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GARRI CK TAYLOR: Thank you. For the
record, Garrick Taylor, Ga-r-r-i-c-k, Taylor,
T-a-y-l-o0o-r. |I'mhere on behalf of the Arizona Chanber
of Commerce and | ndustry.

On behal f of the Chanber, | would like to
commend the Forest Service for this sound, thorough and
robust manner in which supplied the NEPA t hroughout the
process. The extensive engagenent process, analysis
and change in the scope of the project conponents in
the DEI'S, nobst notably the change in |location and type
of tailings managenent, is evidence that the Forest
Servi ce and Resol uti on Copper have both |istened and
responded to public concerns and comments.

Let's renmenber this process dates back to
2013. I'mgoing to urge the Tonto National Forest not
to entertain any public comrent period extension
requests. |I'magoing to urge the comments received
during this 90-day period be addressed in a tinely
manner and conpl ete the Final Environnent I|npact
Statenent w thout delay, so that the | ocal communities,
the state, and the nation may realize the benefits of
this project sooner rather than | ater.

It should be noted that the Resol ution
Copper | and exchange was one of 80 | and exchange

packages passed in the 2014 Nati onal Defense
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Aut hori zation Act. It received strong bipartisan
support under the Obanma adm nistration. The Resol ution
Copper | and exchange is the one of those | and exchanges
which requires a full NEPA EIS process to be undertaken
before the transfer of land title. This is a result of
Resol uti on Copper and el ected officials responding to
Congressi onal testinony where this inpressive and
process step was requested.

As for sonething to note, in this |and
exchange there is an explicit requirenent for
preservation of Apache Leap, which resulted in the
creation of the Apache Leap special nmnagenent area and
a requirenent to maintain access to the Gak Fl at
canpground area for as long at it is safe. Both itens
were conpl eted at the request of tribes and | ocal
communi ties specifically requested during the 2009
Congr essi onal testinony.

The Chanber fully supports the preferred
tailings storage facility alternative known as Skunk
Canp. This location not only addresses public concerns
related to tailings storage on federal |ands, but also
noves it away from |l arge popul ati on areas and enpl oys
desi gn standards, including safety, water recycling,
and reclamation requirenents that neet or exceed

i ndustry best practices fromaround the worl d.
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And finally, the DEIS outlines the
spect acul ar econom c benefits to | ocal school s,
communi ties, counties, and the state by delivering
nearly 3,700 hi gh-paying jobs and nore than a billion
dollars in econonm c value annually.

However, the Forest Service may have
underestimated | ocal tax revenues that will be realized
t hrough construction activities, new commercial s
devel opnents, such as housing, hotels, retail and nore
which will occur as a result of the operation.

The Final EI'S should consider whet her
there are additional governnent revenue streamns that
are not quantified in the current analysis.

| appreciate the chance to visit wth you
this eveni ng and provide these coments.

MORGUN FREJO Yes. M nane is Mrgun,
Mo-r-g-u-n, Frejo, F-r-e-j-o.

| want to start off by saying that
M. Bosworth needs to be here at all of these public
hearings, since he has a major decision in this
pr oj ect .

And, al so, how can you mtigate the water
use for this project, when there's a nmjor inpact by
renoving it in the first place? And how can you

guar antee that the subsidence in this project will not
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affect either Hi ghway 60, Apache Leap, or Devil's
Canyon al so know as Guan (phonetic) Canyon. And the
|l ocals in the surrounding area, in the presentation
video, it's stated that only 5 percent will be noticed
in a haze fromhikers. But yet howwll the locals in
t he surroundi ng areas be affected?
| stated previously in other statenents at
these hearings that this project is a formof continued
spiritual genocide and ecol ogi cal genocide. As
i ndi genous people, we use al nost every natural resource
that we can in our cerenonies. |t connects us to
Mot her Earth and this illegal project that you all are
trying to push through will deeply inpact, not only ny
famly, but other indigenous communities to this area.
This is a direct attack on ny famly. M
daught ers have had their com ng of age cerenonies
there. You are cutting their lives in half with this.

| ' ve had many opportunities to pick and use a | ot of

natural resources fromwood to sage, cedar. The rocks
that are in our cerenpnies that we sing -- in singing
and pray, this project is the only one that | know of

that's bei ng pushed through such an inportant area.
| 've never heard of a project like this
being built through a church or synagogue or a

cenetery. There are lineages in -- fromthe
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surroundi ng area that connects other famlies to this
area. You are desecrating their bodies. Wuld you
desecrate the ones buried in Arlington Cenetery in
D.C~?

And | ask and each everyone of you, the
ones that are not signed up to speak, in the opening at
the end, please use your voice. This affects all of
us. This is not just an indigenous issue. This is not
just community issues in the surrounding areas. This
is a human rights issue. This a direct attack on
water. We all need water to survive. None of us can
live without it. Wat are we going to do when all of
the water in this area is used up and desecrated
itself. There is no respect in this project. There is
no respect for local indigenous communities. And there
i's no respect on the surroundi ng areas.

Thank you.

BETTY WAGNER: Good evening. M nane is
Betty Wagner, B-e-t-t-y Wa-g-n-e-r.

And |I'm here in support, certainly of the
i ndi genous i ssues that are inpacted by this project, as
well as -- | understand the project is noving forward.
One of the things -- or sone of the things that | see
m ssing in the statenent and how t hi ngs are novi ng

forward is exactly the inpact to the water. How nuch?
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How fast? How huge this inpact is going to be? W see
all the nunbers. It's hard -- it's hard to believe
that those are all true.

We, ourselves, our own famly is invol ved
in surface water rights and defendi ng those on a state
| evel and | know how hard we had to work to defend
t hose rights.

And | inplore the -- certainly the Forest
Service to really, really work with the engi neers, work
with everybody to do a bang-up job of beating that
issue to death, in the anal ysis.

The second thing is as it relates to the
recreational areas. | have a son who is a rock
clinmber, so I'"'mhere to represent sone of the clinbers
tonight attune to say: Ckay, great this is going to
happen. Now what's the financial commtnent to really
make the new area as good as it can be? Regardl ess of
how far away and how awful it is, what you can do to
make be an adequate -- | don't know if | can even say
that -- replacenent to what's being lost in terns of
Queen Creek. So | encourage that piece.

The third and last thing for ne is the
i npact on the local comunity, as it relates to
Superior. | understand and |I've been reading

everything in the newspapers that track all of the




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

10

things that are going to happen. But where is the
support to the infrastructure for Superior? You're
goi ng to have apartnments. You're going to have nore
water. You' re going to have nore sewer, nore
everything. And where is the financial comm tnent and
support fromeither the Forest Service or what you
negotiate wth Resolution to be able to support the
requi rements and what has to happen to really nake
Superior a vibrant town in light of -- we're all saying
this is going to be wonderful for them we don't see
it yet.

So thank you for listening and |
appreci ate the opportunity. Thank you.

BAASE PIKE: Hi . (Speaking Native
| anguage.)

(Speaki ng Native | anguage.) M nane is
Basse Pi ke, B-a-a-s-e P-i-k-e.

| would first like to say that | oppose
this | and exchange and Resol uti on Copper m ning and
hurting my Native land Gak Flat. | would just like to
say that every since | was little, nmy famly has been
fighting for these fights [sic]. | renenber -- |
remenber runni ng and protecting our honme on Mount
Graham And then always fighting for Cak Fl at.

And | just want to say, |I'mtired -- |I'm
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tired of these corporations trying to take ny | and,
trying to hurt Mother Earth. Mdther Earth doesn't need
to be hurt. What's going to happen to all the water
when it's gone? W all (unintelligible) water. So
what's goi ng to happen when it's gone?

W all know we need the plants and the
earth and everything. So why are you trying to take it
away? Especially Gak Flat. @OGak Flat has the acorn |
pick. Ever since |l was little, | would go there and
pick it. So why are you going to take that -- why are
you going to take that tradition away fromne? Wat am
| going to do when | have kids and grandchil dren and |
won't be able to take themto Gak Fl at and show t hem
the acorn and tell the stories that ny
great - grandnot her would tell ne about Gak Flat. So
what are you going to do?

And also Cak Flat is really, really sacred
tome. It's in our traditional stories. And you say
it's going to destroy like prehistoric and historic
stuff. Wen |I'm here present today and ny famly are
here, we are not gone. W are not history. W're
right here. Blood and everything. W're hunman bei ngs
and it's still -- and we're still protecting -- we're
still doing traditional stuff at Gak Flat. So why you

are going to take it away so that we don't do it
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anynore? Wen | honestly do it.

So | would just like to say do not m ne
GCak Flat. OGak Flat is nmy hone. They're going to
destroy it. Wat's going to happen to the water and
the air? Like it's going to affect every single one of
us. And I'mfighting to protect you guys and your air
and your water that you're going to drink and you're
going to breathe in. So just do not mne CGak Fl at.
That's it.

TOM WRIGHT: M nane is Tom Wight, T-o-m
Wr-i-g-h-t. | live about a five-mnute drive from
here. And |I'mnot sure who picked this |ocation. But
if you asked ne, | probably could have found a pl ace
wth | ess parking, and a snaller roomand a stuffier
(unintelligible). So next tinme you' ve having a
nmeeting, |I'mavailable as a consultant. Sorry.

Ckay. Three mnutes. Three minutes on a
m crophone, that isn't very long. 1It's okay. | don't
have too nuch to say. | do have substantive comments,
particularly about the (unintelligible). | wll be
submitting those as witten comrents later. For right
now, I want to (unintelligible) a few coments.

Envi ronnment al i npact statenents are
supposed to benefit the Anmerican people by gathering

i nformati on and evaluating alternatives in advance of
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proposed actions that have maj or inpacts on our
environnent. The whol e purpose of an EISis to | ook
bef ore you | eap.

The Resol uti on Copper plan is not a | ook,
it's a leap right off the edge of a high cliff. It's
not about naking an infornmed choice. [It's about
provi di ng cover for the worse sort of political
deal maki ng. Everybody in this room knows or should
know how we all got to this point.

It's already in the public record and it
represents what | consider to be a disgraceful attack
on the rights of citizens to have a neani ngful say on
how the public resources are nanaged and who has to
sacrifice what for gross profit.

The one thing | do want to nmake clear, |
don't blanme the Forest Service. | know there's a |ot

of (unintelligible) sonetines. (Unintelligible)

because they were pushed, just |like the rest of us
were. | believe that they're doing the best they can
wth this stinking nandate that they were given. In ny
own way, |'mdoing ny best too.

| think we need to save OGak Flat. W need
to preserve Arizona's land, the water, the wild life,
t he biological and cultural resources. W deserve a

| ot better than a big hole in the ground and

13
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(unintelligible) toxic waste | eaching into the
aqui fers.

