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(Openi ng presentati on and vi deo.)

JIMMOORE: H . M nanme is JimMore and
l"mfromGlbert, Arizona. |'ve got three mnutes to
talk here, so this will be pretty brief.

But ny principal comment is around the
m ni ng nmethod that, you know, you're not | ooking at any
ot her met hod than bl ock cave and ny experience in the
business is there that there's been several open stope
type mning nethods used with a -- what do they call
them -- in-place | each system Typically this ore at
this mne is a prinmary sulfide and you don't use that.
It usually doesn't work on the | eaching.

But the conditions in this mne are very
hi gh tenperatures, 170, 175 Fahrenheit, so a
t hernmophilic bacteria | each is actually possible and
it's been proven at a very large pilot plant scale test
work for this type of material.

So, with that in mnd, there's a coupl e of
i n-place | each nethods that m ght be examned in the
future and it | ooks like there's plenty of tine to do
that, since it's approximately ten years away from
production. And sone of these early tests would only
take a few nonths to conduct. Plus there's already

sone actual data out there on the ore that was sim| ar
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to this that's it's been done on and it's worked
successful ly.

But just as a matter of a couple of points
of why you m ght | ook at sonething el se was you coul d
actually bring the project to production sooner, since
you could start at the top of the mne, the ore body,
which they're very close to at the nonment and work
down. There's a lot |ess water usage with | each
nmet hods, since, say, you're |ooking at probably the
| oner end of their exanple, 180,000 acre feet. O
course, disturbance, there would be no surface
di sturbance with an open stope m ne because usually
i n-pl ace neans nost of the ore is left behind. Sone of
it is taken out just to inprove the perneability of the
material left in the stope for |eaching.

So that woul d have to be treated at the
surface. |It's usually only 10 to 20% of the ore. So a
much smaller tailings facility. O course, any of the
potentially acid generated material in the tailings
woul d be much I ess. You would have nuch | ess acid
generation netals to deal with in the future treatnment
of those facilities.

' m | ooking at the nagnitude of the
capital cost for this mne. | would gather you woul d

use nmuch | ower capital costs. Leaching systens are
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typically lower cost to build than the concentrators
and, of course, you would have nuch a smaller m ning

operations since you would only be extracting perhaps

10 to 15%
Anyway, |'m done, so, thank you.
MORGUN FREJO M nane i s Morgun
Mo-r-g-u-n, Frejo, F-r-e-j-o. | conme fromthe

di m nution [sic] of outside of Gallup, New Mexico.

And | strongly disagree with this project.
| think it's a religious genocide on indigenous
communities and the people here. This country was
supposedly founded on religious freedom and the right
to believe and practice what we want to and yet this
copper project is, one, not only brought in by a
forei gn conpany; but, two, wasn't even really sought
out to communi cate with the indi genous people of the
| and here.

You know, |'ve been blessed to help in
sunrise cerenonies of -- with a lot of ny nieces here
and |'ve hel ped picked their cubana (phonetic), the
sticks to make their crown, the crown dancers' crowns
and hel p pick sage and cedar and a | ot of the natural
resources that come fromthe area surroundi ng Gak Fl at.

And if the project is proceeded with, the

whol e area wll be destroyed. Were are we going to
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pray? 1've never heard of a project being pushed

t hrough a church, through a synagogue, through a
cenmetery. |'ve never heard of a project done that way,
and yet this one is being proposed through this area.

The direct attacks on the holy ground
that's up there at CGak Fl at where two of the crosses of
four were desecrated and taken out of the ground, that
was a direct attack on our religion. And that was
brought up to the National Forest agency and up to the
FBI as a hate crinme. But yet this whole project is a
hate crinme on the indigenous religion. W've been
pushed back for hundreds of years, telling us that
we're not able to practice what we believe.

You know, it hurts a lot to know that, you
know, ny famly will be directly attacked on because
one of -- one of ny daughters has had her cerenony
there. That's where she becane a wonan and that's a
direct attack on her own life. So not only am|
standing up here in front of you all speaking for ny
famly, but al so each and every one of you that live in
t he surroundi ng area, because it's not just going to be
GCak Flat that's going to be under attack, that's going
to be affected. I1t's the surrounding areas of d obe,
Superior, down here in Queen Valley, all the way down

to the Metro Vall ey of Phoeni x.
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This directly affects all of us and it's
not just an indigenous issue or a comunity at issue.
It's a human rights issue. And it cones down to
noral |y maki ng a deci sion on not only for yourselves,
but the people as a whole here. It cones down to a
nor al deci si on of whether or not we're going to be
choosi ng corporations over hunan |ives.

So t hank you.

SYLVI A BARRETT: It's hard to foll ow an
enoti onal one, but I'IIl try.

Sylvia Barrett, S-y-l-v-i-a B-a-r-r-e-t-t.

Problem 1, there are six alternative
tailing sites. Wien | feel that after all this tinme
and all these studies, it could have been narrowed down
to maybe three sites, not counting the no-action
al ternative.

Problem 2 for nme is the nodeling. Please
correct ne if I am wong, Resol ution Copper with
West Land Resources did the nodeling and gave the
figures and stats to the U S. Forest Service and SWCA
West Land Resources and the Forest Service | ooked at the
nodel i ng and came up with the sane concl usi ons t hat
Resol ution cane up wth.

| fail to see howthis is a fair and

unbi ased process if Resol ution Copper is doing the
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figuring and the nodeling. | understand this is just

the way things are done. But that for ne does not nean

findings are accurate and/or truthful. Mich of the
report is along the lines of "may occur” or "if." Too
much i s unknown, like the hot water they hit that they

didn't know exi st ed.
M nes are to be cared for in perpetuity.
To par aphrase groundtrut htrekki ng. org, current
regul ations and plans require mnes to prevent
cont am nati on by containing waste. M ne operators nust
put in place structures and systens to operate in
perpetuity. The closure mne [sic] in Al aska' s Red Dog
Mne was 7 to 15 workers, water treatnent, |inme and
sludge work will cost over $10, 000, 000 every year
forever. The Pebble Mne will need to be maintained
and managed perpetually far |longer than the 11, 500
years that the Native Al askans have i nhabited the
region. In reality, nost of these bonds have al ready
proven to be inadequate over nuch shorter tine franes.
Arizona is not Al aska, but the concerns
and questions should still be the sane. Wat does
perpetuity mean for Resol ution Copper, R o Tinto, BHP?
How | ong are they willing to pay for perpetuity and how
many people will be enployed for the in perpetuity part

of this project?
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I would also |i ke to suggest a report done
by Dr. Steven Enernman on this project and you can find
his work on the Arizona M ning Reform Coalition under
"Reports rel eased showi ng problens with Resol ution
Copper mine proposal and DEIS." dick on the "links"
and | believe they m ght show up in pink.

Thank you.

KOREY JELM ER. M/ nane is Korey H elneir,
K-o-r-e-y Hj-e-I-me-i-r.

And |'"'mhere to say that | strongly
beli eve that there should have been a no-action
alternative. |If you take a |ook at so many of the
issues raised in this statenment, they're sinply too
many to even account for in three mnutes. The fact
that destroying a two-mle area that is a world cl ass
rock climbing comunity, Native heritage site and part
of our glorious national forest is sinply
unconsci onabl e.

Then you go into the water that this mne
will take. It is highly likely that this mne wll
take nmuch nore water than this report has nenti oned.
So if your aquifer is going to take 125 years to

repl eni sh, what are we giving to our future

generations? What did we give away so that this entity

could cone and take all of the resources out of our
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ground? This wll have a two-mle crater, visible from
space.

And, I'msorry, | don't think any of that
is worth the possibility of going forward. | think

it's much too dangerous. And take a look at it, we
have 175 degree water that has just been discovered,
did any of that get accounted for? And what else is
not going to be accounted for? |Is Resol ution Copper
going to be able to financially nmake this viable? |
think that there are so many things raised in this
statenment that deemthe answer no. And if any of that
is a possibility, | do not think we should be noving
forward with this.

Thank you.

DR LI AN BI GHORSE: (Speaki ng Nati ve
| anguage) Dr. Lian Bighorse. (Speaking Native
| anguage.)

Hello. M nane is Dr. Lian Bighorse and
grew up on the San Carl os Apache Reservation. These
are sonme of ny children. This is Lizeth. And this is
Soliel, and | have a son outside. H's nane is Feli pe.

And | would like to express that
traditionally this is the ancestral honel and of the
Apache people and that's not accounted for in this EIS.

So just the history of the | and, our people are from
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here, and we've al so always cared for this area. And
it wasn't until the 1880s when our people were rounded
up and i nprisoned on the San Carl os Apache Reservati on.
And during that tinme is when m ning began in this area.

Now, there's a whole lot of injustice we
can tal k about and the genocide. But inny little two
m nutes here, | want to express how i nportant this area
is for me and for ny children. W go to Gak Flat al
the tinme. M children run and they play there. M
son, he's standing outside and he told me not to |et
you guys know that he has forts out there, because he
t hi nks that you guys are going to try to destroy them

And every tine we go to Gak Flat, the
first thing he does is he junps out of the car and he
says, "l've got to go check ny forts and make sure
they're not destroyed.” And as a nother that hurts.
It really hurts, because he already knows. He knows by
t he conversations that we've had that, you know,
sonet hi ng or soneone, there's people out there that
want to take away hi s honel and.

