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M5. GRAMS: So we will start with Nunber 8.

M CHAEL GETTENS: Thank you. M nane is M chae
Cettens, Mi-c-h-a-e-| Ge-t-t-e-n-s, and | ama resident of
Queen Creek, Arizona, which is not too far from here.

And with all due respect to the m ning conpany
and the enpl oyees of the mning conpany, | am an opponent of the
m ne conpletely, but ny comment specifically to the Draft EISis
t hat environnental assessment has not been conpleted yet for
this area of Skunk Canp 6, which we're just a stone's throw away
from and there are actually people living here, unlike what the
vi deo sai d.

So ny specific concernis -- and due to a
comunity that's been a | ong running conmunity on Dripping
Springs Road -- it's called Wnd Spirit Community, and | would
like to request a full assessnent of what's going to be
destroyed in this area, especially if the water quality is
af f ect ed.

| know that the video did say that this is the
| east inpactful site to put the waste. You know, it's already a
lot of mnes in the area. Personally, ny opinion is that we
shoul d be regenerating this area as best we can rather than
continuing to, you know, destroy it. | would like to see this
area get better over time rather than continue to decline in its
heal t h of the | andscape.

So Wnd Spirit Community, if you guys can assess
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the value of that land to nake sure that it is conpensated for,
and all the nmenbers of that comunity can be given back their --
all the labor and all the nmaterials that they've used to build
that community over the next 50 years so that they can rebuild
eventual |y somewhere el se when their hone is destroyed by this
tailings site in Skunk Canp.

And | encourage everybody who's going to be
affected by this Skunk Canmp North to have your |and assessed.
Make sure it's appraised. Wat is the value of this |and, you
know, out here? |It's priceless. But we need to put a number on
it. We need to make sure that Ro Tinto is conpensating
everyone here that's going to be affected by it.

So you can find Wnd Spirit Comunity at
W ndspiritcommunity.org. Their website is
I nfo@ ndspiritcomunity.org. Their address is 4514 East
Dri pping Springs Road in Wnkel man, and the ZIP is 85192.

I'mnot a nmenber of that community, but it has a
really inportant part in ny heart. So | definitely want to do
all 1 can to protect that land. And | don't think we should put
the tailings sonewhere else. | don't think there should be any
tailings from Qak Flat, because everybody who |'ve talked to
about this project sees that it is not viable as a solution for
stimulating Arizona's econony. Qur econony is about the
environnent. It's about people comng here to see the beauty of

this land, and let's keep it that way and keep naking it better.



mailto:info@windspiritcommunity.org
http:windspiritcommunity.org
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Thank you.

MS. GRAMS: Nunber 3.

LESLIE GLASS: Hello. I'mLeslie ass. | live
I n Tucson, Arizona, and | am here because you woul d not hold the
meeting in Tucson as requested.

First 1 would like to acknow edge that we are
gat hered here tonight on traditional Apache territory, and |
have nmy notes all typed up of exactly | was going to say, but I
had too many things that cane to mnd. One was watching the
presentation and the history of the mning here. It started in
1850, if | recall. Started in 1850, the mning. And | would
just like to let you know, | don't know if you' re aware, but by
1878, nearly all Apache territory and | and had been taken. Just
t hi nk about that for a mnute.

I''mgoing to go back to nmy comments.

One of the supporting docunents that was cited in
the Draft EIS is the Tonto National Forest Managenent Pl an.
It's dated COctober 1985. This 34-year-old docunent states, in
Public Issues and Managenent Concerns, Water Quality and
Quantity: "Demand for water use on and off the Forest Service
exceeds the supply. Some inpacts on other resources are
anticipated if water yield is increased. Forest managenent
activities have the potential to significantly alter water
quality. Physical, chem cal and biological qualities of water

can limted its uses. Currently, isolated pollution problens on
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and off Forest produce conflicts with water uses."

As stated in ny prior EIS comments of July 2016
| asked questions that | never received a response on, so |I'm
going to ask them again.

First, I'd like to know when the draft -- 2007
Draft Forest Service Managenment Plan is going to be conpleted.