Thanks.

VANESSA NO SE: (Speaking Native
| anguage.)

V-a-n-e-s-s-a N-o-s-i-e.

Well, first, |ike everybody has said,
three mnutes isn't enough, when all our lives matter.
| cone from (speaking Native | anguage).

That was ny youngest daught er speaki ng.

So can you see how it breaks ny heart to know t hat
she's worried about her life. You know, so I'm
standi ng here and (unintelligible) as indigenous people
that we're fighting -- we're always fighting to protect
who we are, to protect our |land, to protect our
identity, to protect our water and those yet to be

bor n.

But we as i ndi genous peopl e al so protect
every single one of you guys sitting here. You know,
Tenpe, if it didn't affect the netropolitan area and
t he Tenpe area and all the Phoenix, the Valley area, we
woul dn't be here.

So | think you guys got to renenber this
DEIS is inconplete. Because what's going to happen

when the toxic tailings are put near the netropolitan
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area? That's what you guys are going to be breathing
in. W as indigenous people have been fighting for
over 500 years and it hasn't stopped. Wen are we
going to get a wwn? Wen are we going to matter?

l'msorry, | get enotional, but I'm
tal king about ny life that is being effected. Every
single day | have to get up and pray, |ike ny ancestors
did. But | pray for everyone in this world. M
grandma used to tell nme when the sun starts to rise,
you protect -- you pray for your people here, all the
people on this side and you pray for the people on the
other side of the world. And when the sun sets, you do
t he sane thing.

So renenber that. Al you guys that are
in position, you know you can stop this. You know you
can delay it. Neil should have been here. This is his
decision. And he's right, yes, the Tonto Forest
Service is put in a hard position, but they have the
power to nake sonet hi ng happen. They have the power to
protect our people. They have the power to show t hat
we all care.

Are you going to be able to drink dirty
water? Are you going to be able to breath the dirty
air? Are you guys going to be able to raise your Kids

in an environnment that they can be able to go outside
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and play? Because right now |I'mworried about ny
grandchi l dren when they cone. [|'mgoing to worry about
nmy great-grandchildren when they're here on this earth.
What kind of world are we going to | eave thenf

We tal k about econom c devel opnent. W
know t hat Resol uti on Copper ain't going to give the
econom ¢ devel opnent that it promses. No way. W
know t hat nobody can go withstand that heat.

So it's -- you know, cone on you guys,
wake up. Tonto, wake up. Make noral decisions that's
going to benefit all people. | hate seeing ny daughter
up here pl eadi ng and aski ng you guys to recogni ze her,
that her life matters. She should -- we right now
should be at a tine of unification and that we shoul d
be protecting every one of us. W all matter, no
matter what color, what religion you believe in, we
matter. Life matters.

( Speaki ng Native | anguage.)

BRETT TANNER. Good evening. M nane is
Brett Tanner, B-r-e-t-t T-a-n-n-e-r. And good eveni ng
ever ybody.

First, | want to extend ny respect to
t hose that have spoke so far and shared heartfelt
thoughts. | represent the Arizona Mning Industry Gets

Qur Support or nore commonly known as AM GOS. AM GOS
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is a group of hundreds of small- and m d-si zed
conpanies and we rely on the mning industry for our
l'iveli hood and we are here -- I'mhere to represent the
AM GOS and extend our support for the project.

Many of our conpanies are actually focused
on environnent and sustainability. They spend
every day of their |lives devel opi ng technol ogi es and
experience to prevent chall enges that have been
expressed here and to nmake sure that we do things safe.
And | encourage the Forest Service to continue the
efforts in making sure that will take place. But we're
activity engaged in the mning industry as it was
protecting our environnent and doing it in a fair and
saf e manner.

| want to just extend our appreciation for
the process, for the opportunity to stand up and speak.
Whet her we agree or disagree, the process is fair and
just and | appreciate the opportunity. And, again, as

a representative of the AM G0S, we support this

pr oj ect .

Thank you.

El LEEN BADEN: Hi . My nane's Eil een
Baden, E-i-l-e-e-n, |ast nane, B-a-d-e-n.

| just wanted to -- you just said it was a

fair and just process. To ne, it doesn't seemli ke
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it's a fair and just process because Neil cannot choose
the no action alterative. |'ve never heard of another
NEPA proj ect where the no action alternative cannot be
chosen. Usually the decision maker -- the whole idea
behi nd NEPA is that you' re supposed to | ook before you
| eap. So he should be able to choose the no action
alternative if he's concerned that the environnental
and soci al inpacts outweigh the benefit of the project.
| have sone concerns about why we
didn't -- you know, other alternatives weren't | ooked
at because they weren't reasonable. But why weren't
t hey reasonabl e? Wre they too expensive and was
Resol ution Copper not willing to pay that? You know,
so really | haven't seen a | ot of explanation about
why. It just says it's not reasonable and then it's --
| don't see the explanation for that.

| also just don't know how typical it
IS -- you know, so does anybody here represent the
Forest Service?

So do you have any ot her projects where a
private conpany has, |ike, taken |l and and the Forest
Service had to approve it?

Ckay. You're not answering any questions.

Ckay. So | also just -- QGak Flat was a

W thdraw area. It was withdrawn frommning in 1955
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for a public | and order and so usually we | ook at | and
managenent plans before we just decide that a project
is going to nove forward. So | don't know why we're
able to go in and now say, okay, it was w thdrawn from
mning in 1955, but nowit's open to m ning.

l*"'mwondering if the EIS takes -- defines
not only the U S. Forest Service's purpose and need to
respond to the request, but does it define the
applicant's purpose and need of why we're doing this
project? Do we really need nore copper? |Is that --
you know, so | think defining the applicant's purpose
and need in the EISis very beneficial.

Al so, we said -- they said |ater on that
the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers woul d approve any
mning, that's what they said in the video. But |
t hi nk because by law that the U S. Forest Service has
to approve this project, that the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers al so has to approve any permtting that cones
in.

Also, if you want to comment on this
project, | encourage you to |l ook up howto wite a
substantive comment. You need to wite it in terns
that you're applying it to the National Environnental
Policy Act. |If you just say that you don't want the

mne built, they can dismss that. So be sure to | ook
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into how to comment properly, if you have concerns
about how the real inpacts relating to water quality or
ot her things along that |ine.

| also would like a submt formal request
to extend the public comrent period and give peopl e,
who are maybe just now just |earning about this project
alittle bit nore tine to conmment on the Draft EIS.

Al so, the U S. Forest Service is open to
heari ng about potential mtigati on nmeasures for
recreation. So if you have particul ar recomendati ons,
| saw on the website you that can submt those.

Thank you.

RI CK GRI NNELL: Good evening. M/ nane is
Rick Ginnell, Ri-c-k, Ginnell, Gr-i-n-n-e-I-1I.

First of all, to the Forest Service and
its representatives, this is a very |ong and arduous
process that requires a whole | ot of expertise, tine

and energy and attention to detail.

To the general public, | don't think we
have any real understanding howintricate -- and the
requirements in order to fulfill the obligations under

the law. So thank you very nuch.
| would also |like to say that since 1950
t he popul ati on of the world has gone froma little over

2.5 billion people to over 7.7 billion people, over
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three tines. Since 1950 the need of copper has gone up
nine times and will continue to do so. W can't live
in a wrld today w thout m ning, period.

And the other |ady that just spoke,
congratul ati ons, you've got a brave young |ady. And
have ni ne grandkids and now two great-grand kids. [|'m
feeling ny age. But the inportant part when we di scuss
things with the kids is | tell them | want you to
share your ideas, your opinions. You don't have to
agree with ne. But what | would ask is that we woul d
have an open and honest di al ogue about the facts. And
the facts of this project are going to be designed and
created at the end of this process for everybody to
have an opportunity to revi ew again.

Mning is not without its shortcom ngs.

But then, again, there's nothing in our |lives that we
do that don't have consequences. | venture to guess
how many of us in here naybe have artificial knees or
back surgeries. How about pacenakers? Hearing aids,
eyegl asses. Wthout mning there is nothing in our
lives that it doesn't touch because of ni ning.

| know that ny grandkids aren't willing to
give up their cell phones. They would give up ny
wal | et before their cell phone, and that's a fact of

life. Wthout the conputers, the education systemthat
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we all thrive that they enhance be better.

And, again, you know, they say the eneny
of perfect -- or perfect is the eneny of good. You
know, as much as anything el se, we have to -- we really
need to understand, there are consequences. And the
rules and regulations in this country for m ning
exceeds anywhere else in the world. So if we don't
build it here, where are we going to build it?

Thank you.

THADDEUS BARRI NGER: Hel | o. My nane is
Thaddeus Barringer, T-h-a-d-d-e-u-s, Barringer,
B-a-r-r-i-n-g-e-r.

| was a wel der out at Resol ution Copper
for 10 years and also a rock clinber, that's how t hey
found nme. And | just kind of |aughed at themthe whol e
time thinking that they're never going to get the deal.
And then John McCain goes in the dead of night and puts
it in the National Defense bill. There is no public
hearing that we were able to vote on as a society.
Because | guarantee you, this would not be happeni ng
right now. If you guys gave all of Phoenix, all of
Ari zona the opportunity to vote on it, it wouldn't have
happened. 1It's a bad deal for Arizona.

| think we need copper, absolutely. But

we need to get it in a responsible manner. W need to
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mne it wthout surface disturbance. This is the year
2019. If you can't extract copper w thout destroying
t he surface, then guess what, you can't get it yet.
You can't have it. Not to nention the water is being
polluted. |I'mvery happy to hear that you guys noved
the tailings pond fromright above Queen Valley to
sout h of Superior, that was good. But, God damm, guys,
stop, please.

CHRI S SPI DLE: Chris Spidle, CGh-r-i-s
S-p-i-d-1l-e.

| only have a short time, so lI'mgoing to
have to make this pretty blunt. | see a | ot of people
here, but very few people in the past have spoken up
and those just won't get recorded. So if there's extra
tinme, | suggest that you do sonethi ng about that.

Here's the problem and | said |I'm going
to be blunt. I'msorry, |'ve done a | ot of research.
| ' ve spent about 100 hours investigating this deal on
the Internet and |I've spent time doubl e-checki ng ny
facts, rechecking the sources, making sure that what
|'"msaying is what | believe in ny heart to be true.
And so this is ny opinion, and |I'm saying this based
upon ny right to free speech. So even though it may
sound kind of rough, I want you to know that | think

have a right to say this.
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And that is that this whole deal is a
sham This whole deal is rigged. It's prewwred. And
the people in this roomthat had anything to do with
it, nmeaning SWCA, the owner of SWCA, Nature
Conservancy, people fromthe m ne, people fromthe
Forest Service are conplicit init. Because if they
actively engaged in it or they didn't | ook the right
di recti on when they shoul d have.