My daughter here, she's nine years old and

she already tells ne that she wants her womanhood

cerenony at Gak Flat. So, you know, that's a -- when
she becones a wonman, will we even have that option?
WIIl the land still be there? There's going to be a
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big crater there. And for history, for our -- ny
famly, for generations to cone, howwll we tell the
story of Gak Flat, if it's not there?

It's a blatant attack on our religion, on
our spirituality, on our culture, on our traditions and
who we are as a people. Not only that, | nean, the
| and and the water, the contamnation. | work in the
health field, so if there's any jobs comng, it's going
to be for doctors and those people that have to care
for the people that are going to be sick fromthe
contam nation of this mne.

| do want to express that, you know, this
is going to affect ny conmmunity for generations to cone
and if you live in this area, it's going to affect your
generations to cone too. So please think about the
chil dren when you nake deci sions. (Speaking Native
| anguage.)

VANESSA NOSI E:  (Speaking Native
| anguage.)

Hello. M nane is Vanessa Nosi e,
V-a-n-e-s-s-a N-o-s-i-e.

Vell, I"mKkind of enotional because that's
ny ol der sister that just talked. And I | ook at ny
little niece and | look at ny little nephew and it

really tears ny heart apart, because |I'm a not her of
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three girls. And ny -- all three of ny girls were able
to have their com ng of age cerenony.

And where ny ol dest daughter chose was
Mount Graham (speaking Native | anguage), which is
out side of Safford and we were rel ocated and put on the
San Carl os Reservation fromour sacred | and over there.
And then ny m ddl e daughter had her com ng of age
cerenony at Gak Flat. And then ny youngest daughter,
she felt the need to conduct it at both. She started
t he begi nni ng process of her woman -- of her com ng of
age cerenony at QGak Flat and then finished it off at
Mount Gaham So it hurts ne to see ny sister worried
if she's going to be able to give a life for her
daughter culturally.

In the presentation it said we are -- this
| ady over here said we need to tal k about the inpacts
of the DEIS. WIlIl, when you tal k about environnmental
i njustice, when you tal k about the environmental
i npacts, that is an inpact on ny culture. That is an
i mpact on ny religion. Because w thout the natural
resources, wthout the water, w thout the nedicine, the
medi ci nal plants, the stuff that we use in these
cerenonies is going to be gone.

So that neans that ny daughters' |ives are

going to be severed in half. Wen you have a com ng of
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age cerenony, that paves a life fromthe creation
stories on how we exist to when they becone an old
wonman and they go back up to the Creator. Now what
happens to ny daughter? Her life is going to be cut in
half if Resol ution Copper goes through?

You know, they tal k about how t he scenery
is going be very small from Superstition Muntain.

What about here? It's in your guys' front yard. You
guys are going to face it every single day when you
wake up. You guys are going to breathe the air of
contam nation of chemcals. You guys' water is going
to be cont am nat ed.

So |'m standing here not only as an
Apache, as i ndi genous wonman, and as nother, but |I'm
standing here to protect all of you guys too, every
single one of you. You all have a story. You all have
alife.

Neil, |l ook at these people. They're going
to be able to pass down their stories and their
generations. Wiat am | going to be able to pass down?
And why aren't their lives just as inportant? Wy
isn't nmy life just as inportant?

So renmenber those noral decisions. |
woul d never want anything to happen to your guys'

famly, so don't |et anything happen to ny famly, ny
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religion, ny niece that stood here, renenber her.

( Speaki ng Native | anguage.)

ANNA JEFFREY: M nane is Anna Jeffrey,
A-n-n-a J-e-f-f-r-e-y. I'mfrom Superior. | was born
there. | grew up there. |1've becone very close to the
Apache people, to these people sitting right here. And
it wasn't until QGak Flat was in danger of being
destroyed that | even net them But that doesn't stop
me fromgrow ng up there and i magi ni ng Apaches st andi ng
on the nountain. | can see themin ny mnd s eye. |
knew t hey were there first. | could see the remants
of everything they did there.

|*ve been going to CGak Flat all ny life.
| renmenber the petroglyphs there and there used to
be -- it's all -- all these aninmals wal king to one
direction. Sone of them | ook like even pre-historic
animals. And | renenber there was one -- a man with a
bow facing the opposite direction where the animls
wer e wal ki ng. Sonmebody has desecrated that, but I
remenber it very, very well.

| talked to Ann Kirkpatrick once about
that. | said, "What about all that history, all that's
there that woul d be destroyed?" And she | ooked at ne
really kind of just blankly and she says, with this

weird kind of smle, "Well, we'll just have to find a
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way to nove it."

You know, it's -- a |lot of people go
through life and they just don't get it. They don't
see. They don't feel. They've m ssed out because all
they're concerned about is what they can get out of
this, which is really nothing, because in the |ong run,

it's going to take away from you.

OGCak Flat is a true treasure. It's a --
it's ariparian area that | have visited, you know,
gosh, all ny life. | couldn't even tell you how many
times |1've been there. 1've seen the animals. |'ve

seen their tracks and |'ve seen how the water has been
depl et ed.

And just real quick I want to say that
| ast night I woke up in the mddle of the night and
turned on the TV and "Bury My Heart at Wunded Knee"
was on. And | thought to nyself, ny God, when are we
going to stop? Wen are we going to finally respect
the people that were here first and stop taking away
fromthen? Wen is that going to happen? It was a
pr of ound nonent for nme for that to be on right at that
time last night and | recorded it. And everyone needs
to think about that.

You know, Neil, | know, bless your heart,

| know you want to do the right thing. | hope you do.
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| pray for you.

Thank you.
DON STEUTER: Hi . |'"'m Don Steuter, D-0-n
S-t-e-u-t-e-r. I"'mthe Conservation Chair for the

Grand Canyon Chapter of the Sierra d ub.

We' ve been opposed to this project since
it was first proposed probably 15 years ago or
what ever. And we've been opposed to it for the very
reasons, the things that you've been hearing tonight.
This slide presentation that we've been listening to
tal ked a | ot about the environnental inpacts, the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent did a very good j ob,
actually, of warning us and telling us about the down
sides of this project. Everything fromthe subsi dence
area that we've been tal ki ng about tonight, to the
tailings dunp site, wherever it ends up being | ocated,
to the -- and the high water consunption that this nmne
is going to take. It admits that there's going to be
groundwat er contanm nation fromthe tailings dunps.
It's just a question of how nmuch contam nation that
there's going to be.

So the environnental inpacts to this
project are -- they're sinply extrene. They're off the
chart, conpared to anything that we have been deali ng

wth on the Tonto National Forest in the 30 or so years

18
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that |1've been associated wth the Sierra d ub.

A few things that | would like to see in
the final EIS, to nake it a better docunent, and |'ve
nmentioned this before, and | think I'mcrazy, but the
pur pose of these statenent says -- it was a very short
statenment, the purpose of these statenents is supposed
to tal k about why do we need this project, in this
case, why do we need this copper? And | argue that we
don't need as nuch copper as we think that we do.
There's never really been a shortage of copper in
recent history, to ny knowl edge. But, in effect, this
mne mght be that it depresses copper prices to the
poi nt where it actually does nore harmto the copper
i ndustry than it hel ps, who knows.

But think about it, car radiators used to
be made excl usively out of copper. You don't see
copper radiators any nore. Air conditioning coils,
they're noving away from copper. They're going to
alum num There's cheaper and better alternatives.
Houses are no | onger plunbed in copper. W used to
have substitutes on cell -- not on the topic -- but we
need copper for electric cars, for notors and so forth.
But they're working on new alternatives for that too.
We m ght be doing the industry a favor if we don't

permt this mne.
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Anot her thing that | would like to see
addressed in the final Environnental |npact Statenent
is the fate of the Dripping Springs community that is
| ocated right below the Skunk Canp tailings dunp, if
the tailing site is |located there. That community
is -- | don't know how nmany people live there, 30 or 40
people. They live there, three or four mles fromthe
dam of that tailings dunp. |If it were built there,

t hey woul d have absolutely no warning tine to get out,
if there was ever a damfailure.

So the question being is Resol ution Copper
going to do anything to mtigate that or to nove that
conmmunity out of harm s way, what's going to happen?

The last thing is the tailings pipeline
and/ or conveyors, I'mstill not clear how the Forest
Service is going to handle those. |If they go across
the Forest Service land, if it's going to get a speci al
use permt permtted underneath the general plant of
operations, that's all kind of a gray zone to ne. And
| expect that that's going to be dealt with, | hope, in
the final ElS.

Thank you.

CHRIS SPIDLE: Hello. M name's Chris
Spidle, CGh-r-i-s S-p-i-d-l-e. | live in Scottsdale

and ny business for the | ast 20-sone years has been
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i nvolved with the contracting processes that the U S.
government uses to award contracts. |'ve spent the

| ast 15 years overseas advising snmall conpani es, snal
| ocal conpani es on how to get the contracts and do it
| egal |y.