Resol ution Copper mne is going to consune over
600, 000 acre-feet of water during the life of the mne. Howis
this sustainable given that in 1985, "Water Quality and
Quantity: Demand for water use on and off the Forest exceeds
the supply"? Wat -- what's changed that we can afford to give
our water away to Resol ution Copper?

Resol uti on Copper Ceneral Procedure GPO indicates
that the mine will be heavily reliant, 62 percent, on banked CAP
water. Central Arizona Project water. How is this sustainable
when comunities across the state depend on CAP water? RCMw ||
be draw ng fromall avail able water resources, including plans
todrill 30 water wells. They're already destroying OCak Fl at
with the water.

The earth fissures are heartbreaking. The plant
life there is clearly stressed. | am concerned about future
drought. Arizona water quality and quantity are al ready poor
and limted. A water problemof imense scope and consequence
as the deserts stay in a climte change crisis, we nust be

conservative and do everything we can to protect the water for
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future life.

MS. GRAMS: Nunber 6.

ROY C. CHAVEZ: Good evening. M nane is Roy
C. Chavez, Ro-y C Ch-a-v-e-z. I|I'ma third-generation
lifelong resident of Superior, a former four-term mayor, and |

served several years as town manager for the comunity of

Superior. 1've worked in the mning industry with Hecla M ning,
Kennecott, here in Ray and in Hayden. | worked for Magma Copper
In Superior, and nore recently, | worked for BHP until they shut

down in ' 96.

The DEIS review paints a very bleak picture for
t he econom ¢ and social and environnental inpact to Superior, as
referenced by the current mayor's conments in |ast nonth's
Superior Sun, and | would agree with it.

| represent, as chairperson and spokesman
Concerned Citizens & Retired Mners Coalition in Superior, we've
been battling this for a dozen years or nore, and |let nme share
with you that ny concern today about the EISis that this should
have been done several years ago.

The NEPA process is the [ awful nethod of
assessing the conveyance of public lands to the private sector.
And the majority and main interest of that study is to determ ne
If the public lands in the interaction of that sale or
acqui sition to the private sector will be in the best interest

of the public, not of special interest |egislation and greed,
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and that's what we have here in this project, |adies and
gent | enen.

Today, as we speak, we're finding out there's
sone faults in this project. There's sonme deception that's been
used throughout the |ast decade. A few of us hung in there, and
we were fortunate enough to defeat this |legislation, this
special interest legislation for about a dozen years. It never
went to the floor of the House or the Senate for actua
affirmng vote. It wasn't until the special interest
| egislation was tied to the National Defense Fund back in
2014-'15 by the |l ate Senator John MCain.

| want to share with you that as of July 14th
2019, Rio Tinto, the nother conpany, announced to Bl oonberg
Financi al that they were holding off with a Resol ution project
in Superior. They were concentrating on a new mning operation
in Australia and their current operation in Mngolia, which they
have been suffering in regards to financial conditions and
operations. In that project, Mngolia receives -- the
governnent receives 34 percent of the revenue. | share with you
we' re getting nothing but a doughnut of pain and prom ses. The
only factual thing here is the destruction of the environnment.

MS. GRAMS: Nunber 4.

JIMOHL: Thank you. My nanme is JimOGhl, J-i-m
Oh-1. My wife and I have a small ranch over on H ghway 77,

which is south of this project.
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The main reason |I'm here and so many of our
nei ghbors are worried about what's going on is because we all
get our water fromthe Dripping Springs Wash, which is at the
top of this project. And so all of us, fromthe project, al
the way down to the Gla R ver, our wells are either in the wash
or within a couple hundred feet of the wash, and our water |evel
where we're at is 57 feet down, folks. That's a shallow well.
And the depth of nost of our wells are 100 feet. So if anybody
starts punping that thing out, it won't be too long before it's
enpty.

| came fromCalifornia, where | saw a vineyard
i ndustries punp water out for their vineyards and take our wells
down 100 feet. People had to redrill their wells, and the
vi neyard people told us to go pound sand, and that's sonething I
don't want to have happen here.

Now, if the water does get contamnated in that
wash or under that wash, you can't uncontam nate it. You're
toast. You're screwed, plain and sinple.

