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Chapter 3 

and Their Insect Prey at Streetlights 

been observed feeding on insects attracted to artificial 
deed, before the advent of high-tech bat observation 

ultrasound detectors and infrared-sensitive video cam-
artificially lit places provided otherwise rare opportuni­

hunting insects (Griffin 1958, Roeder 1967, Shields 
, and this research tradition has continued ever since 
d 1984, Schnitzler et al. 1987, Barak and Yom-Tov 

enton 1990, Dunning et al. 1992, Acharya and Fen-
1). 

·olet lights set up in otherwise dark areas rapidly 
on the insects that accumulate around the light 
6; Bell 1980). The habit of feeding at artificial 
and widespread among bats that it must be con­
·· i,ufe habit of many species. Some bat species 
~ even most, of their food at lights. Neverthe­

(} in lit places is a special case. Lighted areas 
conditions to which bats and insects have 
.The phenomenon is new in an evolutionary 
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