And | want you to know that | am not
opposed to the mne. |'mnot opposed to anything
having to do with this, publicly. | have ny personal
feelings, but that's not what |I'm speaking about. |I'm
telling you that this is a sham because | believe that
if they're going to do it, they need to do it legally
and they need to follow the rul es.

And 1'Il tell you why it's a sham The
shamis that Steven W Carothers, SWC, as in SWA, has
been a nmenber of the Nature Conservancy Board of
Directors since 1988. Nature Conservancy is heavily
invested in 7B Ranch, which represents 70 percent of
the land in the land swap. Wthout the 7B Ranch, the
deal fails and they've been punping up the val ue of
that so that it can equal it. They're going to --
Resol uti on has spent approximately $18 nmillion to get

access to $130 billion worth of copper and they needed
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to make 7B Ranch | ook good. MNow that's what they've
done.

Now, what you have is a contracting
of ficer who went onto the GSA schedul es and j ust
sel ected sonebody. And, you know what, it got to
bot heri ng ne today because when he stuck his hand in
the jar and pulled out a nane, he just so happened to
get Steven B. [sic] Carothers' conmpany, who is heavily
invested in the 7B Ranch for the | ast 30 years.

Now you tell ne how this DEI'S can be
unbi ased. If you look at it and you see things that
don't make sense, things that you think got gl ossed
over, I'mtelling you why | think that happened. It
happened because it's a sham It should be thrown out.

It should be started again. The 7B Ranch and Steven

Carothers cannot coexist in this deal. One of them has
to go. You throw out 7B Ranch, it will invalidate
McCain's deal. You throw out SWCA, you start all over
agai n.

And that's ny comrent. Thank you.

MANUEL RANGEL: H . M/ nane's Manny,
Ma-n-u-e-1 Ra-n-g-e-1. I'ma rock clinber. And I've
been clinmbing since 1977 in the Marine Corps. |
| earned howto clinb in Korea. |[|'ve clinbed in Engl and

in the gritstone hills, in France in and Buoux gorge.
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In the done lights (phonetic) of Italy, the beaches of
Thai | and and Gak Fl at.

The people that |'ve nmet travel throughout
the world who clinb, sone of them have clinbed Gak
Flat. Up until the tinme this mne canme into existence,
we had maybe every spring 2- to 3,000 people show up
fromall over the United States and the world to cone
out there to clinb, have a good tine and recreate and
t hat went away when this began.

Just those few nunbers of people that I
mentioned that go out there to clinb, that's just one
group -- one user group of the recreational side, not
to mention all the other inportant people, that people
have tal ked about today, the pollution, the sacred
| and, what have you.

But the one thing that | think | would

like to nmention, is having been a Marine, | kind of
t hi nk about things, like Wrld War I1. W sent soneone
we were having a trade war with netal. W sent netal

to Japan and it cane back to us on Decenber 7th, 1941.
We're having a trade war with China. From what |
understand, we're going to be selling 40 percent of
this copper to China. W nmake it 100 percent back,
nice EBMs, total m ssiles and what have you. | think

this a bad i dea.
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TI MOTHY WGHT: Hello. M nane's Tinothy
Wght, T-i-mo-t-h-y Wi-g-h-t.

| would |like to speak on just behal f of
one subject is the notorized recreation. | know
there's a | ot of other concerns, but this has not yet
been addressed.

South of -- com ng out of GCak Flats, there
is one fairly technical trail that goes out of forest
land into state land and that will be cut off in this
proposal, as well as on the other side of Devil's

Canyon, there's another trail that goes out the

Nat i onal Forest lands that will be covered by the
tailings pond. | understand that there wll be
mtigations over by Picket Post, but it still takes

traditional trails for notorized recreation away that
is quite technical and it's useful.

| don't understand why they can't find a
way to mtigate the openings of the trail heads around
the perineter of the Cak Flats area. | do understand
that if Alternative 6 goes through, that that wll take
care of the trail com ng out of Devil's Canyon.

| woul d speak against, | think it's going
to be Alternative 2 and 3, if they put the tailings
pond over by Montana Mountain that woul d cause a | ot

nore problenms to notorized recreation for Montana
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Mountain Loop. But | do think that there can be sone
mtigations to keep sone of the trails open.

As for the other issues, it's already been
stated. There is no reason to go over. And |I'mpretty
sure that we all know that the mne is pretty nmuch a
done deal. |It's going to go in. So now we have to try
to figure out ways to mtigate our issues because |
don't think we're going to be able to stop it.

KATHY MOHR- ALVElI DA: Good eveni ng. My
nane i s Kathy Mhr-Al neida, Kathy with K, Mo-h-r,
hyphen, A-l-me-i-d, as in delightful, a.

| don't think Arizona can afford this
mne. W can't afford the water. What happens when
our water becones so scarce that these tailings piles
dries up? There's going to be a haboob and it's goi ng
to carry all that toxic material into the city. It's
not good. W can't afford the water.

The other thing is the carbon footprint of
this project is going to be very significant. W can't
afford nore dirt in the air.

And then | would like to ask what price
can you put on the beauty that is Gak Flat? It's a
very special place to ne. | do a lot of recreating up
there. |It's areally beautiful place. And it would be

just a loss of a lot treasure for Arizona if we go
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forward with this m ne.

Thank you.
MARK HORLI NGS: Good evening. |'m Mark
Horlings, Ma-r-k Ho-r-1-i-n-g-s. |'mconservation

chair of the Maricopa Audubon Society. The Maricopa
Audubon has opposed this project since the early the
2000s, both on the nmerits and because the | and exchange
| egislation, it's clearly an attenpt to evade

envi ronnental protections.

We only have three m nutes, so |I'm going
to focus on one very tiny issue. Are the figures for
wat er quantity use in the draft statenment realistic?
| ' ve been trying to understand the water cal cul ati ons,
then you realize that the statenent includes only net
figures. You cannot tell how much water is going to be
used to do the mning. How nmuch is going to be used to
do the processing. How nmuch is going to be used to
slurry the waste down to the tailings pond.

We're assured that Resol uti on Copper is
going to work hard to reuse their water and so they
have these net figures. But are those realistic?

The Arizona mines and m ni ng depart ment
did a study about 10 years ago of actual water use in
copper mnes and they found that they're using about

ten tinmes as nuch water per pound of copper produced as
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this draft statenment antici pates. There are other
studi es based on actual m nes around the world that
indicate that this mne's -- or the figures that are in
the draft statenent are about three tines too |ow. The
mne is, in other words, going to need at |east three
times as nmuch water.

And t hen when you | ook at sone of the
specifics, you find, again, that there's an
under st at ement of the water that's going to be used and
the principle one, this is disclosed in the statenent,
but the principle one is that the shafts are al ready
acting as wells and the water that has to be renoved
fromthe shafts, and this 87,000 acre feet over the
life of the mne, the water that has to be renoved is
not being counted as a use of the water.

Well, right now that water goes down to
Apache Junction and is used for agriculture. So if
it's not adding to the supply, it's going to increase
t he demand when the m ne cones in.

And | think if you | ook at those kind of
figures, you'll see that the estimates in this draft
statenent are sinply not realistic. And |let nme say
qui ckly, 1 always like to say, save the best for |ast.
| have to stop after three mnutes, so just renenber, |

had even better points that you haven't heard.
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ESTEBAN LOPEZ: (Speaking Native
| anguage.) Esteban Lopez. |'m Akinmel O odham from
the Salt R ver -- an enrolled comunity nenber of the
Salt River Pima-Miricopa Indian Community. [|'m 30
years old. 1've lived here all ny life. I|I'mmarried
to Sel ena Lopez. She's Apache. W have three
daught er s.

What | wanted to say was that just this
past year in June, we had a -- a sunrise cerenony for
my ol dest daughter. And |I'm not Apache at all, so
goi ng t hrough that phase, it was really uplifting. And
know ng that her |land was built there. She nade her
honme there. W visit it every tine we go, we visit her
hone.

And |, again, have two ot her daughters and
they state they want to have their cerenonies there
too. So howis that going to happen if it's gone? Al
the traditional songs and the teachings, it's all in
our songs, the place is there. |It's described -- we're
there. So when you hear it and you step foot on there,
you see it. And you al so have that holy connection
withit.

So noving forward, | know that in ny
culture, in O odhans, O odhans go all the way from --

here from Salt River all the way to Tohono O odham to
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TO, going down towards the border. Al these, the
songs, the teachings and all that, it's in our songs

too. OGak Flat is a sacred and holy place. W're not

maki ng none of this stuff up. | can get the song for
you. | can sing it for you, if you need ne to and |
can explain it to you. But it is our honme. It bel ongs

to our children, to ny grandchildren. Wat are we
| eavi ng for thent

Because when it's gone, what do | tell ny
daughters? She's five years old and she has that
connection to that place. This is not right, at all.
It can't happen. The further we go with this, it's
only a -- an immorally rem nder to all just Native
Anericans in general that you guys just take stuff from
us. And it's hard to see that and it's hard to |live
t hr ough t hat.

So, yeah, 1'm 30 years old and ny
daughter, she's five. [|'mgoing to have grandchil dren.
When we sing the songs to them when we tell them about
our teachings, what does she got to | ook forward to?
What's going to be left? This needs to stop. Qak Fl at
i's our hone.

And -- sorry, | lost ny train of thought.
But | just -- I really -- you know, I'm-- like | say,

' m not even Apache. |'m Native. But |'m not Apache
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and | know that this wong. You don't have to be
Nati ve American to know that this is not right, that

this needs to stop now.

Thank you.
ROGER FEATHERSTONE: Hi. |' m Roger
Feat herstone, R-o0-g-e-r F-e-a-t-h-e-r-s-t-o-n-e. |I'm

director of the Arizona M ne and Reform Coalition.

Qur coalition is not anti-mning, but we
are anti-stupidity. And this project is a fatally
flawed experinment. And, frankly, we would be doing R o
Tinto and BHP a favor when we stop this thing. For all
of you that say this is a done deal, it's not. This is
a technologically -- this is not technologically
possi bl e, what they're planning on doing. And our
comments, which will be submtted at the end, our
witten comments, will prove that up.

There's not enough water for this project.
This project would use as nuch water as the city of --
nore water than the City of Tenpe uses. And do we in
Ari zona here have the luxury of giving water to a
foreign mning conpany to send ore to Chi na when we
don't have enough water for our cities and our
communi ties and our agriculture and the environnent.

Sonebody said that we need the m ne here

in the U S. because we have the best mning laws in the
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world. I'msorry, we don't. As a matter of fact, all
of the tailings alternatives listed in the DEIS are
illegal in the third world countries of Brazil and
Chile. And they're also illegal in the United States.