The thing about this presentation that nmade ne --
that did not make nme feel warmand fuzzy was the statenent that
this project's nore resilient to mshap. Wll, that would
bother me a lot if it's ny water.

Anyway, | was told by the hydrol ogi st that we
have one -- that they' re using one water well for their baseline

of their water specs. What | propose that woul d probably make
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us feel a lot whole better for us getting our water out of it is
that they take and test -- have a well on sonebody's property
every mle to the Gla River. Now, this wash goes directly to
the Gla River, about 11 mles south of this project. If they
have one well every mle, have it checked four tinmes a year by
an i ndependent |lab to EPA specs, which are stronger than the
state specs on water quality -- way stronger -- so if they would
do that, that would probably make a whol e bunch of us feel a
whol e | ot nore confortable about this project.

But that's just one part of the project. W
don't know the rest of it. Water quality's the big thing that
junps to everybody's mnd, and if you're using your water, for
instance, to do fields or where that grass is going to go to
cattle that get sold to the public, you don't want your water to
have heavy netals in it that can contam nate your cattle, that
can contam nate the public. |'ve had heavy netal poisoning, and
it's no fun. It's cunulative, sets in your joints, and it takes
forever to get out. And once you've got it, again, you' re kind
of screwed.

So anyway, that's all | had to say. Thank you
very much.

ANNA JEFFREY: My nane is Anna Jeffrey from
Superi or.

The EI'S, when | look at it, when I'm | ooking

through it, it gives me a headache, and it nmakes ne literally
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want to cry. It really does.

Wiat | want to talk about really is what's here
and what woul d be gone forever. You know, when | drove over
here from Superior, I'mlooking at the back of Apache Leap, and
| know the trails, and | know where the Apaches used to cone
down the mountain, down Apache Leap, and where they'd go up,
even on their horses, because they wouldn't have to clinb. |
know those trails. | know all the way to Hackberry Creek and
down into the Gun Canyon (phonetic), and then all the way over
here, Battle Axe Road and the Wi te Canyon and the springs, the
springs that had been rerouted for whatever reason, and all of
the mining clains you see everywhere.

W live in a very special place here. It's a
beautiful, beautiful, beautiful place, and if we don't stop the
mning that's going on right now, it's going to continue to
destroy all that we have left. You know, | |ooked at the -- oh,
God. Yeah. Wwen | go past Ray mne, | just have to | ook away,
you know, and | imagine what it used to | ook |ike. They show
pictures there of Sonora, when it used to be there. The town's
gone now.

One thing | constantly do is take a lot, a lot, a
| ot of photographs of the area, because we've got to keep a
record of what was once here, and |I'm hoping to God that -- and
| pray to God that that we don't destroy that, and it -- that

you guys look at this, where we are, and know it and realize
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that is what's inportant here. |It's nore inportant -- the
water, the wildlife, the beautiful, all of it, it's sacred, and
It's valuable recreationally. People want to cone here to get a
taste of the WIld Wst and see the cactus, the saguaros and
things that they don't see other places. But if the mning
continues, we're just going to be one big huge hole, and all the
wldlife, plants, everything will be dead because of the water
poi soned and gone.

And |'ve got 30 seconds, 29, 28, yeah, but that's
t he countdown right there, and if you think about it, it's a
countdown to us being able to save what we have here and
remenber, just to ook out there and see it.

Thank you.

HENRY MUNQZ, SENIOR:  Henry Miunoz, Senior. First
of all, good evening, folks. M nane -- | was born and raised

In Superior. Five generations of mning. So there's mning in

ny blood. | worked eight years in Superior cut and fill until
t hey shut down, 1982. | worked in San Manuel for 13 years until
1999 when that shut down. | have two years of tunnel bore

m ni ng experience with the SAC (phonetic) project for Departnent
of Transportation.

My main concern about this is when | heard the
project was water. Water's probably the nost inportant thing in
our society right now People say blood' s thicker than water,

but w thout water, you do not have blood. As you heard
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M. Brian Bosworth, Forest Service, said, this is the nost
conpl ex project that he's ever been associated wth.

My concern was referring to Chapter 4, under
Consulting Parties in the Draft EIS. It pertains to the United
States Geol ogi cal Survey, a science bureau with the Departnment
of the Interior. They declined to participate.