Thi s project needs to be shut down ri ght
now. This neeting should be brought to a halt. There
shoul d be no nore work done on this project because the
way that the contract was awarded, unfortunately,

i nvol ves a violation of federal |aw

Back in the early 2000s, Nature
Conservancy was gi ven hundreds of thousands of dollars
to rehabilitate the 7B Ranch which is 70% of the | and
swap. And that rehabilitation is a lot like putting a
coat of paint on a dil api dated house to raise the
val ue. Nature Conservancy is a great organization. It
has a great Board of Directors. Unfortunately, SWCA
stands for Steven W Carothers. And Steve W
Car ot hers has been a nenber of the Board of Directors
of Nature Conservancy since 1988. So he therefore has
an organi zational conflict of interest.

SWCA shoul d not be doi ng the environnental
i npact study because how can you possi bly be unbi ased
and make your determ nations correctly if you're

playing for both teans. That's a fact. |It's ny
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opinion that this is an illegal contract. | don't

t hi nk anybody of the -- the enpl oyees of SWCA had
anything to do with it. | don't think they knew |
don't think the Forest Service has done anythi ng wong
and | think they're doing an excellent job of carrying
out their duties.

However, at the core of this is the fact
that M. Carothers was a nmjor part of this hundreds of
t housands of dollars that was recei ved by Nature
Conservancy back in the early 2000s. And now he's kind
of directing the direction of the ship on how this
Draft Environnental | npact Statenent goes.

Do you understand what |'m saying? This
contract should not have been awarded to sonebody who
had an organi zation conflict of interest in accordance

wth the Federal Acquisition Regulations, which I know

very well, all 1,934 pages of them
And |I'mserious, | would advise, if they
want to take ny advice and | doubt they wll, that SWCA

and the Forest Service close this neeting right now and
i nvestigate how this cane to be and if it's true, in
their mnd, then they should start this whole DEIS over
agai n.

Thank you.

AMY HARWOOD: My nane's Any Harwood.
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A-my H a-r-w o-o0-d.

' m here from Tucson. | woke up at QGak
Flat this norning, actually. | woke up before the sun
came up with sone coyotes and birds and the | and that
was beautiful. And the sun came up and | said sone
prayers, as best | could. | said thanks to the Apache
peopl e for sharing what they know about that place wth
us and feeling how |lucky we are to be able to ever know
t hat and be able to make a noral decision about what we
do and were there, that represents sonething better
than all of us.

And | took the tinme off of work to be
here, because you all refused to have a public neeting
in Tucson, which is a major m stake because there's a
| ot people in Tucson that care and can't be here, can't
make it up for a neeting up here. But | took tine off
of work to be able to be here because | wanted to say
to you, M. Bosworth, you do have the power to stop
this. You have the power to be on the right side of
history with this. | know you can't -- you know, the
| and exchange nade it so you have no-action
alternative, but you can slow this down. You can set
us up. You can help us. You can naeke it possible for
us to stop this thing and we are waiting on you to be

the one to do that and you do have the power.
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| know the Forest Service hates | and
exchanges. |It's Congress taking away |and that is
supposed to be in your hands to be taken care of for
t he next generation and the generation after that. And
this is a result of bad politics. And you know t hat

and you don't want your history, your |egacy, to

include this crap. You just -- we know you don't want

it. W know you will do the right thing and we're al

here to tell you, like, we'll have your back, so do it.
NANCY FREENMAN: ' m Nancy Freenman,

N-a-n-c-y F-r-e-e-ma-n.

When | was driving here from North Tucson,
down 79, | just kept thinking there's all this
wast el and. There's all this wasteland. |[|f that mning
conmpany is willing to do it to all 7,000 feet, why
don't they spend that noney finding a way to find the
netals they want in the -- in all of the wastel ands
that are here? It really doesn't nake sense that
they're destroying this property that we all enjoy. |
had actually been driving to New Mexico and | had
canped at Oak Flat before this whole big ness cane up

Recently | nentioned in the Superior
hearing that the mne is not technically feasible. And
that's why | was so glad to hear the first speaker,

that if we're going to do mnes in beautiful places in
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nmountains, there's got to be a better way to do it.

But, in this case, they -- the m ning
conpany -- and renenber the Canadi an m ni ng conpany,
whereas, the 1872 mning |law that the Forest Service is
al ways touting, says citizens, citizens can own the
mning clains. And these Canadi ans are not U. S.
citizens. And they will be paying no federal taxes and
no royalties. And they'll be taking the copper out of
our land and selling it back to the U S. at market
price. Now what kind of deal is that?

Anyway, | nentioned recently at the
Superior hearing that the mne is not technically
feasible. And here's the facts: They have to drain
t he whole region down to 7,000 feet and naintain it at

t hat depth because cave bl ock m ning cannot be done in

wet soil. This is information fromR o Tinto's own
report. So the -- the mne will -- to keep it dry,
wll be a challenge. And one reason the mning -- it

woul d be a challenge is the mne site is covered with
| ava flow, the Apache Tuff. The Tuff has been studi ed
by USGS several tinmes. |[In 1975, they determ ned that
age of the Apache Leap Tuff as early M ocene, meani ng
the low end of 23.5 mllion years.

ROGER FEATHERSTONE: Hi . I ' m Roger

Feat her stone, director of the Arizona M ning Reform

VWAV ARl ZONACOURTREPORTERS. COM
GRI FFI N GROUP | NTERNATI ONAL - 602. 264. 2230



http:WWW.ARIZONACOURTREPORTERS.COM

© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

26

Coalition. R-o0-g-e-r F-e-a-t-h-e-r-s-t-o-n-e.

We ask that this DEIS be w thdrawn and
rewwitten and a new conment period i ssued on the new
DElI S, because there's just so many holes in this
docunent. As big as it is, there's nuch that's
m ssi ng.

I want to kind of focus on purpose and
need tonight. Fromwhat | have glean fromthe DElS,
that the purpose is to allow Resol ution Copper to
fulfill a need to make unlimted profits for their
owners, Rio Tinto and BHP. And this is not what was
supposed to happen, according to the National
Envi ronnental Policy Act.

Next week BHP, the mnority owner of
Resol uti on Copper, will be hol ding their annual general
nmeeting in London. The conpany will crow about their
finances and rub their hands with glee as to how t hey
can nake nore noney. They'l|l probably tal k about this
project. They'll talk about other projects. They'll
shed crocodil e tears about their involvenent in the
tailings damfailure at the San Marco in Brazil, the
m ne they co-own with Vale. And that was the worst --
worst mine spill, tailings spill so far in the worl d.
Activists fromBrazil will be there to point out how

wong the conpany is, about how well they've done
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cleaning this up and how their efforts have fallen
short. BHP will respond by saying they pledge to do
better and to follow the | aw.

Yet if this initial tailings dam choice --
this site is chosen, the near west facility, those of
us sitting in this room if that tailing dam burst, we
woul d have 18 m nutes to get out of the Valley, 18
m nutes. That's how cl ose this site would be.
Somebody t al ked about the Skunk Canp site, that site is
15 mnutes fromthe community to Dripping Springs.

And if this tailings damburst, 1.5 billion tons of
toxic waste would flood this town or Dripping Springs
or any of the other | ocations.

All five tailings facilities proposals
would be illegal in Brazil, in Chile and even in the
United States. Why does BHP renain involved in a
project that can't neet the | aw?

When you get right down to it, the purpose
of the Forest Service is to protect our |land, air and
water. And the need is to protect Arizona's
communi ti es and environnment, not what's in the DElIS.

And then, lastly, I'll point out, so far
there's been about 75 people that have testified during
this public portion and so far only two have spoken in

favor of this project, both of who are intinately tied
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wth the conpany.

Thank you.

VENDSLER NO SE, SENI OR  Good eveni ng.

My name is Wendsl er Nosie, Senior, We-n-d-s-l-e-r
N-o0-s-i-e.

| just ask you to bear with ne, because
this is ny life. This is not -- it's not a gane that
we' re playing here.

First of all, I want to say San Carlos is
not -- there's no public hearing at San Carl os as wel |
and a | ot of our people are not able to make it here.
But we're able to do the Forest Service's job and
coll ect statenments from our people to submt it to you
toni ght and al so a statenent fromthe Stronghold on our
position on this report.

And | would like to have Baase, you know,
give it to Bosworth because this is a future --
Boswort h, what you're receiving fromny granddaughter
here is the future of our children. You need to take
t hat under consideration of what you're going to do to
t he future.

And, second, but not |east, the nost
important part is that there's no religion. The
religion was never ever addressed or tal ked to or

brought into the report. W faced a chem cal warfare.
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Qur people junped to their death and our people were
force marched fromthe area to old San Carlos. And we
were held there as prisoners of war. Qur people were
not able to | eave until 1974, until President N xon
gave us the Self-Determ nation Act to where |Indian
tribes could begin to speak for thenselves. W didn't
actually know what the voice neant until the 1980s.
But, in the neantine, the federal governnent got to
play with us and corporations got to play with us
during that tine.

