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Education & Outreach

Education > Gila River Interpretive Trail

Gila River Interpretive Trail
The Gila River MAR 5 Interpretive Trail is an outdoor educational living experience that will enlighten our visitors about our farming legacy. The overall
design aspects that are incorporated into the Gila River Interpretive Trail are representative of the Akimel O’otham (Pima), and the Pee-Posh (Maricopa)
cultures, which also include our ancient Huhugam.

 

The information is delivered from a public information perspective so that any trained Volunteer and Departmental Tour Guide, regardless of tribal
affiliation, is always ready and capable of conducting a well-informed guided tour. Upon completion of a guided tour, our visitors should depart with a
better understanding about our community and our Confederated tribes. Our visitors will also learn about our historic water settlement and how that
struggle has impacted our community. They will also learn about a few of our plants, animals, landscape and experience the flowing Gila River waters in
its natural habitat. For our O’otham and Pee-Posh visitors it is a place to come and reconnect to their heritage and culture and once again listen to the water
as it flows in the Gila River streambed.

 

Gila River Interpretive Trail Hours:

 

Thursday - Sunday, 8:00am-5:00pm

 

 If you would like a tour of the Gila River Interpretive Trail please fill out the form below:

 

Gila River Interpretive Trail Tour Form
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Gila River Interpretive Trail (MAR-5)

Where Culture, Economics, Education, and 

Environmental Science Converge

Tison Gill

Environmental & Education Outreach Specialist



Learning Objectives
Culture – How does MAR-5 incorporate culture?
Economics – How does MAR-5 benefit the 
community economically?
Education – What can be learned at MAR-5?
Science – What experiments are routinely done 
at MAR-5?



What is the Gila River Interpretive Trail (MAR-5)?

• Managed Aquifer Recharge 
Site

• Involved in Historic Water 
Settlement

• Outdoor Educational 
Learning Experience

• Incorporates Pee-Posh and 
Akimel O’otham cultures

















How does MAR-5 incorporate Culture?

• Interpretive Signage (3 Languages)

• Farming Legacy

• Reconnecting with the Gila River









How does MAR-5 benefit the community economically?

• The Arizona Water Settlement Act of 2004

• Pima-Maricopa Irrigation Project

• Gila River Community’s Five Year Water Plan



What can be learned at MAR-5?
• Plant signage

• Bird/Animal/Insect signage

What do these signs describe? Why are they 
important?



Plant Signage Example



Plant Signage Example
AO: Shegoi; PP: ’Iivse, Creosote Bush, Larrea divaricata: Shegoi was the 
first plant created in the O’otham Creation Epic. and it is abundant and 
widely distributed throughout the desert. You can smell the pungent 
aroma of its resinous leaves following summer rains. It is one of the 
most important O’otham medicinal plants. Importance:
1. Medicinal tea made from fresh leaves is used to treat colds and flu.
2. Blessings are given with smoke from burning leaves.
3. Small globules of lax, formed by tiny insects on the stems, can be 
melted and used as glue and a waterproof sealer.









What Science is taking place at MAR-5?

• Pole Harvesting and Planting
– Pee Posh Wetlands
– Salt River
– Wickenburg
– Queen Creek

• Water Sampling





Harvesting/Planting
• Poles are color coated

– Monitor when they start to bud
– Budding happens at different times due to 

location

• Poles are planted and monitored for growth
– Mortality and survival rates taken from monitoring



Water Sampling

• Groundwater Sampling (6 groundwater monitoring wells) 
• Surface Water Sampling (Outfall and within Gila River 

Interpretive Trail Ponds) 
• Depth to Groundwater Measurements (6 groundwater 

monitoring wells) 
• Field Parameter Collection (Outfall and within Gila River 

Interpretive Trail Ponds) 





What did you learn today?

If you would like to schedule a tour please contact…

Email: Tison.Gill.DEQ@gric.nsn.us

Phone: 520-562-2234

Location: 168 Skill Center Road
Sacaton, AZ 85147

If you would like more information on GRIT/MAR-5 visit our website at 
www.gricdeq.org

mailto:Tison.Gill.DEQ@gric.nsn.us
http://www.gricdeq.org/
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