Ckay. And I'mjust going to give you a rundown
of what USGS does. Provides science about the natural hazards
that threaten lives and livelihood, the water, energy, mnerals
and ot her natural resources we rely on. Also the health of our
ecosystemto the environnment and the inpacts of clinmate and | and
use change.

Wt hout having USGS on board with this project,
it's like somebody telling you they're going to build the
tallest building in the world, and they're not going to have any
structural engineers on site. GCkay?

No bl ock -- this bl ockade nethod, it's never been
bl ockaded at this depth before anywhere in the world. Wy can't
we do cut and fill, which was done in Superior prior to its
closing in 19827

Twel ve years ago | had a discussion with
Dr. Robert McNi sh, a renowned expert on desert Sonoran water.

He worked on the Dos Pobres | and exchange project up in Safford.
He was a professor at the Uof A He tells nme, "Henry" -- this

is 12 years ago, mining -- "there's going to be a big issue with
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the water, and the tribes are going to sue for their fair share
of CAP allotnment. They're going to win. They're going to wn.
And you know what? They're going to have the keys. Wter is
going to be the newoil." Arizona gets 2.8 mllion CAP
acre-feet of water. The tribes were awarded 1. 4.

So you have cities |ike Chandl er buying water
fromGla River Indian Tribe. $43 mllion. You have the Cty
of G lbert buying $30 million fromthe San Carl os Apache Tri be.
Water is the newoil, and there's not enough water around to
wher e people now are buying it, and they're storing it for
future developnment. California's interested in buying our water
fromthe Native tribes now

The other thing that really bothered nme was that
we have Superstition Vista coming online. 1.2 mllion people
wthin 20 years are going to be |iving between Apache Junction
and Fl orence Junction, just south of H ghway 60. W have this
m ne project to the east of us, and we have Superstition Vista.
Poor Superior's in the mddle. Wat are we going to do?

Thank you very nmuch. God bl ess.

DAVI D HERRERA: Hello. M nane is David Herrera,
He-r-r-e-r-a. |1'ma resident of Kearny, but |I was born and
rai sed in Superior.

And after reading the environnental inpact study,
| found that | had a |lot of concerns that -- but even after

reading it and the nebul ous things that the draft says that
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they' re going to possibly do, you know, doesn't give nme much
assurance. And then when you | ook at the fact that who is the
head of the U S. Departnent of Agriculture? Sonny Perdue, who
just got rid of all these clinmate scientists because they don't
agree that our environnent is going bad, and so his option is to
get rid of these people that are witing scientific papers
within the U S. Departnent of Agriculture.

And so | kind of wonder -- a lot of this report
was boilerplate. It had nothing substantive to it, and the nore
you read about it, and you're realizing the only reason that
Sonny Perdue is going to let these people fromU. S. Depart nent
of Agriculture to remain at the U S. Departnment of Agriculture
I s because they're doing a great service for Resol uti on Copper

You know, if |I was -- |'ve got the copies of the
Envi ronnmental |npact Study, and if | was trying to buy a car --
t hese are four giant volunmes, you know, but it's Iike buying a
car. Nobody gives you four volunes to read about sonething
W t hout giving you very specific ideas, you know. But they're
going to sell us a car that doesn't have tires, and the notor's
not the best, and you know, there's just a |ot of problens. And
the nore you look at it, the nore you realize that this is a
show, a show that USDA is doing for Resolution Copper.

The object of this ganme is that -- it's not --
it'"s not the copper. |It's the water that Superior represents.

Wthin a 10-mle radius of Superior, you get the npst anount of
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water fall than any other |ocation. W get four tines the
amount of water falling right there. Then when you realize that
Resol ution has a 7-foot -- a 7,000 foot giant straw, and they're
sucking up the water fromthe deeper water table, going all the
way to Mam, and so they're punping it out, sending it down to
the valley, and the big | osers are going to be people in these
smal | rural towns, because they're going to build this big
society up there, and we're not going to have any water |eft.

Thank you.

ROCGER FEATHERSTONE: Hi. |'m Roger Feat her st one,
Director of the Arizona Mning Reform Coalition. R-0-g-e-r
F-e-a-t-h-e-r-s-t-o-n-e.