So how is that we're saying we've got to
destroy the sacred place of OGak Flat, we've got to
destroy 16,000 acres for the profits of two foreign
m ni ng conpanies to avoid mning in another country?
That just didn't nake any sense.

Rio Tinto is having problenms with building
a simlar mne in Mongolia. R o Tinto has stated --
their high top brass have stated they're putting this
project on the back burner to develop other projects in
Australia and the one in Mngolia. So for you guys to
think this is going to be a panacea for your profit
margin, this conpany is not even likely to stay around.
So we just need to end this now, as been said.

I want to thank the fol ks that have set up
all these neetings. They've been hard, they' ve gone
well and | appreciate that. And, lastly, | just want
to give the Forest Service -- we had a neeting in
Tucson | ast ni ght where sone peopl e handw ot e comment
letters.

And | just want to | eave these with Tom

Thank you.
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MANUEL PI NO  Manuel Pino,

M a-n-u-e-1 P-i-n-o0. (Speaking Native | anguage.)

| would like to share a history of
uranium-- of mning in the Sout hwest that goes beyond
copper. | amfrom Acona Puebl o in New Mexi co. W have
been fighting an 80-year | egacy of the uranium m ning
ever since the 1940s when the ore fromthe Navajo
Nati on and up in the northwest territories of Canada
was used to nmake t he weapons of nmass destruction that
were used at the Hiroshima and Nagasaki .

We in Acomm, Laguna and the Navaj o Nation
have experienced the mning industry, like | said, for
over 80 years. W have lived this negative | egacy.
And passing legislation in the m dni ght hour is not the
trust responsibility of the United States governnent
and how it should be upheld. That is a violation of
our human rights. That is a violation of our free and
part of infornmed consent of the Apache Nation and all
t he ot her indigenous nations that consider QGak Fl at
sacr ed.

We have visited -- this is like deja vu
all over again. Sitting in the courtroom and the
heari ng roons regardi ng the Snowbow up at San
Franci sco Peaks (speaking Native | anguage). And,

again, the U S. Forest Service inforned [sic] on the
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sacredness of our (speaking Native | anguage), as we
know San Franci sco Peaks.

What does it take to convince the
deci si on-makers that our spirituality, our connection,
the rights of Mbther Earth are real? Wo speaks for
the water? Wo speaks for the aninmals that are going
to be inpacted by this process? Wo speaks for the
| and, the air? The dom nant society doesn't consider
t hese neasurenents.

Li stening to, again, fromback hone, we're
havi ng to consider the C bola Nati onal Forest
managenent plan that is accommobdating initiatives
towards restarting uranium mning. W have over
t housand abandoned urani um m nes on the Navaj o Nation
t hat have not been reclainmed. So how can we believe
that this is safe mning in Southern Arizona?

| don't believe it. 1've lived it. Those
of you that are workers, that are advocati ng on behal f
of this industry, the day before yesterday in
Al buquer que we had heari ngs, Congressional hearings
conducted by Senator Udall. And, again, the Radiation
Exposure Conpensation Act -- | don't know how you put a
dol I ar value on human life, but that's what we're
af forded as conpensation for all our ancestors, three

of nmy uncl es included, who have died of cancer. That
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iIs not justice. That is environnent racismand that is
envi ronnment i njustice.

And if you want to -- and if you want
docunentation, just visit EPA Region 6, EPA Region 9
for the testinonies of those workers, who have given
their lives for this industry. Consider that for
everyone in the room who mght have a living rel ative
who wll be negatively inpacted for this industry.

(Speaki ng Native | anguage.) Thank you for
your tine.

LAURA MEDI NA: | do acknow edge that we're
on unseated O odhamterritory.

My nane is Laura Medina. The spelling is

L-a-u-r-a Me-d-i-n-a. |'mobviously against the --
this project, in general. As an indigenous wonman, as
an i ndi genous nother, who is bringing -- who is
birthing the next generation into existence, | and ny

son are primary stakehol ders. Do you understand that?
If this project goes through, you all are
commtting and all owi ng the conti nued genocide to take
pl ace, continued genocide, neaning that it has never
gone, has never stopped. Especially with the m ssing
and murdered indi genous wonen. Especially with all the
m nes and all of the extraction places that are taking

pl ace and m ne canps are being set up. And our wonan
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and our children and our el ders are being disrespected
on a continued basis because col oni zation still
conti nues. Col oni zati on has never ended.

You have no roomto disagree with us. You
have no room Absolutely no room This is |like ny
sister said before ne, our lives are at stake. | nean,
you guys probably all think they're building sone type
of spaceship to take you to another earth, but that
doesn't exist right and it's not going to exist.

And that's the reason why you continue to
allow all these construction sites to take place, while
the working class is being placed in the mddle, as if
you're doing us a favor for them That's not right.
That's i nhumane right there. Because there's jobs out
there that can exist without the mne. W don't need
anot her m ne.

When ASU i s decorating their buildings
W th copper, they're decorating. They use it as a
decoration. W don't need nore copper. |If you want
nore copper, how about you start giving noney to the
African nation who is taking our electronic waste and
how about you start reusing the mnes and the mnerals
t hat are being extracted out of that country.

You all have continued the genocide for

far too long. And as a woman, who has i nherent power,
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because | give birth. You all don't. You don't hold
this foundation. You all ripped it and stole it from
us. You raped ny ancestors. You killed ny

gr andf at hers and you continue this destruction, with
little or no consideration of the indigenous peopl e.

| amgoing to put a stop to this. This is
not going to happen. Your hotels, your jobs, your
economcs is not a vital neans for allow ng the death
to happen. Do you really want to be on the wong side
of history? Do you really want to conti nue havi ng
bl ood on your hands?

My son neans nore to ne than your noney.

It means nore to ne than this mne. And | guarantee

t hat every nother understands that inportance. And for
t hat gentl eman who |ikes to use his grandchil dren,
shane on you. This is for themas nuch as it is for
you.

( Speaki ng Native | anguage.)

STEVE TRUSSELL: Steve Trussell, S-t-e-v-e
T-r-u-s-s-e-1-1.

The U.S. Forest Service deserves
tremendous credit for the work they've put into this
Draft EIS. The process has reached unprecedented
| evel s of engagenent and transparency. That is a

testanent to the way the process is being conducted, as
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wel |l as the exceptional operator Resol ution Copper is.

The inpressive mtigations being conmitted
to the DEIS will be a significant benefit to the | ocal
communities. These include a ten to one mtigation
ratio, related to inpacts on recreational trails at QGak
Flat, |ike pairing enhancenent and restoration decades
before any i npacts. Providing a replacenent canp
ground and retai ning access to the existing canp ground
and a new boul der area called Inconceivable, while also
keepi ng several traditional and sports clinbing areas
unt ouched and avail abl e for conti nued public enjoynent.

As a clinber, nyself, | was inpressed to
| earn that the conpany has partnered with RElI providing
access to clinbing areas where instructors can teach
t he next generation of recreational clinbers.

Anyone who knows Conrad Anker -- well, if
you don't, you're not a clinmber. But if you do, you
know t hat he has al so appreciated the mning i ndustry.
And has actually said thank you for the things you
provide so | can go and do what | enjoy.

Resol uti on Copper is also a trenendous
community partner, as it relates to hel ping diversity
and di versifying | ocal econon es and enhanci ng
sust ai nabl e conmunities. They're funding an incubator

and entrepreneurship center in Superior to devel op

40
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| ocal small business. They provide $1.2 nillion to the
Superior School District and wll nodernize cl assroons
and enhance curriculum And they are partnering with
nonprofits to address | ocal blight issues as well.

It is for these reasons and many nore that
| support the DEIS and this vital project. | would
like to remnd you that we are very fortunate to have
such a wonderful mneral endownent in this great state.
If can't be grown, it nust be mined. And | notice that
a |l ot of you have devices and so forth that you enjoy
that cone fromthese m ne products.

Arizona is nunber two in production of
mnerals in the nation and, additionally, we are the
nunber one copper producer in the U S., providing 68
percent of the nation's copper. There are
approxi mately 60,000 jobs created by all mning
i ndustry subsidiaries in Arizona, thanks in part to
opportunity projects like this.

Today we m ne exponentially nore copper
due to the increased demand. This is due to the fact
that it is a key netal necessary for renewabl e energy
initiatives, healthcare and technol ogi cal advancements
we have cone to rely on. These materials are al so
critical for our nation's defense and quite, frankly,

our future.
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Thanks.

HANNAH BERCOVI Cl :  Thank you. [|'m Hannah
Bercovici, Ha-n-n-a-h B-e-r-c, as in Charles, o-v, as
in Victor, i-c, as in Charles, -i. M last nane is
pretty difficult.

Ckay. So | amfromthe Arizona Science
Policy Network. W are a grassroots organi zati on of
early career scientists. |'ma geologist and we are
opposed to this mne. And the reason that we are
opposed -- there's nany reasons that everybody has cone
up here and tal ked about tonight, but the one |I'm going
to talk about, as | ama scientist, is scientific
integrity.

If we | ook at the project, you can tell
that there is lack of integrity of scientific integrity
here. For exanple, not this scientific integrity, but
your exanple of RElI supporting this, | amsinplifying
that, | Googled in relation to this m ne and not hi ng
cane up. So | don't believe that.

So this needs a |lot nore scientific
integrity to actually be sonething that's acceptabl e.
Al so, it's just not acceptable because this is going to
be damagi ng Native lands. | can just read off the back
of this postcard a | ot of reasons why we shoul d not be

supporting this mne.
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Moneyw se, according to the Arizona M ning
Association, mning in Arizona contributes about five
billion dollars to the state econom es, whil e outdoor
recreation contributes about 10.5 billion doll ars,
yeah, billion dollars. So which one should we actually
be trying to get nore of?

Also, I'ma clinber. And as a clinber you
can't -- I'mjust going to tell you right away, you
can't just replace a clinbing area with a new clinbing
area because that area hasn't been -- like if you're in
a new clinbing area, that is not safe. So you're
actually putting a lot of the people who are comng to
Arizona in danger by doing this.

And so if you -- another thing | would
like to say, so mning laws in the United States are
very outdated. And the mning law that currently runs
the mning industries in the United States was nade in
1872. So it's been alnpbst a 150 years since we' ve
ref ormed anyt hi ng.

And so if you want to -- so we have a
representative from Arizona, Representative Gijalva in
t he House and he is trying to reformthe 1872 m ni ng
law, to actually be considerate of people rather than
just allow ng the conpanies cone in and do what ever

t hey want.
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So if you are supportive of this, the
Ari zona Science Policy Network, we have created these
postcards and you can send to a representative of your
choice. So our recommendation is Gijalva, if you want
to support himor Kyrsten Sinema and tell her to
actually have an opini on about this.

