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TRADITIONAL CULTURAL 

PROPERTIES AND THE HOPI MODEL 
OF CULTURAL PRESERVATION 

CHIP COLWELL AND STE\'VART B. KOYIYUMPTEWA 
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chat are deeply participatory and action oriented (Atalay 2.or2.: Gumerman et al. 2.012.; 

Supernant and Warrick 2.014; Welch et al. i.on). Indigenous archaeologies are those 
pursued by both Indigenous researchers and their allies who work toward incor­

porating IocaI values, perspectives, and traditions into scientific practice (Colwell­

Chanthaphonh et al. 2.010; Silliman 2.008; Smith and Wobst 2.005). Even legally 

mandated consultation has given rise to new and positive forms of interaction and 
collaboration (Ferguson 2.009; Fuller 1997; Versaggi 2.006). But, for the HCPO, these 

would just be fancy labels to describe a rather straightforward proposition: that research 
on the Hopi people should include Hopi voices, perspectives, needs, and values. 

This chapter will demonstrate how this idea has been put into practice in one key 

area of work for the HCP O: facilitating compliance with historic and environmental 

preservation laws.1l1e example we will present concerns the effort to document Hopi 

traditional places in che path of a new transmission line. Although the research con­

ducted for this project identified numerous cultural and natural resources-ranging 

from water sources to eagle nests to medicinal plants-we focus on three particular 

traditional cultural properties. Our goal is to show how Hopi interests are served 

at the same time as new knowledge is being generated and documented through a 

collaborative process. We will conclude by discussing the ways in which this kind of 

research has created a unique approach to cultural preservation. 

CULTURAL PRESERVATION 
ACROSS 744 KILOMETERS 

The Navajo Transmission Project (NTP) involved the proposed construction of a 

744-kilometer-long 500-kV (500,000-V) alternating current transmission line from 

the Shiprock Substation in northwestern New Mexico to the Marketplace Sub­

station in southeastern Nevada (figure 2..1). The project was proposed by the Dine 

Power Authority, a business enterprise of the Navajo Nacion that wanted to link new 

power-generating stations to expanding markets. The new transmission line included 

numerous construction componencs: approximately 2.,310 towers (2.6 to 49 meters 

high), four substations, a right-of-way and access roads, and ancillary facilities such as 

equipment storage areas. 

The HCPO sought to be consulted on the NTP because the proposed transmission 

line would go through much of the Hopi ancestral homelands and potentially affect 
numerous cultural and natural l'CSOUl'CeS chat a1'c important to the Hopi people. Hopis 

arc deeply tied ro rhe land, which in tum feeds their identities, cultural practices, and 

spll'ltunl beliefs (Bnlenqunh 2.012.; Koylyumptcwn nncl Colwell-Chnnthaphonh 2.011; 

Whlrc:lcy,.011). 
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Leigh J. Kuwanwisiwma dedicates chis book to Dalton Taylor and 

the other advisors whom he first worked with at the Hopi Cultural 

Preservation Office, including ValJean Joshevama Sr., Frank Mofsi, 

LaVern Siweupmptewa, Owen Numkena, and Bert Puhuyesrewa. 

The cultural knowledge and wisdom shared by these advisors helped 

establish research protocols at che Hopi Cultural Preservation Office 

that protect and benefit the Hopi people. The work of the first gener· 

ation of cultural advisors is now ably carried forward by new members 

of the Hopi Cultural Resources Advisory Task Team. The Hopi Tribe 

is fortunate to have their advice on cultural and historical matters. 