W are -- | lost ny page here. W feel that this
DEIS is deficient and needs to be wi thdrawn and redone for a
nunber of different reasons. |'ll just go through a few right
NOW.

The original location that's shown over there,
the big blue blob on the concerned citizens 3D nodels is the
original location for the tailings, and when that was proposed
in the plan of operations, R o Tinto swore on a stack of Bibles
that was the best thing since sliced bread. It was this amazing
| ocation. Perfect. Then they did geocharacterization of the
site, and they found that the ground was nore fractured than
t hey thought, and the water table was hi gher than they thought.

OCops. So now we have this preferred alternative at Skunk Canmp
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that, again, is the best thing since sliced bread, but there's
been no geotechnical testing of that |ocation. So how do they
know? And what happens when they do that testing that they find
out that it also isn't suitable?

| want to tal k about damsafety. It's inportant
to understand that all four alternatives in this DEIS woul d be
illegal in the countries of Chile and Brazil. Wy is it in this
day and age in the United States of America we coul d possibly
think of proving a damthat would hold a billion -- 1.3 billion
tons of toxic waste that would not be legal in a South Anerican
country? |If the damat Skunk Canp that's proposed for this
tailings facility were to fail, nore than a billion tons of
waste woul d reach the town -- the people living in Dripping
Springs within 16 mnutes. Were is there anything in the DEIS
that tal ks about how those people would be warned? Wuld be
evacuated? Wat woul d happen to their health and safety, you
know, |iving below such a structure as this?

And finally, for now, in water, why does Ri o
Tinto think they can use 10 percent of the average of Arizona

m nes for production w thout using any new m ning techni ques?

Rio Tinto says they'|ll use far |ess water than anybody el se, but
sonehow they wll do it without any new techniques. 1Is this
sone kind of a voodoo magic or sonmething? | just don't

under st and t hat .

So thank you.
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M CHAEL GETTENS: What would be the total water
use if they use the full amount?

ROGER FEATHERSTONE: The sanme anount of water as
the Gty of Tenpe uses. At |east 590,000 acre-feet, according
to the DElIS.

M5. GRAMS: Ckay. So that's everyone that has
previously signed up to speak. So at this tine we woul d open it
up to anyone el se who hasn't spoken here at the hearing to -- if
you'd |like to take the opportunity to provide a comment now, you
may.

Ckay. Looks like no takers for that. So we wll
all ow those who -- pl ease.

JCE VILLEGAS: Hi. M nane is Joe Villegas, and
I live in Dudleyville.

The thing that | was going to say is this mning
project that they want to do up there at OGak Flats, the thing
that they -- | don't know if they considered it or not, but
there's a lot of fault lines through there. A lot of them And
the thing of it is if they're going with their blasting and
doi ng what they want to recover, what's going to happen is
they're going to |l ose the water. They're going to hit a fault
line, and the water's going to go down, and you ain't going to
have no water. All the way fromthe mnes, Copper Creek, all of
t hose places, they ain't going to have no water, nothing at all.

|'ve seen it happen in other places. 1've seen
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the drilling that they did. |[|'ve seen themwhere they had it
going on a fault line. Took themtw and a half nonths to fil
that fault line up with ore so they could get their machine in
there. | seen all that happen. | worked in the mnes. | know
what can happen, what don't, and OCak Flats, as far as |I'm
concerned with it, it was a place where all the plant life and
everything that's there -- there's plant |ife there -- nedicine
for being diabetic. There's plant life there for cancer and
other -- and for your skin cancer, all of those plants up there.
There's different plants for different things up there. That's
how conme the only people that did live up there, that's what
they would survive with, with all the vegetation and everything
that was there.

Wien | was a little kid, there used to be a
streamup there running with water. There's no water no nore.
And then the water that they' re punping down to the valley and
stuff like that, that hot water there is created by the rocks
getting hot by lava, and it's heating the water, and that's how
conme they got the hot water comng out up there.

There's a ot of other places around in this area
fromthe Aravai pa, from Manmoth and all over, that there is hot
springs all over, and that's all done by volcano. That's
underneath us, and it's heating up the water and it cones out.
|'ve seen a |ot of those places.