So if you are interested, | have a bunch

and they are stanped and you can wite down your own

personal story and you can -- and you want to make sure
they've actually gotten -- okay. |'m done.
So if you want sone, let ne know. | have

a bunch. Thank you.

ANNA JEFFREY: Anna Jeffrey,
A-n-n-a J-e-f-f-r-e-y.

A lot of you already know, |I'mfrom
Superior. | was born and raised there. And | do not
want this in ny backyard. Not only because it's ny
backyard, because it's a very sacred place to ne and it
really is ny church. It is. It's ny church. And this
is one thing that has not been addressed in any of this
t hese books, four books. This thick (indicating) that
| got, like, two weeks before the first neeting. So
| ' m supposed to know what to tell you all.

Well, I do know quite a bit about the m ne

because |I've lived there all ny life and | was there
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fromthe get-go. | know that there is fault line that
runs east and west towards Apache Leap Mountain down to
Cross Canyon, right up to ny backyard, you know. And
t hey say, oh, they're going to put a tunnel to keep
that from breachi ng Apache Leap. Wll, | don't think
that's going to help. And, besides, not only that I'm
not sure what they nean by tunnel. They have all of
the drill rigs that are pretty nmuch on the peri pheral
area of the subsidence.

Sonme of the best nobst beautiful areas of
Cak Flat is in the mddle of the subsidence zone.
That's where the petroglyphs are. That's where the
springs are. There's literally rocks that defy gravity
bal ancing on cliffs and it's just amazing. A |ot of
you know, you guys know, Manny knows, you know, we all
know what's at stake here. And it's a bad, bad thing.
| ' m al ready wat ching how the desert is drying up and
dying and how the aninmals aren't there anynore. And I

know because |'mfromthere, so | see it.

You know, | said before it is ny church.
| go up and there and | pray. | pray for the holy
ground. | actually prayed for a fam |y nmenber who was

heavily addicted to drugs and | prayed hard for himto
come up there and he's conpletely drug free now

You know, mracles happen there. So many people | know




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

46

go up there and they just |eave their worries there and
they're blessed and that's what this place is.

And you guys have not even addressed that
at all and Neil should be here. And Neil was there.
He saw the crosses. He was there when we put the holy
ground up. And, you know, he's disrespecting this by
not addressing -- not even putting up a fight to
address this, that it is a sacred place. And I'ma
white girl and it's sacred to ne. You know, it's ny
church. 1t's always been ny church.

So there.

SANDRA RAMBLER:  ( Speaki ng
Nat i ve | anguage.)

This is nmy daughter (speaking Native
| anguage). She died in Washington D.C (Speaking
Nati ve | anguage). QGak Fl at (Speaking Native | anguage).

This is ny daughter. | w sh she was
here with ne today. She was one of our very strong
advocates. Fromthe tinme she was |little and snmall, she
went with us to Gak Flat. My children grew up at Qak
Flat. M granddaughter had a cerenony at OGak Fl at.
" mreally (unintelligible) going to continue -- you
cannot replace CGak Flat. You cannot replace our sacred
ground and put it sonewhere else. You can't do that.

And that area there has Apache nanes because our people
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dwel l ed in that whol e area.

My grandparents are buried there. Wat
are you going to do? Are you going to take them and
take their remains and renove then? |t just breaks ny
heart and ny spirit. And shane on the people that are
supporting it. Shane on the peopl e that
(unintelligible) Resolution Copper.

You don't ness with this nedicine. This
is what we get there. This is what we use for our
cerenonies. It's called (unintelligible). This is
what we use to pray with and we put it in our pouch.
And this is a feather that cones fromthe eagl es that
fly over Gak Flat. Now when there's a giant hole in
there, is there going to be any eagl es feathers
(unintelligible)?

My granddaughter had her cerenony there,
like | said, and | have other grandchil dren that want
to have their cerenpbnies there. W're preparing for
one now. Wat guarantee do | have that she's going to
have here cerenony there? There's no assurance. For
500 years our people have suffered. And |I'm speaki ng
for the water. | conme from (speaking Native | anguage)

tribe, the (unintelligible) water people. Qur people

were born to protect the water. And Arizona is already

dry. W can't afford this.
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Resol ution Copper is going to benefit $130
billion. Let them go sonewhere else. W don't want
them here. And thank you hel pi ng us support OGak Fl at.
And when they cone, | will be there in ny traditional
clothes. They can bull doze over nme with ny nedicine
because I'mnot going to let themdo it.

Thank you.

MARK DAVIS: Hello, everyone. M nane is

Mark Davis, Ma-r-k D-a-v, as in victory, -i-s.
Wll, I didalittle bit of thinking about
this and | wanted to nake sone comments. I would |ike

to thank the Forest Service for the tinme and care
they' ve taken in the DEI'S process. Thank you for your
t hor oughness and your hard work.

|'ve spent ny career in mning and | see
the m ning industry goi ng above and beyond to protect
our environnment every day. As an engineer, | can say
that the plan proposed by Resolution is sound. It
meets and exceeds industry standards and gi ves us the
cl ean copper we need for the future in a safe
responsi ble manner. If we want to turn the dream of
clean energy into reality, we need copper. Copper nust
be mned. It can't be grown and we recycle it as
effectively or nore effectively than any other netal

currently, so we need nore of it.
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Your cell phones, your Teslas, your sol ar
panel s, your clean water all need copper. The small
| ocal business | work for has added jobs in Arizona in
the | ast few nonths just because of Resol ution Copper.
They' re already hiring people and these are good jobs,
20- to $30 an hour, full benefits and 401K. They're
careers. They're places in jobs that you can use to
make a life. W wll add many nore jobs when the m ne
is built and becones active. These people will buy
hones, stay in hotels and pay taxes all here in
Ari zona.

| ask you to | ook at the facts around
Resol ution and not the fears. Mnes |ike Resolution
are our key to a green, secure and prosperous future.

Thank you.

ROY CHAVEZ: Now, the other side of the
story, the truth.

My nane is Roy Chavez, R-o-y C h-a-v, as
in Victor, e-z.

| ama third generation life-long resident
of Superior, Arizona. |'ve served the comunity as
mayor. | served the community as town nanager. In
fact, it was about 21, 22 years ago, | see a friend of
mne, Ron (unintelligible). He's a consultant for PEG

here in Phoenix. He was the first primary consultant
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that Rio Tinto brought to the table.
| closed the mne in 1996. | was an
underground mner. And | worked also in the '70s when

you could as a young man make a good living in the

mne. | graduated fromASU with the noney that | nade
and |I've gone on to serve. | was nmayor of Superior, as
| said, town nanager. | ran for county supervisor

| ' ve been opposed to this project since day one.

They cane into town back in '98 when | was
mayor. W had just closed the mne in '96. In '82 the
m ne closed the first tine. They laid off 1,400
peopl e. They reopened the new mne wth 400 peopl e,
| ess than 70 of us were from Superior. Let ne tell you
sonet hing, there's not one penny that cones in direct
taxes to any comunity in these mning towns. Not one
penny in direct taxes. The formula for the tax base
revenue that's generated for the mining industry is
based on population. It all goes down to the great
state [sic] of Phoenix and then it's split up by the 92
towns, including the towns and cities and the 15
counti es, by popul ati on.

We' ve got about 2,200 people in Superior.
There's about -- there's less than that in Mam . Less
than that in Kearny and Wnkel man. Let ne tell you

sonet hi ng, anybody that believes the mning industry is
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vital to these towns is ridiculous. You're totally

m sconstrued. Show ne a mning town anywhere that is a
success with an active mne. You know what two n ning
towns i s successful in Arizona, Bisbee, Arizona, and
Jerone, because they ain't got no m nes.

| had sonething el se to tal k about, but
| et me share what sonebody has sai d about the
communities. Recreation brings in alnpost tw ce as nuch
nmoney in billions of dollars annually to the state's
revenues and inconmes. That's a fact. That's a fact
fromthe mning industry.

But let ne say this, as we speak, as |
speak right now, we tal k about jobs, |abor, good things
for enpl oyees, because of the technology that's going
to be needed at this depth, | mned there, | cane out
of there at 3,750 last night. The point being is at
7,000 I went down too. They tried to take nme down to

convince ne that this great shaft project is

unbel i evable. It's unbelievable, but it's unbelievably
hot .

The reality here is that it will be
ant onynous, robotic. And so those jobs will be

supplied by antonynous robotic mning. That's a fact.
That's in their mning plan.

Let me finish with this, we have three Cs,
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cattle, cotton and copper for the state of Arizona.
We' ve added two nore citrus and climate. |'ve added
two nore, corruption and cash.

LESLIE GLASS: |'m Leslie d ass,
L-e-s-1-i-e GI|-a-s-s.

| have attended every one of the public
hearings that has been held. | did request a neeting

in Tucson but they wouldn't have it, so here | am

again. | amnot quite as nervous as | was before, but
| do not like to speak in public.

However, | want to open with Tuesday ni ght
in Queen Valley, | couldn't speak. | sat in the front
row and | cried throughout the whole entire -- every
one of the testinonies. It broke ny heart to pieces.

Today | want to open with a little hunor

fromny dad to help ne get ne through what | would |ike

to say. And pardon ne, Wendsl er.
"If you can't dazzle themwth brilliance,
baffle themwith bullshit.” Every tine | pick up the

DEIS and every tine | read it, and I"'ma fairly

intelligent wonman, | am astounded and baffl ed by the
bul | shit.

And what nmakes ne so angry -- |'mvery
angry right now -- is that |and exchange. And that is

equally as baffling. The only option that there is is
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the no build alternative. And the only other option is
to support the Save OGak Flat Act. W've got a bill in
the House and a bill in the Senate. W have to repeal

t he | and exchange and stop this m ne.

|'"ve got another mnute. | would like to
tal k about the archeol ogical sites. There are 721
archeol ogi cal sites that have been recorded. 523 of
them are determ ned or recommended for eligibility to
t he National Registry of Historical Properties.

In the | ast neeting, where | was at in
Queen Val l ey, one of the gentleman who |lived there, he
was glad that Alternative 6, Skunk Canmp was chosen as
an alternative tailings location. And | would like to
state that there are 323 archeol ogical sites that would
be i npacted i n Skunk Canp. And his reason that he was
gl ad was because of his golf course. That neakes ne
angry. Especially when the full inpacts, even though
the trouble nonitor study is ongoing for Skunk Canp
tailings site the full inpacts are not known and no
tri be supports this desecration.

The DEI'S was rel eased prematurely and |
under st and t he Sout heastern Ari zona | and exchange was
witten to be expedited -- and | know you turned off ny
m cr ophone, but I'mgong to finish what | have to say.