So in the prophecy it's about returning
honme, com ng hone. M elders passed away with the
dream of goi ng hone one day. Because we were prom sed,
we were told that once we becone civilized and
(unintelligible) of the Anericans that they could
finally begin to give back sone of the |land to us.
That was all a total lie. Qur people were lied to.
That's what all you people need to understand. And
li ke Any said earlier about how -- how -- what
responsibilities Bosworth has now.

But we know for a fact it's in Congress.
We know for a fact it's those |leaders. He's going to
have to do what he's going to do. Moire than likely,
he's going to allow this to go through because he has

to give that approval to the people higher up and those
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are the people that we have let into office. Are they
here for you? O they really here for all of us?

Because the one thing we have in commopn is
water. Water is life. Al of these things don't nean
anything if there's no water and that's where we're
headed to. And that's sonething that religiously you
have to really think about.

So tonight, what I'"mgoing to tell

Bosworth tonight is that 1"'mgoing to fulfill the dream
of nmy people. [|'mgoing hone. |I'mgoing back to Cak
Flats. 1'mgoing to go back and live there because

that was the prom se of the governnent to our people
that we will return hone to our sacred | ands, our holy
| ands.

So he's going to have the responsibility
tothrowne in jail, exile me out of there or do what
they did to ny people a hundred years ago. And they
really have the hel p of Resol ution Copper taking us
down. But what I'mgoing to call for in this country
is religious people to stand with ne, because this
isn't right. This is not right, norally.

So if that is in your heart and that's
what you believe, then we have to stand for what's | eft
in this world. Because if not, it's all being

destroyed by corporations. So the big evil that we see
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that cane across the ocean is not you people, it's
col oni zation that came here that's destroying
ever yt hi ng.

So in order to defend that, we have to go
hone. So |I'm going hone when the wi nter season cones
and there's the new door for ne to cone back home to ny

people. So I'mgoing to be back at GCak Fl ats and

that's what |'mgoing to | eave you with because you
have something -- you guys have to deal, |'m going
honme. |'m com ng hone.

MARK HORLI NGS: Good evening. |'m Mark

Horlings, chair of the Maricopa Audubon Society. It's
Ma-r-k, last nane is, Ho-r-l-i-n-g-s

The Mari copa Audubon has been involved in
opposi ng this project since the early 2000s, both on
the merits and al so because the | and exchange is
basically an effort to circunvent the environnental
protections that should apply to the whol e project.

| want to spend the little tinme | have
just on one small issue about the total water that's
going to be used. The Arizona M nes and M ni ng
Depart nent has done one study over Arizona nmines to
show how nmuch water is used per pound of copper
produced. And Resol ution Copper says they're going to

be able to do this for 15,000 acre feet a year. That
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study indicated that it would take 10 tines as nuch
water and there's no refutation of that study or a

di scussion of that study in the Draft Environnental

| npact Statenent. And when you | ook at the Draft

Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent, it has net figures
only. You cannot tell how nmuch total water is going to
be used. You cannot tell how nuch water is going to be
used in the mne, how nmuch water is going to be used to
concentrate, how nuch water is going to be used to nake
the slurry to take the waste away.

And there's also a figure in there that's
used repeatedly to say that 87,000 acre feet are going
cone fromthe mne itself. There's an explanation for
why the report does that. But they do not include that
in their owmn figures as to the total anmpbunt of water
that is to be used. That anount shoul d have been
i ncl uded.

Nunber one, that water -- this is water
where they de-water the mne. That water is going down
to Apache Junction and being used for agricultural uses
right now So if it's not being added and doesn't need
to be included that way, it's going to reduce the
supply of water that's going to be avail able for
agricul tural uses.

And there's anot her reason that 87, 000
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needs to be | ooked at. It may di sappear. One of
t hi ngs hidden in the environnental inpact statenent is
that the water | evel near the shafts has dropped by
2,000 feet in the last 10 years. So that water not
only -- well, nmy tine is up.

Thank you very nuch.

SANDY BAHR: Thank you.

First, I would like to say -- well, first
off, I wll state who | am Sandy Bahr, S-a-n-d-y
B-a-h-r. 1'mthe chapter director for Sierra CAub in

Ari zona.

And | wanted to thank everyone for com ng
out and for all of the wonderful comments. And for the
15-plus years that many of us have been fighting what
is truly an abom nati on, destruction of Cak Flat, the
pl ants, the aninmals, the cultural resources, the
spiritual values, the great harmto the people. Wen
you take away sonmeone's sense of place, when you sever
t hose connections to the land, it's an assault. It's
an assault. It is a wund that you can't heal. This
proj ect cannot be mtigated.

| want to say that | think that the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenment is deficient in nany,
many way. But one big one is the mning nethod. You

can't just say it's unreasonable to | ook at other

WAV ARl ZONACOURTREPORTERS. COM
GRI FFI N GROUP | NTERNATI ONAL - 602. 264. 2230



http:WWW.ARIZONACOURTREPORTERS.COM

© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

met hods of m ning because there is no God-given right
for themto squeeze every bit of copper out of that
pl ace, not even Congress is given a right for that.
And so | think you need to go back and | ook at that.
There's no right to destroy the place.

The Forest Service needs to | ook hard at
this conpany as well, whether they financially can
manage this. Wat happens if they get partway through,
six years in you al ready have subsidence and they can't
afford to continue. Copper prices bottomout. W've
seen it happen before and then we're left with

sonet hi ng that has been truly been devalued. So I'l|I

hope you'll take a really good hard | ook at that.

For Supervisor Bosworth, | think you can
say no. | think you can say no to this. They're
making it -- Congress nade it as hard as possible to

say no, we get that. W get that the Forest Service

didn't want this | and exchange, but find a way. You

can find a way to get to no with this proposal. This
is not in the public's interest. There's nothing about
this that is in the public's interest. [It's an

i nappropriate way to use this land, the nethod is
wrong, what they're doing to the water. \Wen you | ook
at what is happening with water, not just here, not

just in this country, but around the world. You know,
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this is a resource that we nust value nore. And ny
time is up, so |l just want to say one nore tine, find a
way to get to no.

SANDRA RAMBLER:  Sandra Ranbl er (Speaki ng
Nat i ve | anguage) .

I''ma nenber of the Eagle C an and born
fromthe rocks people and ny famly comes from Chi ™hi |
Bi | dagoteel, fromQak Flat. This is so enotional for
nme because ny great grandparents are buried there. |
can't inmagi ne you goi ng and having a foreign conpany
comng in and destroying their ancestors, for the
Li ncoln Menorial or the Arlington Cenetery, because
there would be a big outrage. That is just not right.
We need to (unintelligible) BHP. They are nurderers.
They are nmurderers. They've already killed so many
peopl e causi ng cancer and they are going to continue to
kill and kill and kill.

To build a project that the federal
government -- to termnate the Native Anerican peopl e,

t he i ndi genous people of this country. W were

per secuted and rmurdered and killed just because we were
here first. And that's a hate crine. But that's
perjurious. That's racism How do you think we feel?
How do you think we feel as Apaches? Qur heart hurts.

You're hurting us. You're hurting us. The federal
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government has taken fromus tine and tine again.
They' ve cut our reservation six tines. How nuch nore
are they going to take from us?

' mworried about ny children, ny
grandchil dren, ny great-grandchildren that are going to
be here. M granddaughter had a cerenpny at Cak Fl at
and | have dreans there when we went back to San Carl os
to (unintelligible), that the nountain people that |ive
there, are the nountain people, the spirit dancers.
(Speaki ng Native | anguage), that's Devil's Canyon.
That's what the white people nanmed that. But as
Apache, as Apache nountain spirit dancers, but it's the
white people that gave it that nane Devil's Canyon,
which it's not a devil's canyon -- they were religious
peopl e that they thought we prayed to whatever we did.
But that's our church. That's our way of life.

Chi ™thil Bildagoteel is OGak Fl at.

They need to honor (unintelligihble)
mountain right here. W have nanes for the whol e area,
for all of these nmountains that you guys don't know
because we are the original inhabitants of this country
and we are fromhere. W were not inported. W were
not -- we didn't cone here by anything. W are from
here. And you are nurdering us. R o Tinto is nothing

but a nurderer. And | wll be standing right by
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Wendsl er at OGak Fl at where ny ancestors are buri ed.

And 1'll be in ny traditional attire when the bull dozer
conmes. |If that's the way | go, that's ny destiny.
That's how strong | believe in being Apache and proud
to be Apache. And |I thank Creator God for nmaking ne an
Apache.

Thank you.

ROY C. CHAVEZ: Good evening. M nane is
Roy C. Chavez, R-o0-y Ch-a-v-e-z, and I'ma life-I|ong
resi dent of Superior, Arizona. |'ve served the town as
a former four-term nmayor and al so as a several -year
t own nanager, when this cane up. | also worked in the
i ndustry. |'ve worked for five, six different mnes in
different |l evels of mning, from devel opnent,
construction, production, extraction underground. |
closed the mne in '96 with BHP underground. |'ve
wor ked open pit. |'ve worked snelters.