And as far as Oak Flats, | hate to see it get
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dest r oyed.

That's all | got to say about it.

M5. GRAMS: Ckay. So anyone el se who hasn't
spoken that would like to take a turn?

Ckay. So we would open up to those who had
previously spoken. |If you would Iike to provide additional
coment in three mnute increments, you' re welcone to do so.

LESLIE GLASS: | would like to. Leslie 3 ass,
L-e-s-1-i-e GIl-a-s-s.

' mnot good at public speaking, as you can
probably tell. |1've got pages and pages of DEIS notes. But
what | really, really want to tal k about here tonight, too, is
also the alternative preferred site of Dripping Springs and its
cultural significance to the Apache people and Native Anericans
of this area and the region.

These mtigation strategi es and the exchange for
| oss of the resources are inconparable in value. The
traditional cultural properties that will be irreversibly
damaged and the permanent changes that affect the ability of
tribal nmenbers and non-Natives like nyself to use this area for
religious purposes is inconprehensible.

For many Native people, wthout doubt, Qak Fl at
Is a spiritually powerful place, as well as all of the
alternative sites. The sacredness of the spiritual place cannot

not be denied through the creation of controversy or plans that
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it is not, and the desecration of any place where spiritual
connection to God is nade cannot be treated, mtigated or
exchanged for anything of equal value. One cannot place a value
on the creation of God, nor can one quantify or articul ate human
damage and the loss that will be suffered. On the spiritua
l evel, it is uninmaginable.

| know t he inconsol abl e heartache and grief and
anger that | felt over the hate crine that happened at Cak Fl at
at the four crosses, that holy ground. | cannot bear the
t hought of the decimation of OGak Flat, because this is where |
was touched by spirit of God after a lifetinme of searching for
that in churches. | cannot begin to imagine the trauma and pain
this loss will bring upon ny indigenous brothers and sisters, as
it will be a thousand tinmes worse than ny own.

| have 53 seconds. | would like to say | have
been a USDA enpl oyee for 27 years. | -- ny heart goes out to
you, to the people of the Forest Service, because |I know what
they're dealing with. Conmes fromthe top down, and you do what
you're told. That's just the way it is. | retired so | can
fight this battle, and | have dedicated ny life to fighting it
t hr oughout Ari zona.

Thank you.

ROY C. CHAVEZ: Roy Chavez from Superi or

| just want to thank Forest Service for putting

this together, the public hearings that are required. There
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w Il be one on Thursday in dobe, | think at Desert -- Desert
Mountai n or sonething |ike that.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Hi gh Desert.

ROY C. CHAVEZ: High Desert. So it wll be the
sane tinme, the sanme setup, if you'd like to participate in that.
And there will be another schedul ed for Queen Valley.

But | just wanted to rem nd you all that the
vol umes that people are tal king about here of the studies are
just -- they're hunongous, and we're asking for a continuance of
the -- we're asking for an extension of the comunity comrent
period. And so this is an opportunity for all people, not those
of us that live in the mning region all of our lives, but
everywhere in this country, because the |egislation as presented
and the novenent forward on this |legislation sets a hell of a
precedent for the acquisition of public |ands, people.

And it just -- as | said before, the NEPA process
I's sonething that is legally set up to handle this and answer
t he questions of the character of the project in the best
interest of the public. So elected officials could make that
determnation with this information that we're gathered with
today, and | guarantee you that any senator or representative
fromfive to ten years ago had no clue what this information was
going to be like, | guarantee you, including the honorable
Senat or M Cai n.

| just want to share with you, the concerned
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citizens. W have these 3D scale nodels that are to scale by
the mning plan of operation that was submtted by Resol ution
Copper. W invite you to cone over and take a | ook at these
nodel s, because the placards and the posters and everything are
fine, but this is an actual drawdown of the 3D concept of the
| and that would be inpacted. Unfortunately, we do not have a
Skunk Canp site, because that is an alternative, but we do have
the size of the tailings in different perspectives that will go
somewhere if this project gets approved. Again, welcone you to
conme by and talk with us. Feel free to answer -- ask any
questions you'd like, and we'll try to do the best to address
them but please cone and visit us. Take a |ook at these nodels
that we've had for -- we've been invited by Forest Service for
other public neetings to show these nodel s.

