don't even know. Is it in the books? |[|'mnot sure.

But | just want you to know that you are
dealing with people who -- | nean, if they take this, it's
like ripping out our hearts. And | speak -- | speak for
nmyself, but I know | speak for a | ot of other people too.
And | just want you to keep that in mnd, you know. | do
not want to see ny town be destroyed. | don't want see the
dust flying. | don't want to see the --

| go to Gak Flat all the tine. And |'ve seen
how t he springs have already dried up. How, you know,
the -- the deer, the deer tracks, trying to drink water out
of this nuch.

The pond out there. You guys renenber the
pond? Renenber that pond out there where there were crane
and there were ducks all the tine and hawks flying around?
There's not hi ng, nothing anynore. And they haven't even

begun yet. This is just their first initial dewatering

process. So that the -- you know, they don't fill up the
tunnel s.

But | just -- you know, consider everything.
That's all |I'masking. That's what | pray about, that God

opens up everyone's eyes that they just see it for what it
really is. You know, and we've got global warm ng com ng

here and change, and we've got to be taking care of our
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pl anet, not destroying it.
That's -- yeah. | could go on and on, but

you guys probably get bored.

Thank you
SANDRA RAMBLER: | guess for the record, |
can speak English. M nane is Sandra Ranbler. | cone from

t he Nadu' usn C an, which is a rocks people fromthe
Aravai pa that dwelled all over Cak Flat. | explained
earlier in Apache.

And ny roots are there. M grand -- great
grandparents are buried there. And | sure don't want no
bul | dozer to cone over and take their remains because that
woul d be conpl ete desecration.

My granddaughter had her cerenony there,
com ng of age cerenony there. W've had nultiple dances
there. And they will continue. W have a holy ground
there that we continue to cone and participate. And it's a
church to us.

And taking the piece of Gak Flat fromus is
li ke cutting an armoff or cutting a leg off. Because that
makes us who we are. That's our identity as Apache peopl e.
And that's where ny roots are from

And | explained earlier that | didn't cone
fromno other land. | didn't cone from Europe. D dn't

conme fromAsia. | didn't cone from Queen Elizabeth's
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famly. None of that sort. I'ma full blood, bona fide,
100 percent San Carl os Apache, and | stand proud tonight to
| et you know that | thank God, Creator God, for naking ne
an Apache and for giving ne the ability to stand up and
speak out of how | feel about Qak Fl at.

I worked for the Tribal Council for 25 years.
| worked under five different tribal adm nistrations, and
each adm ni strati on passed and reaffirnmed resol utions,
saying that Cak Flat is a holy place to our people. And I
woul d conti nue to stand behind each and every council
menber that voted in that favor.

And it wll behoove you to at |east think
sensibly and be snmart. You don't want subsidence. You do
not want subsidence. |In Apache we say (native | anguage
spoken). That neans that's the end, the end of tinme when
t hat happens. And that's a prophecy in our Apache
| anguage, Apache cul ture.

When there's a subsidence, m ght as well
forget it. There goes your |land. There goes your water.
There goes your |ivelihood, and there goes whatever you had
left of this |and.

So to us it's sacred, and | ask the U S
Forest Service to not only extend, but to give us an
opportunity to fully be heard |like we should have been

under neath and under the cultural |laws that remain to
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protect people |like ourselves. And we will fight. W wll
fight for our water. W're not going to give up. W're
fighters. That's who we are as Apaches.

Thank you

VENDSLER NOSIE: | tell you the three m nutes
is really fast to try to get everything you can in there.
Wendsl er Nosi e.

What | just want to touch on really quick is
that when -- when they were exenpt from NEPA, as far as we
understand it is that regardl ess of the end, the | and
transfer's going to happen anyway. So to us we see this is
just a show, but it's going to happen anyway. Because the
real fight -- because these guys here are nandated by the
peopl e of Congress. | nean, because we talked to the
agenci es in Washi ngton, and they're adhering to Congress
and what John McCain had did, the |late night rider. And so
the only way we could really get nmovenent on it is in
Washi ngt on.

But these guys can al so do us a favor and
really address this issue back to Congress and say they
need to bring it back for a hearing in Congress. So if
they mean well, this is what these individuals can do for
the betterment of all the people that live in southern
Arizona. Because the effect is going to be a major effect

that will affect us forever.
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So here, we're just here. They're just doing
the process. | nean, let's be real. But what they can do
for us is to take this and address it back to Congressi onal
peopl e and say: You have to have a hearing on this.

You' ve got to hear. It's a |ot bigger than what we
thought. [It's affecting the |livelihood of people.

And then they know t oo because they go around
to the reservations, all the tribes, ny relatives, and
of fer them noney. The Resolution can do this, do that. So
they start a lot of prograns in different reservations so
they don't have to be a part of this issue.

So they're doing that to tribes. They're
doing that to all the communities. Because |I'min d obe.
The sane way in 3 obe. You know, so talking to G obe
m ners, they're real threatened by this, because why is it
a hush-hush? And why is it that they' re subject to NEPA
when Resol uti on Copper, a foreign conpany, is not going to
be subject to NEPA?

So they're rushing around for NEPA -- what do
you call them when they cone in and they check the mnes to
see they're applying by the rules? WlIIl, how can that be
for Resol ution Copper when they're never even going to have
t hat ?

And then the second thing they argue about is

t hat what happens after Resol ution Copper |eaves? Were is
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the U S. Forest Service going to play a role during and
after? Wat happens after?

And the last thing | need to tell you people
here in Superior and fromother counties is what we | earn
in Washington is that if you don't gripe now, then you can
never file a lawsuit against them |l ater for your children.
For your children. Because if what we say is going to
happen and we don't say nothing now, our kids are going to
be upset at us today for not speaking up. Because where
are they going to go?

And one of the things that | |learned is that
towns like this are no different than reservations. The
way we're stuck to the reservation, there are a | ot of
peopl e stuck here. They can't do nuch. That are stuck
fromthese county lines, cities.

So yours are called city and state. Qurs are
call ed reservation. But anyway, you know, that's ny
question to these guys. You know, they need to take it
back to D.C. and say: You've got to have a hearing on this
again. There's new information. You ve got to hear it.

JILL GRAMS: (kay. Thank you very much for
participating this evening. Like | said, we will be here
until 8:30 with the open house. There are a |ot of people
that participated in drafting parts of the EIS and know - -

have a |l ot of information, so could answer any questions
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So thank you.
(Hearing concludes at 7:42 p.m)
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