Anyway, this is a mning region. |
understand that. | just want to share with you that
Superior, dobe, Mam, all of these lovely little
m ni ng towns were devel oped by the industry over 100
years ago and it's true the | and was taken away by the
same government that nmade fal se prom ses.

They're doing it again right nowto all of

us. They're lying. This is one of the four docunents
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of the EIS. W need nore tine, people. W need nore
time to investigate this. The Concerned Citizens and
Retired M ners Coalition, in conjunction with Arizona
Mning Reform with the San Carl os Apache Tri be,
Access, the Sierra d ub, and many, nany, nany, nany

ot hers have been fighting this. 1've been on this for
over 20 years. They cane to ne as nmayor in 1998, two
years after the mne closed in '96, and said,

"M. Mayor, we're going to open the mne again.”" And I
said, "That sounds great."” "But we're going to need

sone land. W're going to need a | and exchange and

we're going to take away the Gak Flat." | said, "Wat
are you doi ng?" "W're doing block cave m ning."
Know ng mning, | said, "The hell you are. Not here.
Not here.™

| f any of you want to see -- go on -- Qo
on YouTube and | ook at -- |ook for the videos that
are -- that advertise OGak Fl at, Apache Stronghol d, just
go on those videos. Up there on -- just |ast week one

cane out the other day.

But the point I"'mtrying to nake is that
we need nore tinme. This should have been done as we
requested over 15 years ago, the need for process. But
politically our |eadership circunvented the nornal

process for a | and exchange to take place to determ ne
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if it was in the best interest of the public. As Roger
just said, this project is not. And as long as it goes
on, further and further, the truths are com ng out,
everything is surfacing, that they don't want anybody
to know.

This comment that was made earlier about
the contractor who's handling this study, you all
better think about that. Because it's just not
happeni ng here, it's happeni ng throughout the worl d.
And we better get with it and take care of it.

| just want to nention in ny final
comment, Rio Tinto announced in July of this year that
they were backing out of this project to concentrate on
an Australian mne in the blind in Mongolia. W don't
even know if the conpany has any faith in this project.

BRYTNEE M LLER: Hi . My nane is Brytnee
Mller. It's B-r-y-t-n-e-e Mi-l-l-e-r. And | work
for the Center for Biological D versity as the Arizona
state canpaigner. But nobst inportantly, |'m an
i ndi genous woman. |'ma D ne wonan.

And | want to nention that the other day I
was driving through the Morenci mne area and | don't
know how many of you all in this room have been there,
but driving through it is horrifying. It's horrific to

bear witness to what that | ooks |like to watch as you
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see these trees and the green and grass turn into
rubble right there. 1It's apocalyptic. You know, al

t hese novi es that cone out about the apocal ypse, that's
what it |ooked like. That's what it felt |ike watching
the dirt fly over the car |like, fearing to have the AC
on. You know, you could hear the earth scream ng.

And last night | got to sleep at CGak Fl at
as well with Any. And after everyone went to sl eep, |
sat under an oak tree for a while and refl ected on sone
of the stories that one our friends who cane from San
Carlos was telling us, tal king about, you know, the
| and, the acorns, the noon, hunmm ngbirds, all these
things and just being there. And you can feel that QGak
Flat is alive. Like she's alive and you feel that
t here.

And | know that it's different styles of
m ni ng and Morenci has been there since 1872. | just
-- | can't bear to think what it would be like if this
proj ect goes through. And if this project goes
through, in regards to the DEIS, it violates the tri bal
concerns and cultural inpacts because you're hearing
fromthe people here the tribal concerns and the
cul tural inpacts of these places. Like how could you
sit here tinme and tine again and disregard what they're

saying. Like |I hope you're listening. And, you know,
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if this project goes through, it perpetuates the
genocide and the rights, religion, sovereignty of
peopl e for the past 525-plus years. And, you know, |
didn't get to grow up with ny sacred pl aces because of
sone of those reasons. And, again, you' ve heard from
the children, the nothers, the elders, everyone in

bet ween who's Apache, who this is their land. This
is -- since tinme imenorial, their cerenonial place,
this is where they go.

And | urge you to listen. | urge you to
break that cycle of human rights abuses that has been
conmtted on Native people for so long now. You have
that power to stop this. You have that power to put in
the words. So | urge you. | pray that you all |isten.
That you listen to when people tal k about what this
nmeans. Because it's nore than just words on a paper.
This goes a | ot deeper than that.

(Speaki ng Native | anguage.) Thank you.

BASSE PIKE: H . (Speaking Native
| anguage.) My nane is Baase Pi ke, B-a-a-s-e P-i-k-e. |
am 15 years ol d.

And |'d first like to state that |

di sagree and -- about the mning at Gak Flat. What
this mne will do will destroy ny religion and part of
ny life. | am Vanessa Nosi e's daughter, the youngest
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one who connected QGak Flats with (Speaking Native
| anguage) and Mount G aham

And what this m ne would do about Gak
Flat -- I"msorry, about breaking Cak Flat, it wll
destroy ny life. It will destroy ny sister's life. M
two ot her ol der cousins who had their dances there, it
wll destroy their lives. And what happens to ny
little cousins that want to have their dance there?
It's all about the future generation | want you to
t hi nk about and (unintelligible).

What | notice on the presentation when it
was talking with that, it was saying it would disturb
the historic and pre-historic stuff that's there, when,
actually, it's going to destroy stuff that -- or when
actually it's not historic and pre-historic because
it'"s right nowin the present and in the future. |I'm
here and I'm going to have children and I'mgoing to
have grandchildren that are going to be there, so it's
going to destroy -- so it's going to hurt it no matter
what. |It's going to be a circle. |It's going to just
destroy it. And what's the whole point of the religion
when you're going to destroy it.

There's no freedomof religion if you're
going to take ny culture away, ny | and away, ny

ancestors who are on there, you're going to take it
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away. And it's going to break ny heart. [It's going to
break ny grandparent's heart. [It's going to break ny
nmonm s heart. 1'lIl be there with ny grandparent,
Wendsler, to stand with him It doesn't nmatter.

That's how much Cak Flat neans to ne. | know ny
sisters wll be there.

So it doesn't nmatter if you have to
physically renove ne off there. |I'mgoing to stand
there with nmy grandparent at Gak Flat to protect it.

And | know, Neil, that you can do it
sonet hi ng about it. W're behind you. W're 100
percent behind you. But if you're not going to do
anyt hing, when I'molder I"mgoing to take your job.

So that if this ever happens again, |I'll make the right
deci sion and so that no one has to go through what |
did. That's it.

(Speaki ng Native | anguage.)

DUKE ROMERO (Good evening. M nane's
Duke Ronero, D-u-k-e R o-me-r-o.

That's a hard one to follow. |'mhere for
t he sanme reason. You net ny other half of ny children.
Soliel is ny daughter. She wants her dance there.
W're, as a famly, making the preparati ons because we
don't know when it's going to cone. So we have things

that we put away up there at Oak Flat getting ready for
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this cerenony for our daughter. Also, ny son, ny
little son, I"mPicuris Pueblo. There's pueblo ruins
that run up and all down through this Tonto Nati onal
Forest that have ties to this area for hundreds and
hundr eds, thousands of years, we've been traveling

t hrough here, noving freely.

We know the area. W're the experts, you
know. M son's unbilical cord is buried at Gak Fl at.
So when you destroy that place, you' re taking his life
too. M baby son is 16 nonths old. You know, ny
daughter's things that we're putting there, for getting
ready for the cerenobny with ny brother's -- ny cousins,
they're put away up there and you're taking that.

You have the opportunity to change that,
you know, |ike a | ot of people have cone and said, you
have a | egacy, you know, how you want your
grandchildren to renmenber you, your grandchildren. Al
of these fol ks here have grandchildren. They talk
about this genocide, this environnmental racismthat's
happening. A lot of these people you haven't even
notified, the people in San Tan were notified three
days before the neeting. You're playing with people's
lives here.

So | ask you, you know, on behalf of ny

children, their future, to please do the right thing.
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My niece, you know, all three of them have had their
ties to that area and you're going to affect their
life.

And that's the warning to all of you here
is you mght not know these spiritual ways of the
Apache, but you know life. You have grandchil dren.
That's what we're tal king about here. That's the
genoci de, the children.

So t hank you.

FRED M RAMON: Hello. M nane is Fred
Mranmon, F-r-e-d Mi-r-a-mo-n. I"'ma resident from
Superior, Arizona.

| cone here today to comment on the Draft
Envi ronnent | npact Statenent, Section 31.3.10. I'm
going to say what it says. But, first of all, I want
to bring out sonething to your attention, nobst of you
commut e, east going towards G obe up to the Wite
Mount ai ns, and you' ve got to reach -- you' ve got to go
t hrough the Queen Creek tunnel. | want you guys to
picture the slope on the north side, there's a cavity
or there's an island of boulders that |ooks |like a
potential rock slide. Keep that in nmnd whenever you
travel the H ghway 60 and 70, that's a maj or hi ghway
hub. But keep that in m nd.