SOUND TECHNI Cl AN: Nothing's off.
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LESLIE GLASS: Shortcuts were taken to
expedite the | and exchange and regardl ess of the
results of the environnental inpact study and

regardless it doesn't stop the | and exchange and it

goes into public -- or private ownership and they are
exenpt fromall |laws that offer protection and I'm
angry.

l*msorry. | overstepped ny boundari es.

VENDSLER NOSI E, SENI OR: My nane is
Wendsl er Nosie, Senior, We-n-d-s-l-e-r No-s-i-e.

Just to fit in within ny three m nutes.

Tom first of all, | submtted to
M. Bosworth our statenment fromthe Stronghold and |I'm
also going to give this to you, but wth the hopes that
you take Cal Joyner, who is the Sout hwest Regi onal

And in those docunents you're going to
find what was totally m ssed when it cones to the
sacred and cerenpony and the people's religion. You
know, what you people all need to understand out there
is that we have religion just |like you do, no
different. W pray to one God. And what is at stake
is our religion. MNow, | can't understand how you can
live with that. | can't. Wen Anerica clains that you
cane here for freedomof religion. And to allow this

to be attacked now.
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Go back to what a | ot of the people said
is that if NEPA was done, we woul d never be here
tonight. And for the tribes, the 22 tribes in Arizona
they've |laid down their last card and trusted the
United States and said, we want to foll ow NEPA because
NEPA woul d have exposed all of this information that we
are exposing right now.

So go back to Rick Ransey. Rick Ransey is
the one that canme to San Carlos and told us that this
is bad deal because there's a lot of parties invol ved.
There's foreign people, so many percentages are goi ng
to |l eave America, and it's comcal. They go, Nosie --
Chai rman Nosi e, you guys can win this. |If you can nake
t he people of Arizona and this country stand up, then
this will be exposed, the evil will be exposed.

And the one thing I would like to say for
the Native people and unity for all of us, you know, we
say we want to decol onize. WlIl, what we nean by that
i's what corporations have done to our people. What we
see, the magnitude of what is brought to here. So with
t hose who are supporting this mne, you' re with the
same corporation trying to kill your conmmunity, trying
to kill you as a people.

So we are not angry at the white people.

We're angry about what cane across in what was evil
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wWwth greed and that's colonization. This is all we've
got left as people of this country. So |I know that
you' re probably going to make your decision in noving
forward, so we have to pay our attention to the people
in Congress. W have to start hitting themhard. And
| ast but not least, like | said in the |ast neeting at
Queen Vall ey, in Apache we have (Singing Native

| anguage) .

Wien our people were brought as prisoners
of war they cried for one day when we will return hone
and this is what Anerica had prom sed us. Wen you
becone civilized, you will get back these areas that
are inportant for you. Well, you know what, that never
happened. But I'mgoing to tell you like | told the
people in Queen Valley, when you see the change, when
the cool wind of winter cones in, |I'mgoing hone. |
don't care what these guys are going to do, Resolution
Copper is going to do. Because | amgoing hone. As it
was told and as it was promi sed in the prophecy in what
is spiritual.

Thank you.

JIMDUBLINSKI: Hello. M nane is Jim
Dubl i nski, D-u-b-l-i-n-s-k-i.

First of all, I want to thank you for

bringing this to Phoenix. On short notice to get such
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acrow like this, | think is pretty notable and I
think you hear a ot of the enption in the room

The Tonto is one of the nost visited
national forests in the country. |It's a special place.
Cak Flat is unique. As a clinber, Gak Flat is
important. The rec econony we tal ked about 10 billion,
it's actually 20 billion. 1t's nuch bigger than is
m ni ng and extraction.

So what | would really ask you to do is
| ook at the nunbers on one side but the cul tural
resources, the spiritual, the religious significance is
priceless and that's sonething you can't check off a
box on.

As you | ook at the environnental and
ecol ogi cal inpact on the area, it's really a health
i ssue. What can happen? The what-if scenarios is
critical. And | just don't want to understate the fact
that you heard a couple of tines the water consunption
used in this area is really understated. Far smarter
peopl e than I have addressed that. But, | nean, you' ve
| ooked at the nunbers, it doesn't add up and the
significance to other agriculture and other -- the
recharge, having to use Tenpe's water supply is just
crazy because we live in the desert. W're in a

dr ought .
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So alls | can say is water is life. The
Tonto initially is a national forest. |It's established
because of its water shed. And | ask you to pl ease

listen to the stories here over the corporate

i nterests.

Thank you.

JESSI CA M LNES: Jessica M nes,
J-e-s-s-i-c-a Mi-l-n-e-s

So I'ma neutral perspective, kind of in
bet ween both. Part -- about 80 percent of what | do

for work is concrete and it cones fromthe m ning
industry. So |I'mvery supportive of the m ning

i ndustry. But at the sane tinme, |I'malso a nother,
whose daughter hunts on that |and. She's part of your
Ari zona Junior dynpics shooting team and she hunts

t here.

And where | find nyself of being a big
supporter of the mne and al so of |and preservati on,
doing the right thing is sonewhere in the mddle. |
appreci ate every single one of you for show ng up here
tonight. That you're passionate one side or the other,
but that everyone can cone into this room and speak
candidly for what they believe in and how t hey feel and
how they see it. And we've done it with respect and

ki ndness to one anot her.
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For ne, it's hard -- if you stood up here,
it's hard to put everything into the words. | support
t he Forest Service and what decisions you guys nake.
What you nake. What you make. \What you nmke. And the
time and the attention that goes into these mne sites.
| love that we're in a county that maybe we're not the
best yet, but if we continue to support the m ning
i ndustry and we have neetings like this where we can
voi ce our concerns of the things that aren't
necessarily right or going in the right direction in
the mning industry, that we can make changes.

Because, like | said, | work in concrete.
In the | ast year we passed | aws where our nen and wonen
are nore protected fromrespirable crystalline silica
t han ever before. And that cones from peopl e standing
up and saying this is what | believe and why | believe
it. And it cones fromthe mning industry com ng
toget her |istening and adapti ng our policies and
procedures in order to nake it as safe and econom cal
and all of those things as possible.

So on this mne in particular, it has
nothing do with ne per se as work goes. It has
sonething to do with ne as a not her whose daughter goes
out there and spends tine. But | just really

appreciate the tine and the attention that has been put
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into it and the attenpt to hear everyone's side. And I
appreci ate everyone that showed up here, whether you
are for mning, like | amor you're totally against it,
| love that you guys wal ked into this roomand that you
sat down and you voi ced your voi ce.

So t hank you.

RYAN CHAMBERLI N: Ryan Chanberlin, R-y-a-n
Ch-a-mb-e-r-1-i-n.

| didn't cone prepared with a speech so
"1l tell you a story that neans a lot to ne.

| grew up in North Central Arizona on a
cattle ranch and |I've watched that |land dry. There
used to be a streamthat ran all year round -- or the
creek rather and springs, they both dried up. Wen I
was 17, | was |ucky enough to turn that year in a
W | der ness program that was run by a Native man naned
Ezeki el Anansi, because | was sick fromthe greed that
we are fighting today.

| forgot about that. | went back to sleep
and | operated heavy equi pnment from20 to 25. And |
bet if this guy did a little thinking over here, he
could find another job, like | did. It breaks ny
heart. | saw the hole, as a clinber, a nountain biker,
a kayaker, a runner, a hiker, a backpacker, a canper,

sonebody who sl eeps under the stars out there. It
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breaks ny heart to see what's going to happen. |
al nost cri ed.

|'ve wal ked Devil's Canyon. 1've wal ked
Hackberry Creek. | know the canyon trees. | know the
birds. Just because |I'ma white guy doesn't nean that
that's not ny church, it's not ny spirituality, it's
not religion.

And, furthernore, if these two gentl enen
were still sitting here, I would love to tell them how
t hey should read sone history books about what has
happened to the Apaches. And they could start with one
called "Watch for Me on the Muntain."

We keep taking and taking and taking from
t hese people, and saying, "Ch, we'll just nove this

over here,"” like the reservations or the clinbing
areas. Wen is it going to stop? Never? Because
greed doesn't end, right? It's a sickness. 1It's like
a disease. It's |ike cancer.

That dude is not a clinber and hi m pi cki ng
Conrad Anker's nane made ne sick. A wolf in sheep's
clothing, that's what politics are.

Everybody has tal ked about the nbney in
recreation. |I'mjust going to hit that drum one nore

time. There's not only nore noney happeni ng right now,

but as we know as clinbers, it's exploding right now
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because of novies |like A ex Honnold and what not.
Mountain biking is exploding. So that dollar value is
going to continue to grow and grow. Wereas, this
$3,700 job or jobs is going to go away.

And, furthernore, as a kayaker who's ran
the Salt, there is not -- so ten tines nore water is an
accurate nunber than what's realistic, that's 5 mllion
square acres. That's nore than half the state in
water. And the Salt doesn't even run year round
anynore, only when it floods, that's it and then it
dri es back up.

DR. LI AN Bl GHORSE: (Speaking Nati ve
| anguage.) Dr. Lian Bighorse (speaking Native
| anguage) San Carl os (speaking Native | anguage).

Hello. M nane is Dr. Lian Bighorse,
L-i-a-n B-i-g-h-o-r-s-e.

This is ny daughter Soliel. And so it's
hard to stand up here and be cal mand tal k about how
important CGak Flat is to ne and ny famly. M Kkids are
here. And | have brought ny kids to every public
hearing | can bring themto because it deeply inpacts
them It inpacts their future. M daughter, she's
nine years old. W're already planning to have her
sunrise dance at OGak Fl at because that's where she

wants it. That's where she told ne she wanted to have
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her cerenony.

And |'"'m scared. I'mscared if Gak Flat is
still going to be there when the tine cones. M
children -- we go to Gak Flat all the tinme. They know
GCak Flat so well, they feel good there. W can feel at

honme. They know every inch of the effected area. And
| have a 11 and half year old and he was runni ng around
here with his drumand he loves it there. And, you
know, | see some people, you know, mnmi ght disagree with
me having ny kids here. But it's their future. It's
their future and that's why they're here.

| want themto know when we get ol der that
if Gak Flat isn't there, | want themto know that ne as
a nother that | stood up here and said how bad it was
wong. That | did everything | could in ny power to
say that it was w ong.

| work in public health field. The
inmpacts fromthis mne are going to affect our next
generations to cone. M/ little daughter's
grandchildren wll be affected by what happens at Qak
Flat. And if there is no water, if the water is
contam nated, if we -- there's places in this world
that don't have water and we're acting like it's just a
resource that we can pollute. And it's so disrespectfu

to the land, to the people, the history of the land is
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not even tal ked about in the EIS. That's traditional
Apache | ands.