Thank you, guys.

JCE VI LLEGAS: You know ny nane. Joe Vill egas.

Qut at Copper Creek, up that way by Mammot h, they
went in up by the old mne site, and there was this one nountain
where they found a |ot of ore, but it was way too deep to m ne
it. So what they were going to do is going to go in and dril
and -- and it -- blowit up and extract the copper. And the way
they were going to extract the copper, they put acid in the
ground where they dynamte -- dynamted at, and that water was
supposed to run down to one of their ponds that they had with

the acid that they put. They said, "No. W won't get no acid
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in Copper Creek." There was acid in Copper Creek three mles
down fromthere. It turned gray. It turned green, the water,
and it |ooked |like turquoise, and that's the way -- that's the
way it was fromthen when they mned up there, and basically,
the same thing that how they want to mine here, that's what's
goi ng to happen up there, besides |osing the water.

Thank you.

M CHAEL GETTENS: Do you know of any ot her
chem cals they' re going to be using?

JOE VILLEGAS: | know it was acid that they used
for using -- to pipe down here to Copper Creek, and it was
supposed to go to this one particular area, and nothing wasn't
supposed to get into the Copper Creek. Well, it did gointo
Copper Creek, because we seen it. The animals couldn't drink
it. None of the birds, deer, none of those couldn't even drink

the water anynore. They could drink it higher up, but far down

24

bel ow, they couldn't drink it. Even the people in Mammoth, they

couldn't drink their water or anything. They had to buy water.
And their teeth would turn brown. | know that, too. But this
is all what everybody has to ook fromfirst before they do
anything, and | know.

M CHAEL GETTENS: Thank you.

JIMOHL: H. [I'mJimOChl again, and the reason
' m back up here again is because one of the fell ow speakers

brought up a point that | had never even thought about, and that
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was the damthat holds all this stuff in place.

A coupl e years ago | was speaking with a fell ow
that | nmet who was a vul canol ogi st, and he and a team of five
peopl e had done a study over a five- to seven-year period of the
peaks on the other side of H ghway 77, going up over the hill to
A obe. And he said that according to their studies, that some
of those peaks had risen 37 feet over a five-year period. Now,

t hose peaks that he was tal king about are within sight of this
project. Wen you're up there, you can see the project site.

And also, | get around that area a lot, and I
know a | ot of people up there. One of the old fellows that's
80-sone years old that still goes to all the mnes -- he wal ks
every day, and he goes up to the mnes, all the way alnost up to
that site, and he was telling ne -- he's an old Spani sh

fellow -- and he was telling nme that one of the mnes he goes in

up there, he says, "Ch, | cannot go in there very far." | said,
"Well, how cone?" H's name's Chuy. | said, "How cone, Chuy?"
He said, "Well, | gointhere alittle ways," he said, "there's
sul fur snoke com ng out of the mne, comng out of there. It's
avent. It's a volcanic vent, and it gets a |ot of sul phur gas
com ng up out of that vent." And he says, "l can't go in
there." He says, "I'll die."

The main thing I'mbringing that up for is have
any of these people at Resolution or sone of you fol ks at Forest

Service or whatever, has anybody taken into account the
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possibility of a seismc situation caused by vol canic action?
Because if this old Spanish fellow has been around here for
50-sone years, finds a fumarole vent in one of the mnes up in
that area, then who says there's not a possibility of something
happeni ng?

In a situation like this with a damface that's
hol di ng back that nuch waste, we can't afford the slightest bit
of m scal cul ati on, because | |ive downstream and so do a |ot of
the people in this roomlive dowmstream So maybe checking
for -- you know, with vul canol ogi sts and people |ike that who' ve
had situations or studies, find out if there is a problemwth
this. Because |I'mnot so nuch against the project. |[|'m against
the possibility of it failing, and there's a heck of a lot of
di fference, you know, and that's just what | wanted to bring up.
Sonebody needs to mention these things so that they can be
addressed if they have not already been addressed, and sonething
like that, | suspect, maybe has not been addressed.

Thank you very nuch for your tine.

(Hearing coments concluded at 7:06 p.m)
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