Because what |I'm going to address to you
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right nowis that on that section it addresses three
areas of interest. And the first one is the tailings
enmbanknment safety. The second one is a fire risk. And
the third one is the potential for release or public
exposure to hazardous nmaterial. | believe the fourth
concern of interest nust be included with a section.
The fourth thing of interest should point out the
potential of a rock boulder slide that sits on the
northern sl ope of the nountains between M| e Post 228,
goi ng east, towards the Queen Creek tunnel.

Just as you enter the Queen Creek tunnel
it rests on the northern slope waiting to be bot hered.
It has been visible for many years. It's |ocated on a
Resol uti on Copper Conpany mning claim They have six
clainms on that | ocation, H ghway 60/ 70 going -- com ng
from d obe, Arizona and other eastern cities is a ngjor
hi ghway hub. Additional conponents nust be included on
the EIS reports and the anal ysis on subsidence that
woul d take place t hroughout the scope of this m ning
project. These conponents, such as the water and the
mne and the old mne tailings that exist, open
underground and the | arge anobunts of expl osives used
for blasting with this new m ning nethod of bl ock
cavi ng and the potential new devel opnent of an incline

conveyor drift to nove rock from underground m ni ng.
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Al'l these conponents would add nore ground
stress to that area. And which ground novenent can
arise to a ground instability. The rock boul der slide
sits close to the sensitive study area that was taken
pl ace on this study. Sensitive receptors shall be
placed in this area and nonitored for boul der novenent
and ground novenent. There nust not be an oversight on
this potential rock boul der slide for the safety of
public commuters traveling on this section of the
hi ghway.

And | asked a question: Wwo wll be
monitoring this, Resolution Copper Conpany or the
Forest Departnent? It's inportant that that has to be
checked out periodically because of all the ground
novement that could cause nmjor safety -- to the public
traveling through there.

Al right. Thank you.

M CHAEL HING M chael Hi ng,

Mi-c-h-a-e-1, last name, Hi-n-g. Probably sone of
you knowwho | am |[I'mthe forner mayor of the Town of
Superi or.

And so | have quite a history of what's
going on. |'ve been out of the political real mfor
quite a while, since they kicked ne out of the office,

but that's all a process. And I know Chairnman Nosi e,
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we respect each other. | know himvery well. And the
peopl e of San Carl os.

And, Neil, | know you've got a tough job.
You've got a really tough job. But I'mgoing to |et
you know, you know, M. Chavez, yeah, he worked for ne,
and, yes, | fired him okay.

When the project first began, this is --
the project, actually, when | walked into ny office the

year | was the mayor, he says, "We're going to go after

this huge ore body. It's huge.” | said, "How huge is
it?" "lt's big." And that was the beginning. He only
had one staff and it was hinself. And then before you

know, it was two, three, and the rest is history.

But | just want to let you know, it's big.
It's a big project. Everybody tal ks about the
econom cs behind it. 1I1t's 600,000 tons of copper a
year; 600,000 tons. The Ray mne pit does 150, 000
tons. 600,000 tons of copper out of a Superior hole,
that's incredible. So the magnitude is huge.

| sold the project to the Town of
Superior. | worked hard on selling that project. |
went in and even testified before Congress to a Senate
hearing to sell that project and | worked hard to do
that for all those years.

But, you know, a lot of things happened to
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me in that tinme period. | began to see how conpani es
operate and you just start questioning things. 1've

al ways said, told the conpany officials, even though

they said, "I'mhere for the long haul,” | think
there's been seven since |'ve left. You know, seven
| eaders of that conpany. But | always told themto do

what's right and that has al ways been ny question: Are
you doing what's right? That's what I'mtelling the
Forest Service: Hey, if you need to hold back, study
this nore, study it nore. Because | could wite a book
on nmy interactions with the conpany. It"'s incredible.

You know, people ask ne: Wat's your
position? | don't know It's in between. |[|'m asking
you to do what's right, to do what's right. And that's
all I'm asking because there's been a breakdown
initially with the San Carlos tribe. It's incredible
after that Senate hearing what was going on. And
couldn't believe they didn't even talk to Chairman
Nosi e about it.

So that's what |'m saying, there's been a
breakdown i n conmuni cati on and that's what needs to be
handl ed again. Start conmmunicating and this will be a
big project for everyone. But it may not be a project
peopl e expect, the easiest route.

|'ve held the conpany account abl e because
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| asked themto do these certain things, nonitors,
testing. OCh, we don't do that. Tal k about

reclamation. Well, hold them accountable to above
reclamation. No, we're just going to do what's
required. Man, | said, you want to sell this project,
you've got to go above and beyond. Just |like they did
the reclamation in Superior. |It's beautiful. And then
t hey st opped.

Ckay. Hold the conpany accountable. The
project is going to go. I|I'mtelling you people, it's
big. But, you know what, Neil, you' ve got a tough job.
You've got to put it all on the table. | nean, |'ve
been through the politicians from Washi ngton, all the
way to the local level. It's not pretty. That's why
l'"mnot into politics. I'mreally sick of it. Ckay.

Do the right thing. Okay.

THERESA NOSI E: Good evening. Theresa
Nosi e. (Speaki ng Native | anguage.)

My nane is Theresa Nosie, T-h-e-r-e-s-a
N-o-s-i-e.

|'mhere this evening to give you ny
comrent on the Draft EIS. And this is ny
granddaught er, one of ny nmany granddaughters, Soli el,
who wants to have her dance there and has been

preparing to have her sunrise dance, her com ng of age
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t here.

Wien the Draft EI'S cane out, we | ooked at
it. We, of course, all of us |looked at it and all of
us knew that it inpacted us sone way or another,
whet her it was our water, whether it was the place that
we went for recreation or there were a | ot of other
reasons why we're all here today.

But the one thing that is inportant to ne,
as a grandnother and a nother, is that ny children, ny
grandchil dren, they have a connection to a pl ace, they
have a connection to this place, and they have deci ded
that that's where they're going to have their dance at.
And if it cones about that it's tinme for their dance
and that place is not there, it's detrinental to them
It's detrinental to us.

If you ook at the Draft EIS, all it does
is tal k about cultural significance of the Native
people that live there. Well, if you go and | ook at
the definition of cultural significance, it has to do
wth history about things that are there or there
before. And all of us know -- all of us know that
Apaches |ived there and Yavapai people |lived there and
t he Aravai pa people and a | ot of people |lived there.
There's places that are shown that are there.

But that isn't the issue. You're saying
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that you're going to take that and nove it sonewhere
el se. Wiy woul d you take sonebody's body and nove it
sonewhere el se and say that that's okay. You know,
it's just like going to a graveyard and taking
sonebody' s body and noving it sonewhere el se and t hat
that's okay. Well, it's not okay.

And the other thing is you have not
addressed at all the value of this place to the people
that are going to take part in their cerenonies and
their religion, in their livelihood. You have no val ue
in the DEIS. You don't even tal k about religion there.
| don't understand why you don't. Religious freedomis
given to people in the United States. People fight for
religious freedom But you're not even discussing
religious freedomat all. And that neans you're
discrimnating. You' re taking one religion over
anot her, especially when you | eave it out.

My tine's up.

CURT SHANNON: Hi. Good evening. M nane
is Curt Shannon, G u-r-t S-h-a-n-n-o-n. And | live in
Gol d Canyon right now.

| first got involved with this project in
2004, 2005, when | heard there was going to be a | arge
copper mne built out there. |'ve been a rock clinber

for about 40 years now. And if this m ne goes through
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as planned, it wll be the largest | oss of a clinbing
resource in the history of the United States, so that
affects ne very deeply.

But I'mnot going to tal k about ny
personal loss, in that respect, I'mgoing to tal k about
sone other things. | just think philosophically that
the Forest Service should not permt any project,
particularly one that will cause significant cultural
and envi ronnental danage, unl ess they have sone
realistic expectation that the conpany seeking the
permt can actually successfully conpl ete and operate
the project. And | don't think that's the case here.
It certainly isn't denonstrated in the DEIS.

So John Rickus, like 12 or 13 years ago,
he was the president of Resol ution Copper at one point
in time, he said in congressional testinony that the
m ne was going to take 40,000 acre water of feet per
year. And | think that should be used as a m ni num
nunber. | think they were probably being a little bit
| ow on their estimates at that tine. So where's that
wat er going to cone fronm? Supposedly about half a
mllion acre feet have been banked by the n ne.

But if it is 400,000 -- or 40,000 acre
feet per year, there's about 1.2 mllion acre feet that

are conpl etely unaccounted for. They're going to have
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to get it from somewhere, but where? It's not in the
DEIS. It doesn't say where they're going to get the
water. Well, probably they're going to punp it from
right here, fromthe ground in Pinal County. And, you
know, we're goi ng deeper and deeper into a drought.
That water is going to be needed by communities |ike
this, by agricultural, by all kinds of other uses.