And | do want to acknow edge that, you
know, the land that we are on right now is O odham
land. And | really do want to thank the O odham t hat
are here, because that history is not being tal ked
about. The history of Anerica is not being tal ked
about and it's conpletely disrespecting the next
generations to cone. CQur young people are learning a
col oni zed world and they're being swept aside. W are
the forgotten people of this country.

And I'mgoing to keep fighting and I'm
going to keep tal king about how wong this is, not only
for nyself but for ny children. (Speaking Native
| anguage.)

MNYVE: MW name is Mn, Mi-n, |ast
name, Y-v-e.

So | was fortunate enough to hear about
the crisis with Gak Flat while | was | ooking for a
place to canp for ny birthday. And | was really
effected by it because | | ove aninals and the
environnent. |It's really unfortunate in today's
society, in this day and age, with all the technol ogy
that we have that we are so focused on sonething so

ant i quat ed.
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There are scientists and peopl e out there
who can create rare gens that jewelers can't tell if
they cane fromthe earth or if they were created in a
| ab. So when you're saying that, you know, mning is
i mportant, no, saving the planet is inportant. So
i nstead of putting your noney -- instead of putting
your noney towards sonething that is so outdated and
that has a desecrating effect on nonrenewabl e
resources, you should probably -- | recomend
consi dering putting your noney towards things |ike
cl eani ng up the ocean or devel opi ng housing for people
in need. Sonething that is not going to create a big
hol e.

Because |'m actually from Bi sbee. |
travel ed around that pit ten mles an hour on ny bike
several tines. | actually got in a car accident right
by the pit. M car was totaled. | did not fall into
the pit, but it was close. That is a hideous, hideous
hole in the ground. It used to be as tall as it is
deep. That is sonething that we coul d have cli nbed.
That is sonething that we could have hi ked, but we
can't because it's full of toxic, what we call sl ag.

Now, | have couple of mnutes left so |
wanted to point out that this is sacred |land. QGak

Creek is -- OGak Flat, that is sacred | and.
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So consider this, if you're not able to
conceptual i ze, to enpathize wth another culture,

consider if the St. Patrick Cathedral or any of the

ot her holy places, we'll just stay general, if somebody
was just |ike, okay, well, you know, these people,
t hey' ve been going here for a while, we'll save St.

Patrick Cathedral because it's in the U S and it's New
Yor k.

| f sonebody were to say, there's stuff
under there that we're going to pay you for or we have
to denolish your place of worship and we're going to
destroy the surroundi ng nei ghborhoods. But -- oh, wait
there's not a but, because it's still, you know,
affecting the health and the environnent and the
sur roundi ngs.

So | really urge you to consider instead
of putting your noney towards sonething that is not
going to be a long-termthing, put it towards sonething
that's going to be hel ping the environnent because
that's where we need it.

DUKE ROVERO  Duke Roner o,
D-u-k-e Ro-me-r-o.

This is ny third neeting and I'"m going to
say the sane thing | said at all three is | oppose this

mne for ny children. M daughter, we're getting ready
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for her comng of age cerenpbny. W started the
preparations. She wants it at CGak Flat. W're
starting preparations for that up at Gak Flat. And ny
ni eces have had their dances there.

My son, both of them now, play, grew up in
that area. All these children, there's a | ot of
children in here today, a |lot of adults, young adults
that have their whole |ife ahead of them and you're
goi ng cut that short by bringing all this toxic
el enment, these m nerals exposed arsenic, nercury, heavy
met al s.

And, you know, we already have these
haboobs and now you're going to introduce, what, 400
billion cubic tons of waste to that. You know, all of
t hese peopl e, every single one of you breathe oxygen.
You know what, | live here the in Valley now And |
wake up every norning to nmy kids coughi ng and hacki ng
because of the pollution here and now.

You know, R o Tinto's headquarters is in
Salt Lake Cty. The largest open pit mne right nowis
under their care, their mine in Salt Lake Cty. And
|l ook at the air quality of Salt Lake Cty. They tried
to sue them you know, and they don't even have the
climate that we have. |It's going to dry up all that

toxic even nore and bring it to all of these folKks

67




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

68

here, you know. And |I'm not even tal king about the
spirituality of it, just the poison you're going to
allow. You're part of that. You are part of that.

Al'l of these children, the future of all
of these young people out here. You know, the mners
cone in here, when the m ne closes up, you'll |eave and
follow the work. You won't live in this toxic ness
that is left behind. You know, all you suits that are
pai d, you, all you suits, you'll pick up, you'll |eave.
You' re going to |l eave this ness to all these children,
all these young adults that have their whole |ife ahead
of them You're all part of that. Every single one of
you is part of that.

You know, | have ny little one here. Wy
do | have to keep bringing hin?? He's 16 nonths ol d.
His unbilical cord is buried up there and | have to
keep com ng here. You guys know this wong, every
single one of you know this wong. W're all going to
remenber. Even you over here with your three m nutes.
This is a lifetine.

BRI AN BALLARD: M nane's Brian Ballard,
B-r-i-a-n B-a-1-1-a-r-d.

Thank you for allowing ne to speak. Thank
you everyone for staying so |late tonight for such an

I nportant topic.
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| just want to preface what | want to say
by describing what | do for work. | aman architect.

|"'ma |licensed architect so | know t he val ue of

resources. | know how much copper goes into ny
buil dings. | design K-12 schools in the Phoeni x area.
So | enjoy what | do for future generations.

But | know that sustainability is critical

to everything that we do. And as an architect in ny
firm every project that we do, sustainability is
absolutely key. So there's a better way to go about
this than what's bei ng proposed.

So ny story was | was brought to Gak Fl at
to learn how to rock clinb. You know, we went by the
cities of Superior and we saw the existing mnes. W
saw the m ne near by. And then we wal ked through this

incredibly beautiful riparian area. And the life there

was just so special. And the quality of the rock is
just out of this world. It's literally out of this
world. It's such a unique place. And | |oved how to
learn -- how to rock clinb there. | still clinb there

to this very day.

This is Phoenix's |ocal craft, you know.
For those who do not clinb, you just can't clinb
anywhere. | nmean, there are so many di verse areas

wthin the GCak Fl at/ Queen Creek area, as we've
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described it. There's an incredible diverse range of
climbing here. So that is really, really worthwhil e as
a resource, you know, tal king about resources such as
nmet al s.

And the point I want to make about that is
there's a group called the Access Fund, who stands up
for clinmbing in Arerica and they have call ed out the
fact that this will be the single biggest |oss of
clinmbing resources at any one tine in the history of
our country, so, you know, think about that for a
noment .

And | want to reinforce the point that was
made earlier about the econony. The outdoor industry
is incredibly powerful and it's growing. |It's not just
climbing, it's hiking. |It's canping. |It's
backpacking. It's nountain biking. Those jobs are
| ocal, you know. That is nmore worthwhile than these
foreign investors comng in and proclaimng that this
is going to hel p our econony long term

You know, we spend a | ot of npbney on gear,
let me tell you that. So clinbers, you know, yeah
we'll go sonewhere else, if we don't have cli nbing
here, sure. W're going to take our business to
another city, to another state, to another country. W

don't want that to happen, okay. Arizona is an
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incredi bly beautiful state. Qur tourismis super
i mportant to what we do in our state.

So, you know, that as a resource needs to
be defined, okay, and neasured up against all of the
ot her resources.

In closing, | just want to say that -- the
other point | wanted to nmake was about clinmate change.
Just recently there were incredible climate stri kes
t hat happened all across this world. The youth raised
their voice, okay. The future generations raised their
voi ce, okay. And the inpact, the carbon inpact and the
em ssions fromthis is not sonething that was
consi dered enough in the Draft Environnental | npact
Statenent. So to be constructive, we need a bal ance
here. W need a tine out to say how can we do this
properly, smart, all right. Tell your friends, okay.
| know a | ot of people that do not know about this. Do
not give up yet.

Thank you very nuch.

SYLVI A BARRETT: Sylvia Barrett,
S-y-l-v-i-a B-a-r-r-e-t-t.

Remenber this, subsidence can continue to
occur up to 20 years or nore after m ning ceases.

Vol une 1, page 132 on subsi dence, quote, "There are

several areas of uncertainty and sone areas of sparse
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or low confidence data. Actual surface subsidence
could vary fromthe nodel results.” To paraphrase on

t he subsi dence issue of Volune 1, pages 149 to 150, "If
noni tor indicates slight damagi ng of new cracks or

exi sting cracks, Resolution would continue to nonitor
and updat e subsidence nodeling. If nonitoring

i ndi cates noderate to severe danage, Resol ution would

i ncrease nonitoring frequency, would informthe Forest
Servi ce, update subside nodel and change draw strategy
and mne plans. |If nonitoring shows new cracks or

ext ensi on of existing cracks in the area or on U S. 60,
Resol uti on woul d conti nue nonitoring and update the
subsi dence nodel. Environnental protection nethods
woul d reduce inpacts to U S. 60, m ne roads, buil dings
in Cak Fl at depending on the | evel of effect observed.
I f rmonitoring shows extensive formati on of new cracks
or extension of existing cracks in the area or on

U S. 60 that are noderate to severe, Resol ution would

i ncrease nonitoring, informrel evant public
authorities, update subsi dence nodel and increased road
mai nt enance prograns and repairs. To prevent exposure
of the public to these hazards, Resolution will use
fencing, berns, et cetera, to limt access roads and

| ocati ons near areas of heavy recreational use."

Vol une 1, page 153, "Shows the fracture
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limt will be 340 neters fromthe Apache Leap area.
340 nmeters is 3.7 football fields." That's how cl ose
it is. "Once again, ground novenent can continue up to
20 years after mning stops.”

| renenber that several years ago ADOT had
plans to reroute U. S. 60 through Montana Mountain. |
can no longer find that information on their site. |Is
it still a possibility? Many tines when it rains or
snows, rocks fall off the nountain and onto U. S. 60.
Wth all the ground novenment and subsidence just feet
fromU S. 60, are you going to tell ne that you are not
going to close U S. 60's current location rerouting it
around Superior, thereby, killing the town's future
prosperity.

This project is not ready to nove forward.
It needs to go back to Congress and all of our
questi ons need to be answered before it becones final.

Does Arizona want farm ng and bringi ng
nore people into this state or do we want m ni ng? The
scarcity of water will not allow all of these things.

DARLENE LESLI E: Darl ene Lesli e,
D-a-r-l-e-n-e L-e-s-1-i-e.

First, three mnutes is not enough for the
time for the public to be heard. I|I'mhere in

opposition of the mne. M nmain concern is water. |
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have been asking where the water resource i s com ng
fromand | haven't gotten a conpetent answer to
reassure ne. Arizona is a state that needs water, not
a want but a need. M concern is for the people,
ranchers, farmers and the resources for the econony for
Arizona. Yes, copper, but also cattle and citrus.

From what | understand the production of
citrus is on the low The water is in need for the
livestock. Wth tailings not being 100 percent secure
concerns nme. | have heard Resolution wll pay for
cl eaning water, but only to a certain boundary. That
is unethical for residents living downstream Tailings
contain chemcals that its purpose is to breakdown the
copper that can cause cancer.

As a Hopi, ny tribe has already
experi enced arsenic. And to this day, it is not being
cl eaned. As an Apache, |I'm concerned for the storage
of tailings close to our borders.

To mne and to -- to mne and to drill for
wells you need water. And fromwhat | understand, this

is going to be one of the largest in the world and it

wll need tons of water. (Oak Flat has nobre resources
for the public than -- fromthe public than the copper
mne will provide. 1It's copper is not taxed and the

cost is nore to when we buy after selling it to other
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countri es.

As far as | know, these are ideas, not a
solid plan. Arizona is not ready to support a copper
mne. W have rights to |land, water and air.

The last thing, this is nental abuse to ne
and unethical to ne personally. You are stealing ny
identity, as you did, with the | and through a ni ght
rider. M children and their future children have a
right to participate in their cerenonial religion and
t he natural harvesting on what was once public | and.
Let's get a repeal and get our |and back. W say no.

| just want to say that we have a
precedence. This is not just Cak Flat. W are setting
a precedence worldwi de. There's a | ot of indigenous
peopl e that are fighting because it was our steward --
we are stewards to the land. All the people that are
not Native Anmericans, you have those sane rights and
' mso thankful that you are here, because that is your
birth right. That is everybody birth's right.

So right here and now, | ask that you
pl ease stop because it needs to stop. You see all the
climatries (phonetic), all the abuse you're doing to
t he humans, to the animals, to the plants it's w ong.
One of the things that ny grandpa told ne is to nmake

sure you stand up for what is right. And |I'm saying
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this wong. So what you guys need to do is stop.

And | hope that | egislators and the
| eaders make sure that they make the right choices and
represent the people. W are the people. This is our
denocracy and they cannot say otherwise. So that's
just what | wanted to say.

MGUEL GARCIA: Hello. M nanme is M guel
Garcia, Mi-g-u-e-I Ga-r-c-i-a. |'mnenber of the
United Steelworkers Local 3937. Oiiginally our
| nternati onal Union President, Tom Conway, sent a
letter to the U S. Forest Service conmenting on the
Draft Environnent | npact Statenent.

Qur union is very inpressed wth the
anount of public participation in this process and the
changes that Resol uti on Copper has nmade as a result of
that input. That public participation nakes this
process of Resolution mne nore trustworthy. Qur union
represents a significant nunber of mners in the United
States and Canada who extract mning nmaterial s,

i ncl udi ng copper.

The uni on works hard to make sure that the
communities around its workpl aces are safe places to
live. | can personally speak to the benefits of being
a nenber of the steelworkers and union's ability to

hol d enpl oyers accountable for jobs and the safety of
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the workers and the community and the environnent.
We're a key -- a stakeholder in this region and want to
make sure that Resol ution Copper keeps its
environnental , safety and econom c conmtnents as
outlined in this draft.

The thousands of high quality jobs that
this mne could support wll be very good for this
region. As the draft docunent says, this m ne would
bring over a billion dollars of economc activity to
Ari zona.

One of the inportant reasons that our
uni on believes this mne should nove forward is that
our society has a clear need for nore copper to produce
t he | ow greenhouse gas adm ssions technol ogies to fight
climate change. |'mtal king about the w nter bines
(phonetic), batteries, electric cars and nore of the
efficient electric grids.

But we need to be sure that mning the
copper we need to fight climte change happens in a way
t hat creates good payi ng jobs, safe jobs where workers
have union protections. An environnental systemlike
this is necessary for a mne like this to nove forward.
We bel i eve Resol ution Copper will continue a
st akehol der engagenent it began through this process.

And we think this creates a strong basis for the
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project to nove forward.

| refer you to the letter of our
| nternati onal President Thomas Conway sent to the
Forest Service. For nore detail, I'lIl |eave a copy of

it inthe front, if you guys like, and also a press

rel ease.

Thank you.

LUCI NDA H NQJCS: So -- oh, ny nane is
Luci nda -- oh, actually -- yeah, ny nane is Lucinda
H nojos. |I'mactually a painter, a nmuralist and an
activist and | use ny art for artivism |'m Chi kawa,

Pi ma and Yachi descent fromny nother's side and I'm

Chi cana.

At first I wasn't going to speak. But
after hearing and com ng here, | made it -- an
initiative to cone and show ny support. Because about

two years ago | was invited out to Apache Stronghold's
gathering. | was able to attend sone -- be there on
San Carlos and CGak Fl at and attend a cerenony and neet,
you know, the famly. And they opened and invited the
people that were there, they took care of us. They
greeted us. They showed us their cerenonies. They
spoke to us and educated us on the topic.
| am born and raised from Phoeni x,

Arizona. M famly is from Phoeni x, Arizona. And ny
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ancestors are fromthis land that we're on. | think
what you're forgetting is that the | and that you' re on,
the land that you're trying to take is sacred land. So
not only are you going to be fighting against the
peopl e and the community, you're going to be going

agai nst our spirits, our ancestors, because they w ||
stand with us and they will fight wth us.

And it is a proven fact that mracles
happen on that sacred land. And | just wanted to | et
peopl e know that that's what we're forgetting that the
community will figure it out. You're in a conscious
awaki ng environnent now. You think that -- right now
not many peopl e know about this topic in Phoenix,
Arizona. They don't know about this.

But as an artist and what | do, |'ve
brought -- 1've rai sed awareness on so nany topics, the
m ssi ng and nmurdered i ndi genous wonen, our DACA, our
Dreaners in South Phoeni x. And guess whose card | have
in ny hand? Congressman Greg Staton. He said if |
needed anyt hi ng, because he supports everything that I
do and he sheds |light on the m ssing and nurdered
i ndi genous wornren using his platform because of ny
wor ds, because of our peopl e, because of our conmunity,
because we're tired of going through this over and

over. All you do is take and take and take because of
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noney, because of power, because of evil. But,
remenber, what you put out into the universe cones back
three tinmes fold. You have you to renenber that.

And | don't care what your faith is, but

understand that there's people power and we will not
sit and we not |let you go through us and you will not
wal k over us. You will not build over comunities.
You will learn how to work with the community. But it

seens |ike you don't want to listen. So guess what,
this will becone international news, if you will want
to fight ne. And that's it.

Thank you.

CARLCS GONZALES: My nane is Carl os
Gonzales, Ga-r-l1-0-s Go-n-z-a-Il-e-s.

| was born and raised in Superior. | went
to school there. And | worked in the mne for several
years. There's sone concerns that | have about it.

First of all, it's never been explained to
me adequately on why we can't backfill some of the
m ni ng areas that would occur. So having worked in the
m ne, | know that we used to use the waste to backfil
sone of those mining areas. Another concern that |
have is that in all the tinme that | worked there, at
that tinme it was Magma Copper Conpany.

Magnma Copper Conpany did not contribute
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too nmuch to the town of Superior. And nany of us grew
up al nost di sadvant aged because a |l ot of us grew up in
i nadequat e housi ng. And Magma never hel ped out. W
didn't have a very good sewer system W didn't have
very good streets. Qur schools were just getting by.
We did get a |lot of the coursework, classroom work that
we shoul d have gotten as conpared to sone of the other
nor e sophi sti cated school s.

So | haven't heard or seen anything that
Resol uti on Copper has cone out with to say, well, we're
going to inprove your streets. W're going to help
t hose needy people who need housing. W're going to
help with the rebuilding of the downtown area. W're
going to help out with sewage that m ght be needed.

We're going to help out with the garbage di sposition.

| haven't heard anything like that. So those are sone
of the concerns that | have.
Then, lastly, | say, you know, this has

been going on for several years. Resolution Copper
trying to get this mne into effect. But |'ve seen
very little activity other than public hearings com ng
out of all of you that have concerns about it. And
what | want to tell you is that is in this country
there are real change that has occurred, has been

because people were willing to go out in the streets
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and fight for what they wanted, the Cvil Rights
novenent, Cesar Chavez, the CGvil War, doing away wth
slavery, that's how t hings got done by peopl e going out
in the streets and marchi ng, you know, and risking --
risking their lives so that they could have change
occurri ng.

| *' m not saying that you should go out
there and get yourself killed, but for heaven's sakes |
haven't seen any rallying or any denpnstrating goi ng on
in the streets, you know. And that's what | think
|'ve got news for you, this is going to happen. This
mne is going to happen and the only chance you have of
it not happening is to go out there in the streets and
fight for what you believe in.

Thank you.

MANUEL SALDANA: Hel | o, everybody. M
nanme i s Manuel Sal dana, M a-n-u-e-l S-a-l1-d-a-n-a.

And | want to thank everybody who is
opposi ng the mne, everything that you all said. It
t ouched touch ny heart and you've said everything that
needed to be said.

| did want to point out a few things, when
| was reading the poster boards, they all seem ki nd of
bi ased towards the mne. The only board | agree with

is this one, the one that says "Gound Rules.” And
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it's be courteous and treat Modther Earth with respect.
Al l ow Mot her Earth the opportunity to be heard. And
honor the differing opinion of not allow ng her to be
raped anynore because you don't have her consent to be
doing this to her and to observe the tinme which has
been t housands of years of people living on this | and.
MIlions of years of that |and being interrupted and
t he generations that are com ng.

| was also a two-tine Afghan veteran. And
when | saw what was happeni ng at Standi ng Rock and
realizing everything that happened -- that was
happening to the people there, to the land, to the --
not only did I, but a bunch of other veterans got
t oget her and we went because we saw what was happeni ng
to the people there. A young woman's arm was bl own up
because of these type of projects.

The el der here earlier said she would go
again there and stand so that no one would do this.
"' mnot going to let her or ny little -- ny younger
sisters and all ny other relatives do that -- to do
t hat by thensel ves. So when we went up there we asked
forgiveness to the (unintelligible) genocide that the
US mlitary had done. And | hope that you all ask
for forgiveness and | see goodness in you. And | hope

that you stop this project before that cones to
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happeni ng.

One of the 20 veterans went from Ari zona
to Sout h Dakota and one of themlives in Surprise. And
|"msure that if we want -- when he gives the call that
we're going to go there and we're going to nake sure
that this m ne doesn't happen. And |I thank everybody
that was here and keep on fighting.

(Hearing comments concluded at 8:34 p.m)
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