When you get to a Stage 1 reduction at
Hoover Dam and Lake Mead, CAP is going to be cut by an
addi ti onal 320,000 acre feet per year of water and
that's going to just exacerbate this problem

| don't have nmuch tine left.

| want to tal k about power. They say
they're going to take about 250 negawatts of power to
run the mne. Were are they going to get it? There's
just a little paragraph in the mne plan. And it says
they're going to get it fromSRP. But they can't get
it fromthe Silver King substation. The 500 negawatt
line comng in there is already oversubscri bed,
according to SRP. And there's a good chance that
they're going to need a whole | ot nore power than that.

If they run into nore hot water, they
coul d take upwards of a gigawatt, maybe as much as two
gi gawatts of power. And now you're tal king about 25

percent of the entire generating capacity of SRP.
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| just think there's all kinds of holes in
this project and | think a |l ot nore work needs to be
done on the EIS.

PAUL SOOAMTO Hello. M nane's Paul
Solamto. | live in Queen Valley here in the Valley.
| think I"'mthe first one to speak in the Valley.

Anyway, | noved here about four years ago
and then we found out we're going to have -- try to
have the m ning operation just above the dam over here
where all the tailings are trying to be put. And we
have a beautiful situation here in Queen Valley, with a
| ot of residents, and | think there's a few of us here.

Who is here from Queen Vall ey? Yay.

We have a beautiful golf course. W

retired -- nost of us are retired here. It's a
beautiful scenery. |It's a nice place to |live. And,
you know, | feel for GCak Flats, | really do. But I

also feel for Queen Valley. And we do have an
alternative that's been presented. And | think that
the Forest Departnment is doing good job trying to find
that alternative.

And |'ve been speaking with sone people
today and they said that there's a possi ble chance that
Skunk -- is it Skunk Canp -- wll be an alternative

| ocation. | don't know if that's going to be a good
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| ocation, but it's not the |ocation above our dam here
in Queen Valley. And people can be effected no matter
where this is going to be put and | think if it has to
be put somewhere we just have to deci de what the best
pl ace can be for it if it has to be by law. And so |
think the Forest Departnment is doing a good job on
trying to find out where the | east inpact will be and
t hey' ve got one goi ng.

Now, also, | would like to say that the
water quality issue is a big issue. And that as a golf
menber here, |I'massunming that I own a chunk of it, and
that I also own a chunk of the water rights that are
wth this golf course.

So we're concerned about the quality of
water, if they do put it behind this dam over here of
ours and, you know, we need to protect that situation
and have it checked out thoroughly and nmake sure that
that water quality i s kept because we have rights to
that water and we don't want a huge conpany overri di ng
those rights by contam nati ng our water supplies,
whet her it be drinking water or agricul tural water.

So I want to thank you for your tine and
for listening and I would | ove for sone other people to
get up here and tal k.

DW GHT METZGER: Dwi ght Met zger,
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D-wi-g-h-t Me-t-z-g-e-r. At the risk of ending on
that |last note, | feel conpelled to say sonething, even
if I just ranble. | have two points | want to make.

The EISis really flawed and you haven't
done your honmework. At the core of this, this is a
| and exchange trading public lands, giving it to a
foreign mning conpany for other |ands. There has been
no assessnent of the value of those |lands and we as a
public can't comment on that value and if that's a fair
trade for us. If we were to clai mownership of those
| ands as U S. citizens we should have a right to say
whet her that's a good deal or not.

The | and exchange -- or the DEIS doesn't
even begin to address the very serious concerns that
t he Apache peopl e have that you will be destroying a
sacred site, destroying and inpacting forever the
religion of the people. | don't know how you put a
val ue on that, but that's actually your job and you
shoul d do that before you dare to put out a final
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent.

And the second point | want to get to kind
of addresses where the first -- the | ast speaker was
com ng fromand where | was conmng from Sitting back
there, | wanted nothing nore than to just sit back

there and not do anything, not speak. It's kind
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terrifying. And, you know, it would be a | ot easier
just to sit there and not do anything. That is
sonething | get as white person with privilege. And

| ' m sayi ng that because in the years that |I've worked
with the Apache people on this issue, |'ve changed so
much and it's been such a great gift of them | thank
all of themthat are here and showed up tonight to
speak to all of you people.

Al'l of us colonizers here, all of us white
peopl e here that are benefiting fromthe theft of this
| and and the | egacy that we have here. Unwittingly,

i nnocently, whatever, we're here. W're benefiting
fromthis. And these people are the origi nal

i nhabitants of this land are giving us a gift to try to
see things differently and try to change. It's such an
i mportant opportunity. Think about it.

And Supervi sor Bosworth, | know you're
taking a | ot today and you have a hard job. Yeah, you
do; and we do. W do, all of us here, the people, you
know who -- |I'm speaking to all of you people that | ook
like me, we're in the sane situation. W have a hard
job. W've got to decol oni ze oursel ves, our m nds and
our hearts and change because we hold a key to this,
right.

Supervi sor Bosworth, you hold the naster
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key to this project, but we all hold the key to this.
And we're asking you to -- we want you to be a | eader
inthis. W want you to -- tine is up. W need you to
do that. W' ve got your back, as soneone said earlier.
That's really inportant. That's what -- that's at the
core of this, this legacy of mning that has stolen the

| and and ruined the water, it's going to just ruin this

eart h.

Li ke, we have a chance right now to do the
right thing. | would just encourage you to do it.

Thank you.

CORI NNE FREEMAN: Hello. M nane is
Corinne Freeman and | just want to thank you for

letting me cone and speak.
| just want to say that | have a nmessage
for President Donald Trunmp and | have a nessage for

Senat or Nancy Pel osi and the Congress, the 116th

Congress. | want themto rescind this. Send it back.
Send it back a hundred mllion years. Restore that Qak
Flats. No to -- noto Ro Tinto. No to BHP. You're

using up the water. You're destroying the land. This
is Apache land. This is where they conme and do their
sacred services, their cerenpnies. How dare you,
Congress. |'mspeaking to you. Rescind this bill.

Sir, stopit. You're going to poison all of us by
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putting this bill through. How dare you. How dare

you.
Thank you.
NANCY FREEMAN:. \When Apache -- when USDS
studi es Apache -- a new path this last tine, it was to

see how they could store nuclear waste and it was a pet
proj ect connected to Yucca Mountain. So if they were
going to store water in there and, you know, they found
it was quite porous and so every tine it rains that
land is going to be wet and it will not be m nable.

Now the other thing is a very inportant
consi deration is Peabody Coal on D ne, Navajo | and,

t hey noved people. They dug up bodies. They dug up
artifacts. They said they would take care of them
They sent themto a university somewhere and they just
didn't do anything appropriate with them And here it
is 40 years |later and the Dine are trying to get their
property back.

Now I'lIl end with this, this is sonething
to think about. A friend of mne said, "Well, Nancy,
our U S. governnent is doing so nuch for Israel to get
their original |and back, why aren't they doing
sonething for the Native Anmericans?"

SANDRA RAMBLER:  You know, | brought sone

papers to read and | wote sone notes on ny phone but
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"1l skip all that.
But it took 12 attenpts by Resol ution

Copper to get the Senate and the Congress menbers to

try to pass a bill. But it was in Decenber of 2014
t hat they passed a National -- through the National
Def ense Act, they put a rider on that bill and they

finally passed that | and exchange. And that's what
we're fighting for.

And, Neil, you know, | pray for you. |

pray for you when | go to sleep at night. | pray for
you when | rise in the norning. | pray for you when
go to Gak Flat. | pray that Creator will touch your

heart and | et you understand and know that the deci sion
you nmake will have an inpact throughout our country,
especially to the indigenous people. And | hope you do
the right thing, | really do. | don't hate you. |
don't dislike you. | just dislike what the federal
government is doing to us.

But you're a branch of the federal

governnment. You're an arm of the federal governnent
and | know you can do the right thing. | believe in
you. And I trust that you will. And that's our -- our

hope and our faith conme fromour Creator God to touch
your heart, give you that conpassion, that peace and

sense of understanding to know where we cone from
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It's just not right what they did and we
need to |l et Congress know they need to rescind their
deci sion. They need to rescind their decision. There
shoul d have been a | ot nore done than what's happeni ng
now. Now we're just playing catch-up after the fact.
ATF, you should know what that neans, that's a federal
term"after the fact,"” all these things cone in. And
now people are seeing the truth. They're com ng out,
all these backroom deal s that have been nade, the
mllions and mllions of noney Resol uti on Copper has
spent | obbyi ng, paying people out, even sone of our own
Nat i ve people, which is just not right. They have no
soul. They have no norals. They don't understand.

All they want is just noney, noney, noney. That's it,
all for greed, power and | ust.

And | | eave that with you. | hope that
you do the right thing and I hope that ny words are not
wast ed here today or none of our words.

Thank you. (Speaking Native | anguage.)

DALE VOLZ: M nane is Dale Volz. That's
D-a-l-e, V, as in Victor, o-1-z. |'mjust another
privileged white guy that happened to be standi ng back
there |l ooking at this poster. And it shows us very
nicely what they've given to Resol ution Copper. It

shows us what's being given to the Bureau of Land
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Managenent. It shows us what is being given to the
U S. Forest Service. It shows us what is being given
to the Gty of Superior. What is being given to the
Apache people for sacrificing their land and their
heritage? | think the DEIS needs nore worKk.

Thank you.

VENDSLER NOSI E:  Neil Bosworth -- oh,
Wendsl er Nosi e, Senior, former chairman, forner
council. | have been with the tribe for 36 years and
have been at this fight from day one.

| think throughout the hearings you' ve
heard everything that could be said. And, you know, to
really make the peopl e understand, you knowit's a
hardship for us. It's always been a hardship. And we
don't want our children to go through that anynore and
that's why it's so inportant that we had our daughter
gi ve you the paper because that's who you're deci di ng
for, you know, a whole generation that we're going to
have to live under these conditions.

And what people don't understand here is
that they're setting the precedence throughout the
| ndi an country, in this whole country, and they're
setting precedence about how nuch say we have on
federal land. AlIl people have a say on federal | and,

no natter where you live. | nean, it's really
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i mportant that we exercise those rights that we have to
say what's good and what's not.

And | know you have Native peopl e working
for you, but | think you clearly see the difference
when you have Apache people working for you. |If you
had Apache people working for you, you would have a | ot
done. And | know that sonetines you get other tribes
to cone in and do what they need to do, but they're
doing it just for a paycheck. And that's what's really
di scouragi ng to ne was because you shoul d have had
tribal nmenbers. You should have had our people. And
| ook at our experience, significance. That's what you
have in front of you, right there, the religious
position that was |left out totally.

And so |' m di scouraged, you know, wth
sone of the Native people that work for you, because
t hat shoul d have been the very first thing that they
shoul d have made a big strong i npact and they should
tell that.

You know, when you go to different
regi ons, you need to understand that having peopl e that
live in those regions are very vital because we can
hel p all these people, econonmically, educationally,
healthwise. W're in a tine now that we are all have

to work together. W can't be separate. Because if

WAV ARl ZONACOURTREPORTERS. COM
GRI FFI N GROUP | NTERNATI ONAL - 602. 264. 2230



http:WWW.ARIZONACOURTREPORTERS.COM

© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

65

we're calling this hone, than we've got to treat it

i ke home. W've got to care for one another. Wo
knows better than all of us here. So that's sonething
i mportant that, you know, as |eaders or people in

positions, they need to consider.

And, for me, | just want to end it by
telling you that |I'm goi ng hone, because that's been
t he prophecy of our people. You know, |'m not going
there to nake trouble with you. 1'mgoing hone. [|'m

going to give up this American way because | don't want
to be colonized. |It's not that | don't want to be |ike
a white person. |It's just the colonization, the nethod
that you guys live behind is what we're trying to stay
away from because it's destroying everything. 1It's
killing everything. That's what we see.

And so people here, you're living in a
region that we're old and we're new. Meaning that this
new way of an Anerican life, we see it. It's new, but
it's scary because the old way has a |l ot of conditions
that can hel p save the future, but you're not paying

attention to it.

So, for me, and when | say, "I'm going
honme," |'mactually going honme. |[|'mgoing hone. |I'm
done with being a prisoner in San Carlos. |'m done

living in that frane. Because there's no reason why a
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boundary shoul d keep nme away from where | origi nated
fromand that's what these people are saying.

And so | know that Native people work with
you, so | hope they understand and understand the
i mportance of it and that's what they should be telling
you, what's happeni ng.

So, again, | want to thank you. But |
know you have to nake that decision and I know you' ve
got prayers behind you, you know, because it's death
that we're rewarded for what we've done here in this
world. It's not now, it's when we | eave this world.

Thank you.

CHRIS SPIDLE: M nane is Chris Spidle,
Ch-r-i-s Sp-i-d-I-e.

| thank the fol ks running this show, for
gi ving ne another swing at the ball. | wanted to cover
sonme of the things that | went through quite rapidly.
What | said nay have caught sone people off guard and
may be a bit unclear about the sources of this
i nf or mati on.

Since the DEI'S cane out and | got a copy
of it, the day that it was at the Forest Service, |'ve
read nost of it and |I've conducted about 100 hours of
research, nost of it online, to develop this

information. And | would |like to give you the sources
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of this information so that you can check it out for
your sel f.

But before | do that, | would really Ilike
to make sure that I'mvery clear that there is nobody
in this roomthat's at fault for this. The SWCA
per sonnel have been very professional at every one of
these neetings and the way they've handled it. And you
have to admt that whether you agree with the DEI S or
not, it's very professionally done. And the Forest
Servi ce has conducted thensel ves with the utnost
professionalism John Skaggs and Donna Morey are two
of the people that I know from having dealt with them
and |I'msure that everybody el se, even though | don't
know t heir nane, has done a great job.

My point is that you can't have the wol f
guardi ng the henhouse. And, unfortunately, the guy who
f ounded t he conpany, SWCA, and who is the CEO has been
very deep into the najor parcel in the |l and swap, the
7B Ranch, which represents about 70%

A couple of the references that you m ght
want to look at, if you want to see his invol venent
wi th Nature Conservancy, is just go to the Nature
Conservancy Arizona website and you'll find himlisted
there as one of the nenbers of the Board of Directors.

And in other places you can find there, he's been a
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menber of the Board of Directors since about 1988.

|'"mcertain that Steven Carothers is an
excel l ent environnental scientist. There's no question
about this and I'mnot questioning the qualifications
of any of the people doing this. Unfortunately, this
contract was awarded as what they call a general
services account, a contract, a schedule. Were you go
on and post all of this infornmati on about your conpany
wth your rates and so forth and if anybody in the
governnent wants to buy that thing that you sell, they
can go on and say, well, let nme go buy a contract or
award a contract to these guys.

And that's what happened is that SWCA got
a contract fromthe U S. Departnent of Agricultural.
Sonme contracting officer nade the buy. He didn't know
t hat Steven Carothers was heavily involved in the 7B
Ranch. He didn't know about those kinds of conflicts
of interest. They weren't in front of him

However, I'"'mcalling it to everybody's
attention, the Forest Service and SWCA toni ght that
this needs to be resolved. You can't have the wolf
guardi ng the henhouse. Either SWCA needs to go out or
the 7B Ranch has to go out. They can't co-exist in
this deal at the sane tinme, in ny opinion. And ny

opi nion is based upon decades of understanding the
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Federal Acquisition Regul ati ons.

So | hope that everybody understands that
" mnot picking fights with anybody. Everybody here is
very honorable. But you now have a piece of
information that you didn't have before and you are
required to act onit. And I would suggest that
everybody here contact the U. S. Departnent of
Agricultural's Inspector CGeneral in the norning and
informthem of this.

Thank you very mnuch.

ROY CHAVEZ: Thank you.

Agai n, Roy Chavez, R o0-y Ch-a-v-e-z.

Because this is a neeting of record,
there's a fewthings that | need to clarify at this
poi nt .

First of all, I want to recognize
M. Manny Ruiz. He was the nayor of Superior before
was. So Manny served the community for nany, nany
years and is very, very, very good, diligent in a
respect ful way.

But, first of all, I don't want to forget
here this list in ny mnd. This neeting in Queen
Val | ey shoul d have been held in January or February,
when the majority of your residents, winter residents

are here. | think that's one thing that shoul d have
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happened.

Number two, there is going to be a third
nmeeti ng on Tuesday -- Thursday there will be a neeting
in Tenpe, correct?

So there's still an opportunity to talk.

We can al so ask for an extension, which | nentioned
earlier, an extension to the public coment period for
Novenber 7th. There should have been a letter fromthe
communi ty work group under Resol ution Copper in
Superior, to ask for that recommendation to be

ext ended.

And | wanted to nmention sonething
regardi ng the econony of mning. |If the mning econony

was so good, why are all of the damm little m ning

t owns depl eted? Senator MCain asked ne -- he said,
"Roy, you need this project.” This is when | was
mayor. "Roy, you need this project. This project, the

m nes can hel p you guys. Look at how depl eted and
di | api dated your community is.” | |looked at himright
in the eye and said, "John, we're that way because of
this industry."

We're involved in entitlenment, not
envi ronnent and we need to enpower ourselves. And we
need to take action. W need to acconplish that.

Econom cally, the m nes provi de about 5-
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to $6 billion a year through the state's econony.

Qut door tourism recreation, outdoor canping provides
between 11- to $12 billion a year. W're cutting off
our nose to spite our face here, guys. That's a
beautiful recreational area. There's a |lot of
significance to a | ot of people, we cannot | ose.

And, finally, for the record, M chael,
it's been a long tine. You didn't fire nme. You asked
for ny resignation. You al so needed two attorneys from
Rio Tinto to be in that neeting, I'll let the public
know now. The day the Town of Superior used two R O
Tinto attorneys to attack ny credibility and ny
responsibility as town nanager for the Town of
Superior, and the best thing | could say out of the
nmeeting is -- because | had a contract -- is you don't
want ne working for you, |I don't want to work for you.
And | think the results and the proof of |osing that
capability of me serving the town is why we have this
probl emthat we have today.

Thank you all.

(Hearing comments concl uded at 8:15 p.m)
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